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5th lesson this month on the topic:  Wrestling With Life’s Mysteries
1st Week: “Wrestling With the Meaning of Life”; We studied how life has meaning when we are in God’s will in our lives; that life will not wear us down if we live our lives devoted to God.
2nd Week:  “Wrestling With Time”; God controls our time.  We need to always be in His will for our lives and we will never lack the time to serve Him and others.
3rd Week:  “Wrestling With Injustice”; How we as believers are to respond to the injustices people inflict on one another; how we are to live our lives and act with grace and justice to other people.
4th Week:  “Wrestling With Stuff”; We studied about the place and power of material possessions in our lives.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the potential benefits and blessings of a person’s work when it is God-directed.
How this lesson can impact your life: Realize that work is a gift from God in which you can and should rejoice.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “My Work-My Legacy”; A meaningful work legacy results from a lifetime of doing one’s best, performing a God-honoring job that enables the next generation to serve the Lord.
2. “My Work-My Joy”; By viewing our life’s work as a gift from God, we become better stewards of our time and talents, resulting in an enjoyment of the things we do for the Lord.
3. “My Work-God’s Gift”; Meaningful work and the ability to enjoy it are both gifts from the Lord to enhance our lives during our brief time on earth.
What do you think of when you heard the word “work?”

· Some of us feel dread with images of being chained to a desk 40 hrs. a week.

· Others think of the wonderful people God has allowed them to work with over the years.

· Some might not think of their occupation regarding work, but will think back over the years of their faithful service to God in the ministries His will led them to do.
We all are taught at an early age that the value of work is that which we receive money for performing;

· The more the pay, the more valuable the work.

· As retirees, let’s not focus on what used to be, but on what is the good and valuable work God has for us now.

· It could be the caring of a loved one, delivering food to a friend, repairing a leaky faucet.

· Whatever He calls us to do will be far rewarding that all the treasures of the world.

Today’s lesson is not just about work;

· It is about work centered on pleasing God.

· As we wrestle with work we can be motivated by the benefits and blessings of our work when it is “God-directed.”
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (My Work-My Legacy) Ecclesiastes 2:18-23.  Listen to why Solomon hated all his work as these verses are read.

First, notice the number of times “under the sun” is mentioned in these verses;

· This phrase occurs 29 times in Ecclesiastes.

· It generally refers to life without conscious dependence on God.

· When we leave God out of our plans, we also will feel like Solomon felt.

We see the elderly Solomon looking back over his long career of work concluding;

· “I hate all my work at which I labored under the sun!” v18

· “Hated” to Solomon included a deliberate mental distancing from the object hated (in this case his work).

· Solomon’s reason for this hate was because he realized he had to leave it to the one who would come after him.

Solomon’s successor could “be a wise man or fool.” v19

· Being wise is tied to a healthy reverence for the Lord (Prov. 1:7, 3:7).

· Being a fool is tied to denying God exists (Psalm 14:1).

· A wise man will utilize the fruits of his father’s labor in positive ways to help others.

· A fool will squander the inheritance on himself.

· Solomon’s real issue was over the possibility that the fruit of his hard work would be inherited by a fool.

Solomon did not live a perfect life;

· In his old age, he allowed his foreign wives to turn his heart from following the Lord.

· He was “wrestling” with the meaning of his life’s work as one who had also been wise and foolish.

· He understood better than anyone else the difference between work dedicated to God and work dedicated to self.

Solomon asked the question “What does a man get with all his work and all his efforts that he labors with under the sun?” v22

· He provided an insightful list of characteristics of a lifetime of work for one’s own sake in self-separation from God.

· Such work results in:  grief filled days, sorrowful occupation, and anxious nights when the mind does not rest.
Think for a moment on the kind of legacy you want to leave when you die;

· Material things are important.
· As Christians we also need to leave things that cannot be measured in dollars and cents.
· The most valuable legacy you can leave is a Christian life and faith.

The New Testament gives this description of Christian work;

· Eph. 4:28; “Let him that stole steal no more:  but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he might have to give to him that needeth.”

· This is honest work, not dishonest.

· It produces good product and provides opportunities for generous giving to the needy.

· Our work should also include work done without pay in the church and community.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (My Work-My Joy) Ecclesiastes 2: 24-26.  Listen to what Solomon says is nothing better for man as these verses are read.

Up to this point we could get the impression that Solomon thought;

· That work was bad.

· That work caused too much heartache

· That work kept one up at night.

· But remember that Solomon was describing work done in self-separation from God!

As Solomon reflected on the meaning of life and wrestled with the concept of work;

· He came to understand work could be very joyful.

· He reflected back when his work was guided by and dedicated to the Lord.

· Such work carries great rewards.

· Also remember that we studied back in our Dec. 13th lesson that Biblical joy is “Is a settled confidence that we rest securely in God’s grace no matter what happens.”

Solomon found that to find fulfillment in life and work as the Lord provided was rewarding enough;

· In v27 he writes, “There is nothing better for man than to eat, drink, and to enjoy his work.”

· We eat and drink to have strength to work.

· We work so we can provide food and drink for ourselves and for our family.

· Solomon indicated people can enjoy their work when they realize that this blessing is indeed from God’s hand.

What specifically is from God’s hand?

· Both work and the ability to enjoy work.

· The work we do might be vocation where we earn a living.

· Or our work might be raising children or grand-children.

· We need to remember that apart from Him none of us could eat and enjoy life.

Solomon contrasted the lived of two types of people;

· Those who please God.

· Those who do not please Him.

· Those who please God give wisdom, knowledge, and joy, and the ability and the know-how to work.

· To those who do not please Him He gives the task of gathering and accumulating so they can give what they gather to those who are pleasing in God’s sight. v26

· Solomon regarded the sinner’s lifestyle as being “futile and a pursuit of the wind.”

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (My Work-God’s Gift) Ecclesiastes 5: 18-20.  Listen to what Solomon had seen to be good as these verses are read.

As we have progressed through this lesson we have noticed a shift in the way we should view work;
· Instead of worrying about what will become of the things we have acquired once we are gone;

· We have shifted our focus toward enjoying our work in the present.

In this final section of Scripture verses, we focus on;

· Why we can enjoy our work.

· We can enjoy it because it “is a gift of God.” v19

· Our lives are gifts from God to us.

· The gift of life in this world is brief and we have but a “few days” to do God’s will.

· Solomon’s purpose in writing Ecclesiastes was to help us make the most of those few days for God (Eccl. 12:13)

Solomon tells us how we should spend our time on earth;

· He listed our need to eat and drink.

· To experience good in all our labor.

· We often fail to recognize that true meaning in life involves accepting God’s gift of life and work.

· Solomon referred to our ability to live and to enjoy work as our reward.

Solomon continues his focus on the theme of life as a gift from God by stating;

· “God has also given riches and wealth to every man.” v19

· This statement means that God has given each person sufficient wealth to do what He wants the person to accomplish.

· Solomon devoted himself to serving God’s people early in his career.

· Eventually he married foreign wives who turned his heart from following the Lord.

· He wrote this book later in his life and reflects a sober view of life, describing the futility of life without God and the joy of life with Him.

Solomon made an observation about the person who attains such enjoyment of their life and work;

· Such a person “does not often consider the days of his life” v20

· Life never seems wasted or dull when dedicated to God’s service.

· The person in tune with God’s purpose for their life is too busy enjoying life to despair of what will happen when they are gone.

Christians today should learn how to enjoy the simple things of life;

· We rush through our days, failing to take the time to smell the roses.

· We gobble down our food without enjoying it, and sometimes we don’t even thank God for it.

A sign hanging in an office says;

· “Choose a job you love and you will never have to work a day in your life.”

· May we fall in love with the Lord and with the work He has given us to do so that our work is a joy rather than a burden.

Of Clouds and Linings
There’s an old saying that “every cloud has a silver lining”; but sometimes a silver lining has a cloud.  There are advantages and disadvantages to almost every situation, depending on what one is looking for.  Whether it’s a cloud with a silver lining or a silver lining with a cloud depends on one’s perspective.
To a farmer, a smooth, nicely plowed field is the silver lining that can be obtained only after the cloud of rocks is removed.  One old man remembered when he was 14 years old and he and his dad would drive a tractor with a large scoop bucket across the fields of their farm.  They would pick up various rocks, putting them in the scoop.  When the scoop was full, they would dump the rocks in a corner of the field.  The whole process was necessary because a rock the size of a softball could cause serious damage to their farm equipment.  Needless to say, the rocks were a great nuisance and a lot of hard work to remove.

Yet what may be a cloud sometimes can turn into a silver lining.  In the British Isles, farmers would be dismayed at the prospect of having to remove large stones that had worked up to the surface over the centuries.  This meant having to engage in the backbreaking work of carrying those stones to the edge of the field.  But this cloud of rocks then became a silver lining of useful stone fences that separated the fields.  Even today many farms there are still bordered by these fences.

To Christians, Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith.  But to the disobedient, He is a rock of offense.  Sometimes a person must stumble over this rock of offense to realize how much of a cornerstone Jesus can and should be in his or her life.

Prayer:

Lord help us to enjoy the good life You have given each of us.

Thank you for the work you have given each of us to do.

May we continue to do our work for You.
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