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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Wrestling With Life’s Mysteries
1st Week: “Wrestling With the Meaning of Life”; We studied how life has meaning when we are in God’s will in our lives; that life will not wear us down if we live our lives devoted to God.
2nd Week:  “Wrestling With Time”; God controls our time.  We need to always be in His will for our lives and we will never lack the time to serve Him and others.
3rd Week:  “Wrestling With Injustice”; How we as believers are to respond to the injustices people inflict on one another; how we are to live our lives and act with grace and justice to other people.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the place and power of material possessions in our lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Prioritize where you invest your energy, what you think is important, and what truly is valuable.
“Stuff” (definition);

· Materials, supplies, or equipment used in various activities.

Comic George Carlin’s view on “stuff”;
Actually this is just a place for my stuff, ya know? That's all, a little place for my stuff. That's all I want, that's all you need in life, is a little place for your stuff, ya know? I can see it on your table, everybody's got a little place for their stuff. This is my stuff, that's your stuff, that'll be his stuff over there. That's all you need in life, a little place for your stuff. That's all your house is: a place to keep your stuff. If you didn't have so much stuff, you wouldn't need a house. You could just walk around all the time.

A house is just a pile of stuff with a cover on it. You can see that when you're taking off in an airplane. You look down, you see everybody's got a little pile of stuff. All the little piles of stuff. And when you leave your house, you gotta lock it up. Wouldn't want somebody to come by and take some of your stuff. They always take the good stuff. They never bother with that cheap stuff you're saving. All they want is the shiny stuff. That's what your house is, a place to keep your stuff while you go out and get...more stuff!.

This week’s lesson is about how we “wrestle” with the place and power of material possessions in our lives;

· This lesson is taught by Solomon;

· A man who had more possessions than any of us could ever hope to have.

· This lesson will help us prioritize where we invest our energy, what we think is important, and what truly is valuable to us.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “I Have a Lot of Stuff”; Having a lot of stuff is only meaningful when we are willing to allow God to use that stuff for the advancement of His kingdom.
2. “I Want More Stuff”; Amassing wealth often leads to a desire to dedicate one’s life exclusively to amassing more wealth; true meaning in life, however, is found in serving God, not storing stuff.
3. “I Don’t Want to Leave My Stuff”; Since we can no more take our possessions with us than we can grab hold of the wind, we should leave our stuff to causes advancing God’s kingdom.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (I Have a Lot of Stuff) Ecclesiastes 2: 4-8.  Listen to all the stuff Solomon had as these verses are read.

Solomon provides us a list of his achievements (great works KJV);

· He built houses.                             -   Acquired servants and slaves.
· Planted vineyards.                         -   Owned many herds of cattle and flocks.

· Made gardens and parks.               -   Amassed silver and gold.

· Planted every kind of fruit tree.     -   The treasure of kings and provinces.

· Constructed reservoirs.                  -   Gathered singers and many concubines.

Solomon’s affirmation, “I made my works great.”

· This term could refer to the quantity of things he tried.

· In Solomon’s day a man’s importance was measured in terms of his possessions.

· In Hebrew society, people viewed abundance of wealth as a sign of God’s favor and blessing.

But notice these verses are used with the words “I”, “me”, or “for myself.”

· Though Solomon obviously was blessed by God,
· He made the same mistake we often make.

· He took the material aspects of the blessing and became possessive and selfish.

We need to realize that meaning in life does not come through achievement or the accumulation of stuff;

· Sometimes we feel torn between the demands of Christ and the pursuit of the “Great American Dream.”

· Jesus reminds us we cannot serve two masters, God and material things.
· Our culture values money, wealth, power, and prestige.

· People in our culture say they want things for themselves.

· They measure their success by how much they have.

· Even if they are successful, all they can really say is that they indeed have a lot of “stuff.”

Today, all of us need to evaluate ourselves to better understand whether we are basing our self-worth on our accomplishments and accumulations;

· We need to understand the difference between “net worth” and “self worth.”

· A person who does not have a penny (low net worth) but who is close to God (high self-worth) is far richer than…

· The person who has a lot of stuff (high net worth) but is far from the Lord (low self-worth).

· Rather than define blessings in terms of how much stuff we have

· Try defining blessings in terms of how much of ourselves we have given to the Lord (James 2:5).

A wise man once said, “There is nothing wrong with having things, as long as things don’t have you.”

· Think for a moment; do you have possessions, or do possessions have you?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (I Want More Stuff) Ecclesiastes 5: 10-14.  Listen to what happens to what is loved as these verses are read.

Up to this point we have seen how Solomon accumulated a lot of stuff;
· He was blessed with material possessions beyond our wildest dreams.

· Stuff cannot make or keep us happy for long.

· Most of the time we grow tired of our stuff and go out and buy more.

Solomon said, “The one who loves money is never satisfied with money.” v10

· Because he realized neither he nor anyone else would or could be content with what they had.

· Owning lots of stuff usually feeds a strong desire to acquire even more.

· Solomon refers to the inability of money to satisfy as being “futile” (vanity KJV)

· This term is used by him over 30 times in the Book of Ecclesiastes.

· Solomon wanted to emphasize the “vanity” or “emptiness” of pursuing meaning in life through accumulation of money or the “stuff” money buys.

Does the futility of amassing money and stuff mean all accumulations of wealth are wrong?

· The short answer is “no.”

· This verse warns against the love of money, not money itself.

· Solomon’s point was regarding people who made it their lives’ ambitions to pursue constantly the accumulation of money and stuff.

· Jesus gives us this warning in Matthew 6:24; "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
What additional advice do we need?

· The unbridled love of money or the stuff it buys is counterproductive for finding meaning in this life.
· The secret to finding real meaning in this life is to love God in the same way that others love money and stuff.
· When we love God this way, money and stuff always will find their proper place in our lives.
· Our money and stuff will be at God’s disposal when He occupies the position of first live in our lives.
Solomon also pointed out 4 other problems with money and stuff beyond their inability to satisfy us.

· 1.  Amassed wealth attracts outsiders who want to consume it.
· One person’s wealth triggers another person’s greed.

· 2.  The anxiety that wealthy people experience.
· The wealthy had difficulty falling asleep at times thinking of losing what they accumulated.
· 3.  People taking the wrong approach to money and stuff.
· Instead of thinking of money and stuff as a blessing from God to be used for helping those who needed it.
· The wealthy were hoarding and guarding their wealth.
· Things, no matter how many or how much we have, should never displace God and family in our lives.
· 4.  Wealth amassed could also be wealth lost.
· Wealthy estates of the rich could perish just like a person.
· The bad venture (evil travail KJV) could have been a poor investment choice or a lost due to the fraud and deceit of others.
John D. Rockefeller was once asked, “How much money is enough?”

· He replied, “Just a little bit more.”

· Hopefully our priorities in life are different from his.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (I Don’t Want to Leave My Stuff) Ecclesiastes 5: 15-16.  Listen to what stuff we will take with us when we die.

Solomon made an observation spanning a person’s life from the womb to the tomb;

· A person leaves this world as naked as he came. v15

· People have no stuff at birth.

· They cannot take any stuff with them at death.

· When we die, our hands will be empty, just as the day we were born.

Solomon asked, “What does he gain who struggles for the wind?” v16

· The obvious answer is nothing.

· More stuff will not increase one’s chances of finding meaning in this life any more than having more wind would enable people to have success at acquiring the wind.

What can believers today do to avoid this futile struggling for the wind?

· First, evaluate the things that are temporal verses those that are eternal.

· Second, look for ways to take those things that are temporal in nature and make them count for God throughout eternity.

· Finally, look for ways to pass on wealth in ways to further God’s kingdom.

Two wealthy men were at the funeral home because of the death of another rich man.

· One wealthy man asked his companion, “How much do you suppose that old Harry left?”

· His wise friend said sadly, “He left it all.”

· No matter how much people have of earthly treasures, we cannot carry any of it beyond death.

· Trying to do this is like trying to catch the wind.

Are You Rich?
There is this story of a girl and her young brother who were collecting money on a Saturday morning from customers on their newspaper route.  It was a cold, wintry day, and the children had rather threadbare clothes.  When they stopped at one house, the woman, seeing how cold they were, invited them in for a cup of hot chocolate.  As they drank the chocolate, the woman went about her Saturday morning duties of cleaning the house.  When she came by the living room a bit later to see how they were getting along, the girl shyly asked, “Ma’am, are you rich?”

“Land sakes, no,” replied the woman, “I’m not rich.”

“But your cups and saucers match,” said the girl.

In the neighborhood where I grew up, we did not consider ourselves rich.  In our home, my parents had two sets of dinnerware-one for special occasions and one for everyday use.  The cups and saucers matched in both sets.  Yet I remember families in our neighborhood that did not have cups and saucers that matched.

When we compare ourselves with Bill Gates, it is easy to convince ourselves that we are not rich.  But when we compare ourselves with the majority of the world, many of us are wealthy beyond comprehension.  By one estimate in 2004, about half the world’s population lives on less than $2 per day.  Those whose cups and saucers match perhaps should pay close attention to what Jesus has blessed them with.
Prayer;

Lord help us to be faithful trustees of the things You have blessed us with.

Help us see through the fog of our possessions to understand how desperately we need You to provide for us.
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