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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Wrestling With Life’s Mysteries
3rd
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about how believers experience and respond to the injustices people inflict on one another.
How this lesson can impact your life: Evaluate how you respond to injustice in your community, and act with grace and justice in your daily life.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “The Place of Injustice”; Injustice occurs whenever and wherever a person is not treated as one created in the image and likeness of God.
2. “The Power of Oppression”; God’s people should seek to view life from the vantage point of the oppressed and allow what they see to motivate them to work against injustice in all its forms.
3. “The Procedure of Protest”; When facing oppression, we should follow the proper procedures for redressing grievances, trusting God to effect positive change in His time.
4. “The Prospect of Reversal”; Ultimately, wicked people will face God-wrought justice and the righteous will be restored.

“Injustice” (definition);
· Violation of right or of the rights of another.

· An act that inflicts undeserved hurt.
· Applies to any act that involves unfairness to another or violation of one's rights.
“Justice” (definition);

· The fair treatment of all people by ensuring that their rights are protected.
Have you ever personally experienced “injustice?”

· Sometimes women are treated differently from men in the workplace.

· In the supermarket, someone in from of you with 20 items in the express lane.

· Cheated out of a promotion you deserved.
· Lost your pension due to fraudulent people.

Experiencing injustice makes us feel;

· Hurt-mad-bitterness-depressed-sad

Often people experience injustice from those who should be assisting them;

· We all need grace and forgiveness.

· The church should be an agent of hope and justice.

· Today’s lesson should help us “wrestle” with our prejudices and attitudes as they relate to others in our lives.
· Today’s lesson is also our Sanctity of Human Life lesson.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (The Place of Injustice) Ecclesiastes 3: 16-17.  Listen to who God will judge as these verses are read.

As Solomon conducted his examination of human activity, he observed wickedness instead of judgment v16;

· Judgment refers to the just or equitable treatment of all people.

· The “place of judgment” could refer to the court system.

· It could also refer to the whole of human society.

· God expects all people to treat all other people equitably and fairly.

Solomon saw wickedness thriving where judgment was expected;

· Indicating how hopeless life without God had become.

· He observed violence, crime, and unethical behavior.

God expects His people to conform to His laws and ordinances;

· What Solomon observed was just the opposite.

· Violence instead of justice.

· Lawlessness instead of conformity.

· Injustice instead of equity.

· Even Solomon himself had been guilty by marrying wives devoted to false gods.

What was Solomon thinking as he observed injustice?
· He knew the certainty of divine judgment as the only solution to those being treated with injustice.

· Solomon knew the courts had upheld wickedness.

· But that God would judge both the righteous and the wicked. v17

· That God Himself would judge all people, good and bad.

So where exactly was the place of injustice in Solomon’s day?

· Within the family.

· Within the marketplace.

· Within the legal system.

· Within the realm of interpersonal relationships.

Where exactly is the place of injustice today?

· Everywhere someone is bullied, cheated, lied to, or falsely accused.

· God expects all people to treat everyone fairly.

· Every time we fall short of this expectation from God.

· We have participated in an injustice.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (The Power of Oppression) Ecclesiastes 4:1.  Listen to who comforts the oppressed while this verse is being read.

Suffering wrong at the hands of others is devastating for at least two reasons;

· First:      Oppressed people have to bear the brunt of cruelty.

· Often the cruelty involves physical torment.
· Always cruelty involves mental anguish.
· Second:  They carry on with their lives only with the hope of a better day.

· When the hope of a better day is crushed, they lose heart, adding to their sadness.

Solomon did not observe the oppressions only;

· He also saw the tears of the oppressed.

· Often today, the impact of oppression goes unnoticed or ignored.

· Even God’s people turn the other way.

Solomon’s observed that the “oppressed have no one to comfort them;”

· Frequently this includes God’s people.

· God’s people often do not intervene to comfort the oppressed, or hold back their oppressors.

· Solomon repeated their plight, “They have no one to comfort them.”

· Do you comfort the oppressed?  Does our church?

Someone read our 3rd group of Scripture verses (The Procedure of Protest) Ecclesiastes 8: 2-9.  Listen to what we are not to be in a hurry to do as these verses are read.

Solomon suggested that his subjects may have opportunities to challenge authority.
· There was an appropriate time and procedure to effectively protest their injustices.

· Obey the law by keeping “the king’s command” v2

· Follow God’s plan for subjects to do good rather than “persist in a bad cause” and to obey the king for his “word is authoritative” (v3-4)

· Be “wise” and wait for “the right time and procedure” to protest in spite of the heaviness of the troubles you are facing (v5-6)

Today, as we oppose injustice;

· We must always be in touch with how God is working and never find ourselves working against Him.

· If we are seeking and following His guidance and not following our own;

· We can be confident in the timing and the methods we use as we stand against injustice.

As we oppose injustice;

· We must be patient and persistent.

· We need to realize that even if we follow the right way, there is no guarantee that what we expect or desire will happen.

· Even when wrong seems to prevail, we must continue to trust the Lord.

· We need to keep praying and leave the ultimate consequences to His control.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (The Prospect of Reversal) Ecclesiastes 8: 10-13.  Listen to what happens to God fearing people as these verses are read.

Solomon shared his observations from the funerals of wicked people;

· They gained wealth and prestige for themselves at the expense of the poor.

· Even though they were wicked, they received great praise at their funerals.

· Solomon pointed out that their lives were futile (vanity KJV) v10

· Some might praise them while others might forget them.

· Solomon’s point was that they died, and they were dead and gone.

Solomon deliberated as to why oppression and wrongdoing occurred in the first place;

· He spoke of delay in carrying out “the sentence against a criminal act.”v11

· That this delay resulted in more people being “inclined to commit crime.” v11
· Solomon observed widespread decline in his kingdom, resulting in rampant oppression.

Today, God-fearing people acknowledge their dependence on Him;

· They would not oppress the vulnerable members of society.

· They know such actions would displease God.

The wicked, however, due to their lack of reverence for God;

· Would face tough times ahead.

· Their days would not be as long or as full as they planned.

· Those who suffer unjustly should understand that divine judgment is coming.

As believers, we can allow our faith in God to guide our words and actions in such a way that;

· Others are helped, not hurt.

· Jesus has a heart for the poor and vulnerable.

· His heart should be seen in our actions to end oppression and violence.

· We (and our church) can help ensure equal treatment of all people by taking an active role in community affairs.

Trust For The Journey

As we start on a trip, there are many things in which we place our trust.  We trust in our automobile to give us good service.  We trust the traffic enforcement officers to maintain the laws of the highway so the journey will be safe.  We trust that the gas stations will be open for the purpose of refueling and restaurants will be open for food.  The map we read we trust to be accurate.  We are confident that the road signs point the right direction.
Our walk with God also demands trust.  On this spiritual journey, we depend upon God’s protection that He will build a hedge of safety around us.  We depend upon spiritual nourishment from the encouragement of others and a refueling and renewing by the Holy Spirit.  The Word of God is our road map, and we can be sure that following this will never leads us down a wrong road.

Before we start out on a journey, it’s best that we plan ahead.  The same is true for our spiritual journey.  Time spent with God in prayer and Bible reading at the beginning of the day puts us on the right road.  Times of encouragement as we interact with fellow Christians and other people provide nourishment and fuel for the journey.  God has promised that He will never abandon those who belong to Him.  It is He, and only He, who can be trusted to provide guidance, protection, and strength for our journey toward eternity.

Prayer:

Lord help us act on the basis of biblical principles of justice all the days of our lives.
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