August 30, 2009                                Will You Remain Faithful?                              #119                                                                                                                            
5th lesson this month on the topic:  Finding and Following God’s Will
1st Week:  “Do You See the Big Picture?”; The big picture is that God wants all to be saved, to be holy, and to pursue good.
2nd Week: “Have You Found Your Place?”; Are we using our God given abilities?  Are we accepting God’s call for our lives?  Do we honor the Lord in everything we do?
3rd Week: “Do You Require Signs?”; We discussed the dangers of depending on miraculous signs to confirm God’s will in our lives; God reveals His perfect will to us through our growing relationship with Him.
4th Week: “Are You Running From God’s Will?”; instead of running from God we should be on mission with Him and earnestly do His will.
What this lesson is about: Believers should follow God’s will even when doing so involves paying a difficult price.
How this lesson can impact your life: Commit to follow God’s will even when it is difficult, and discover resources that strengthen you as you seek to follow His will in difficult circumstances.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Reach Out to Believers for Encouragement”; We need a few close friends who can provide encouragement, and whom we can encourage, in our pursuit of accomplishing God’s will.  A constant struggle exists between our spirits and our flesh.  While our spirits desire to obey God and pursue His will, our flesh wants us to be satisfied with our selfish wishes.
2. “Find Strength and Commitment in Prayer”; We can “Find Strength and Commitment in Prayer” to successfully navigate this battle.
3. “Consider Difficulties as Opportunities to Glorify God”; We must be prepared to live with the persecution we will almost certainly face as a result of following the will of God.
Most of you are familiar with the TV game show “The Price is Right”;

· Contestants try to guess the price of a prize with exceeding the actual price of the item.

· What “price” are you willing to pay to live in God’s will?

“Faithful” (definition);

· Steadfast in affection or allegiance.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Reach Out to Believers for Encouragement) Matthew 26: 36-38.  Listen to what Jesus told His disciples.

Jesus’ life provides the best example we can ever have in regard to living out the Christian faith;

· He, being the Son of God, is the only man who ever knew and embraced the Father’s will every single moment of His life.

· In His humanity, there were times when He was tempted to venture away from the will of the Father.

· We will examine a few of the ways Jesus was able to overcome temptation so we can become better prepared to deal with the temptations that we will also face.

Jesus brought the disciples “to a place called Gethsemane”;

· Jesus told most of the disciples to remain where they were while He went a bit farther to pray.

· He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee (James and John) with Him to pray.

· This shows that Jesus had a closer relationship with these 3 men than with the others.

· He was close to the others (he handpicked each one), but it shows a particular “closeness” He had with these 3 men.

The closeness of these three is a principle we should not take lightly;

· We ought to have many Christian friends who will always be there for us.

· To pray, encourage, and fellowship with us.

· But we also need a select few who know us even more intimately.

· So close to us that they will correct us when we are wrong and make mistakes.

· Those that know our struggles and will do anything to help us overcome them.

When following God’s will seem hard to you;

· Reach out to believers for encouragement.

· Also look around for other believers you can encourage as they seek to follow God’s will.

Peter, James, and John were apparently this type of friend to Jesus;

· Jesus told them, “My soul is swallowed up in sorrow-to the point of death.” v38

· His words reveal the inner turmoil Jesus was facing.

· He knew the will of the Father.

· He knew that He would accomplish that will.

Jesus then asked the 3 disciples to “remain” where they were as He went a bit farther to be alone with the Father;

· He gave a single command: “Stay awake/watch with me” v38.
· This one simple task was all Jesus asked for as He proceeded farther into the garden to spend time with the Father.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Find Strength and Commitment in Prayer) Matthew 26: 39-46.  Listen to how many times Jesus went away and prayed.

We pick back up here with Jesus “going a little farther” v39;
· “He fell facedown and prayed.”

· Think about it…if Jesus is our prime example of doing the Father’s will, and if He finds it necessary to get alone and pray….

· Then clearly we should commit to do the same.

Our text tells us that Jesus “fell facedown”;

· This shows us the extreme anguish Jesus was going through.

· He knew that His forthcoming crucifixion was going to be intensely difficult.

· He pleaded, “My Father!  If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me.”

· In spite of knowing about the forthcoming torture and humiliation, Jesus concluded His plea “Yet not as I will, but as You will” v39

How many of us are able to be this strong in commitment to the Father?

· Which of us is able to beg and plead with God to find another way?

· Yet end the prayer by admitting that the Father’s will is the only will that matters.

· This is a powerful testimony about abiding in God’s will regardless of the consequences.

After Jesus’ emotional communication with the Father He returned to Peter, James and John;

· He found them sleeping. v40

· Staying awake is the one thing Jesus asked of them.

· Yet they failed to do what He asked.
· He wanted them to stay awake so they would not enter into temptation. v41

Jesus concluded this correction of the disciples with an interesting statement;

· “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” v41

· Jesus acknowledged that He knew their hearts and desires were in the right place.

· They loved Jesus dearly.

· Jesus knew their flesh was weak, and would end up controlling their bodies.

· When this occurs they would have a problem following God’s will.

This conflict between the spirit and the flesh is not limited to these disciples;

· It is a battle all believers must face each and every day.

· We must not let the desires of the flesh control our actions.

· We genuinely want to do the things God calls us to do, yet we just never get around to doing them.

· Our selfish desires and wants creep in and prevent our calling from ever being accomplished.

Fortunately, He also provides a way to overcome these temptations of the flesh;

· By praying.

· Prayer is so important when we try to follow God’s will in our lives.

· This one spiritual discipline comes up over and over again.

· If we are going to follow the will of God, we must have regular communications with Him, seeking His help to resist temptation.
Our text shows Jesus went away and prayed two more times;

· He continued to ask them if they were still sleeping.

· Jesus told them: “Look, the time is near.  The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Get up; let’s go!  See-My betrayer is near” v45-46

Jesus wanted the disciples to see that they missed an opportunity to spend time in prayer preparing their hearts and minds for the upcoming events;

· For us, this serves as a great reminder for being obedient to God.

· We may not know the exact time God expects us to do a specific action.

· But we must always be prepared.

· We prepare by communicating (praying) to Him.

· For us to follow God’s will, we need to always be in prayer with Him.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Consider Difficulties as Opportunities to Glorify God) 1 Peter 4: 12-14, 19.  Listen for positive terms that Peter uses to discuss persecution.

Christians today suffer painful trials because of the name of Christ; 
· Christian values are maligned.
· The rights of believers to share their faith or declare their beliefs are threatened in certain situations.
· Converts from some religions are threatened and harmed physically.
· Converts can be cut off from their families, shunned, even killed because of their conversion to Christianity.
We tend to do considerable hand wringing … shocked that such things could happen.  How would Peter respond?

· Don’t be surprised at painful trials. v12
· It is not something strange. v12
· You should rejoice that you participate in sufferings of Christ. v13
· You will be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.
· You are blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. v14
· Don’t be ashamed – the world tries to shame us for what we believe. 

· Praise God that you bear the name of Christian.
Consider what Peter meant when he talked about “so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

· Think about a prisoner of war.
· What is one of the things that keeps them going, keeps their hopes alive?

· It is the anticipation of ultimate release, return to home.
We can endure sufferings because we look forward to eternity with Jesus;
· Ultimate release from the bondage of the world’s influence.
· Anticipating our being with the Lord throughout eternity.
Sometimes it might be God’s will for someone to suffer;
· They may need to learn to trust the Lord.
· God wants them to be able to help someone else who will go through that same problem.
· As a testimony and encouragement to others.
· So they will be able to testify of God’s faithfulness in the midst of one of the problems common to all men.
Peter identified three attitudes in verse 19 for those undergoing persecution for their faith;
· Commit themselves to God.
· Trust the faithful Creator.
· Continue to do good.
.
Let’s look at why Peter focused on God as Creator rather than on Christ as the Savior;
· God is the origin of all elements in the universe.
· He is the origin of all that is good, not anything that is evil.
· He creates good situations, good things for us.
· The suffering may be the result of some evil (Satan at work, a sinner’s evil actions).
· But God creates good out of it for us, for those around us.
Consider Matthew Henrys commentary on these truths, “And if the way of the righteous be so hard, then how hard shall be the end of the ungodly sinner, who walks in sin with delight, and thinks the righteous is a fool for all his pains! 

The only way to keep the soul well is; 

· to commit it to God by prayer, and 

· patient perseverance in well-doing
(He will overrule all to the final advantage of the believer. “

Reproached for the Name
Many farmers during the Great Depression were not college graduates.  They were all hard working people.  They lived close to the soil and nature for their livelihood.

During this time they had agricultural experts come around, telling them how to farm better.  The farmers could not see that the “book learning” of the experts would be very helpful to them.  They tended to dismiss these experts as part of “those New Dealers.”  The term was usually said with a sneer and a shrug, dismissing the experts’ advice as unrealistic and worthless.

The phase “New Dealers” became a synonym for “fancy-pants” scholars who had never perched on the seat of a tractor.  Actually, many of the New Dealers had good ideas that would take another generation to become accepted on American farms.  Several New Deal agencies were an immense aid to impoverished farmers.  But often it was just easier to dismiss the New Dealers reproachfully, even when they deserved better.

Peter notes that we as Christians often are reproached (disapproved of) because of our name (verse 14), even when we deserve better.  We do well to keep in mind that this may be due just to defensiveness or lazy thinking on the part of the critic.  Given time, they may come around.  God is patient.

Prayer:

Lord, may we always trust and obey You.

In times of trouble help us be submissive to Your will.
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