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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  A Heart For Missions
1st Week:  “God’s Missionary Heart”; how missions are an expression of God’s heart.  God’s desire is to extend light to all nations.
2nd Week:  “Your Missions Involvement”; how we as believers can be involved in missions in many different ways; how we are to give to missions, pray for workers, and be disciples to our community and to the world.
What this lesson is about: The events surrounding Jesus’ birth remind believers that Jesus is God’s way of salvation for all people.  All people need to hear this good news.
How this lesson can impact your life:

Praise God for providing the way of salvation for all people and allowing you to participate in proclaiming the message all people need to hear.
Did you hear about the man who took his preacher to task for preaching on the same subjects over and over again?

He said, “All you ever talk about are the birth of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus.”

The man quickly turned red when his wife said, “That’s because the only times you come to church are Christmas and Easter.”

Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Jesus is the Message”; All people need to hear the good news about Jesus’ birth.
2. “The Message is Amazing”; The message that God has sent Jesus into our world with salvation is truly amazing.
3. “The Message is for All People”; The message about Jesus is for all people everywhere and for every generation.
Our lesson today is about the “message” of missions.

Speaking of messages think of some TV commercials that you remember because of their “message”;

· Charmin toilet paper (squeezably soft)

· Charles Boyd Cadillac; “just down the road from the high prices”

· Bounty paper towels; “the quicker picker upper”

· Campbell soups are; “umm umm good”

What if we were going to make a commercial for missions?  What would we want to include in that commercial?

· To include about salvation through Jesus Christ

What if newspaper sales advertisements were all that we knew about Christmas?  

What would we think is the message of Christmas?

On sale-70% off-slashed prices-get in the holiday spirit with our great deals

Consider what are some factors that cause people to lose their spiritual focus at Christmas?

· shopping

· making sure everyone has something – and that it equal

· paying for the gifts

· when the displays and commercials start before Halloween, even

· materialism

· making sure no one is slighted by not sending them a card

· reading those cards from people whose kids and grandkids are perfect and are all becoming lawyers, doctors, and Indian chiefs (my cousin each year)
· some office parties go a little overboard

· too many showings of “It’s a Wonderful Life”

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Jesus Is The Message) Luke 2: 8-12.
Listen for evidence that the news the shepherds received was glorious and good.

Suppose you were a shepherd outside of Bethlehem some 2000 years ago … you’ve got the sheep settled down, you’re taking turns being on watch against predatory animals and thieves … a brilliant light appears in the sky.  What are some possible responses?

· run away fast

· dive under something to hide

· gather the sheep – don’t want a stampede

· try to wake up from your bad dream

· try to figure out what it is

List words of encouragement and celebration that appear in the angel’s announcement

· don’t be afraid v10
· I bring you good news of great joy v10
· the good news is for all the people v10
· a Savior has been born to you today v11
· He is the Messiah, the Lord v11
· Here’s how you’ll know it is him …v12 “this shall be a sign unto you”
Notice that God chose to reveal the birth of the Son of God to mere shepherds. (They were not considered high society);
· they were the ones present, nearby

· Jesus came to minister to and to provide salvation for all men – all sinners – these were about as common folk as existed

· could be some significance about Jesus being referred to eventually as the “Good Shepherd”

· God was trying to show that His Son came not for the high and mighty but for the poor and lowly

· Some folks considered shepherds as dishonest sinners (and Jews) – that’s exactly who Jesus came to help

· The wise men who came were pagan Gentiles – also the folks that Jesus came to help

( Jesus came for the rich and the poor, for the Jews and the Gentiles

God sending the Christ Child brings peace;
· peace with God when we receive His salvation provided by Jesus

· peace with our own selves

· peace with each other 

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (The Message Is Amazing) Luke 2: 16-18

Listen for words and phrases that indicate joyous celebration surrounding Jesus’ birth.

List the words and phrases that have to do with joyous celebration and excitement
· shepherds decide to go see what they had heard about

· they hurried off v16 “came with haste”
· they visited with Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus v16
· they spread the word about what they had heard and seen v17
· people were amazed v18 “wondered at those things”
· they glorified and praised God

· Mary treasured and pondered all the events

Notice the shepherds told the people of Bethlehem;
· They were so excited, they couldn’t keep it to themselves

· It was too good of a secret to keep

· not much good happens to shepherds, when it does, it’s worth telling

Likewise, how does celebrating Jesus birth bring us joy?

· the beauty of the music which declares the birth of Jesus

· the Truth about who Jesus and what He has done

· the reminder of His humanity

· the Power of God to accomplish His redemption of mankind in this way

Note that the shepherds were the first to tell the Good News of the coming of Jesus!

· they were thrilled and excited

· probably, you couldn’t have shut them up

( The same should be true of our knowledge of Jesus, our Savior

· we should have similar thrill and excitement about knowing who He is

· about knowing what He has done
( We should be just as hard to shut up in our praise and joy of knowing Him!!!

There are several ways we can specifically praise God for the gift of His Son as we celebrate Christmas this year;
· daily tell God our thanks and our praises
· participation in outreach ministries which bring God's Joy to others

· share the Christmas story to children, grandchildren

· work to focus our attention on the birth of the Savior, instead of all the other things which cause us to lose focus

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (The Message Is For All People) Luke 2: 25-32.  Listen for descriptions of Jesus that Simeon used when he spoke of Him.

The Holy Spirit had given Simeon a revelation prior to him coming to the temple;
· go to the Temple courts … now

· you will see the Messiah before you die v26
In verses 29-32 Simeon used several words or phrases in speaking of Jesus;
· God's salvation

· prepared in the sight of all people

· a light of revelation

· a revelation sent also to the Gentiles

· a revelation for the glory of God

· a revelation for the glory of God's people, Israel

Note that it was the mere presence of the Christ child that moved Simeon to spontaneously praise God … what kinds of things should similarly move us to spontaneous praise as we contemplate the Christmas experience?

· answers to prayer

· answers before we pray

· undeserved blessings

· beauty of nature around us

· demonstrations of faith by other believers

· God at work in people's lives

· opportunities for God to work in lives around you, in situations around you

As individuals we also can incorporate praise into our own individual celebration of Jesus’ unique birth;
· have family think about and verbalize what the birth of Jesus means to them as individuals

· as a family, write a new verse to a simple Christmas carol … include words and phrases in the verse which celebrate the uniqueness of Jesus birth

· join together with other believers to sing Christmas carols

· sing carols to others who don't have an opportunity to get to church (shut ins)
Summary:

Ask God to help you focus on Jesus, not other things

· evaluate your time and energy and resources spent on other things

· memorize the Christmas story from Luke 2 (get a young child to help you!)

Make a Christmas gift which will help spread the Good News

· a gift to foreign missions

· a gift to local outreach ministries

· Bible Story books for youngsters

Ask God to help your celebration of His coming to earth be a year round activity

Rest Stop
The minister arrived early for the morning service, but one person was already seated in the sanctuary.  She was sitting near the back, at the end of a pew, half asleep.  The minister walked over and teased her about getting her nap finished before he began to preach.  “This is the only place I can get any rest,” She said.  At first he thought that she had back trouble and that the contour of the padded pew gave her relief.  But as they talked on, he realized she meant something else.  She worked a full-time job outside the home and cared for all the household duties in the home.  When she came to the church building, it was the only time she could get any rest.
Many have experienced rest in the church-not physical rest, but spiritual and emotional -rest.  Guilt-laden people say, “This is the only place I can get any rest.”  Sorrow-laden people say, “This is the only place I can get any rest.”  Worried people say, “This is the only place I can get any rest.”  Even people in physical pain can find relief in worship.  As an old hymn says, “O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul on Thee.”

Simeon found peace and rest in the place that had been dedicated to the worship and service of God.  Many today will testify that there is something about the atmosphere of a modern house of worship that brings a sense of contentment and rest to their bodies, their minds, and their souls.
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