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1st lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For The Christian Life
This final series of lessons on making a case for our Christian faith emphasizes;
· That life lived in a relationship with Jesus Christ focused on eternal values and connected to a church is the best way to live.
· Christians have the right and responsibility to share the gospel with all people.

Our lesson theme this month is:  “The Case for the Christian Life.”

· This week:  “Why the Christian Life is Better”; this lesson makes the case for placing our faith in Christ and for walking with Him in faith.

· Nov. 14th :   “Life in Light of Eternity”; This lesson encourages us to look at life against the backdrop of eternity.  It makes the case that greed for what is temporary will cause people to miss what is truly important.

· Nov. 21st :  “Life Together”; Many people are open to spiritual things but not to church.  We need to understand and be able to explain God’s intended role for the church in the lives of all believers.

· Nov. 28th :  “Life Worth Sharing”; Many people object to Christians sharing their faith with people who already practice their own religion.  We will recognize that all people need to know Christ, and be challenged to determine to share Him with others.
What this lesson is about: Life is better when lived in relationship with Jesus because He gives us His presence, peace, and purpose.
How this lesson can impact your life: Make the case that the Christian life is a better way of life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “The Presence”; God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of Christians so His presence would remain in all those who believe in Christ.
2. “The Peace”; Genuine and lasting peace comes only from God.
3. “The Purpose”; True joy only comes as a result of a relationship with Christ.  God desires a personal relationship with all people.  This friendship is only possible by receiving Jesus as personal Lord and Savior.
“The best things in life don’t come easy.”
· Have you ever heard that phrase before?

· Can you relate to it?

· Being a husband/wife, or father/mother takes a great deal of work!

· But all of us know it’s worth every second of it!

In many ways, the Christian life follows this same track;

· Following Christ is not always easy.

· But it is always rewarding.

· Living in a manner honoring to God takes work.

· The joy and peace experienced by having a genuine relationship with God makes all the effort and struggles worthwhile.

The bigger issue is figuring out how to share this message to the unbeliever;

· Put yourself in their shoes for a second.

· They see you as giving up at least a half day of your weekend.

· Voluntarily making regular monetary contributions.

· Listening to some guy tell you how to live every week.
· And choosing to obey some arbitrary set of rules.

· What’s the appeal of that?

This issue just happens to be the main point of this week’s lesson;

· We will see that while living the Christian life isn’t easy.

· It is definitely worthwhile.

· Today’s lesson will provide an evangelistic tool as we seek to understand why the Christian life is better than any other manner of living.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (The Presence) John 14: 15-18.

Listen to what Jesus told the disciples as these verses are being read.

Remember how we said that the best things in life don’t come easy?

· Scripture makes this clear as we begin today’s study.

· In verse 15 Jesus states, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

· The devoted believer will seek a lifestyle of obedience to Christ.

· This lifestyle will not always be easy.

· We will be tempted by the things of the world.

In this text, we have John’s account of the disciples’ last few moments with Jesus;

· Here were 11 men who have given up everything to passionately follow Jesus.

· Now He was informing them His time on earth was coming to an end.

· This was not exactly an easy message for them to accept.

Jesus’ provisions didn’t stop with the disciples, but carry on to all believers until He returns;

· This should provide a great sense of encouragement;

· And serve as a great foundation as we build our case for the Christian life being better than the alternatives.

After telling the disciples that He expected obedience from those who love Him;

· He petitioned the Father on their behalf.

· Jesus claimed that He “will ask (pray KJV) the Father” v16

· And in the same breath continued His statement by saying, “and He (the Father) will give.”

This statement is important because we can bring our requests before the Father and ask for help and guidance;

· Jesus can speak God’s answer to us.

· When we ask for something;

· God may answer that prayer with either a “yes” or with a “no.”

· When Jesus asks for us, the only answer is “yes.”

The intimate relationship the disciples had with Jesus helped in their petitions to the Father;

· This is the relationship that Jesus did not want to break.

· This is why the Father gave “another counselor (comforter KJV)” v16.

Both of these words (“another” and “counselor”) contain great importance and need to be studied further;

· We find that the Father gave “another” Counselor.

· Notice the Scripture does not say “a” counselor or a “different” counselor.

· In English, we often use the word “another” to mean a second one or third one.
· The Greek word means “another of the same kind.”

· The Counselor given is to be like Jesus Himself.

· We see that the One like Jesus is referred to as “Counselor.”

· “Counselor” translated as comforter, helper, and advocate.

· The word contains the meaning of working on someone’s behalf, or coming alongside someone.

· The Counselor picked up where Jesus left off after His ascension.

· While Jesus physically walking the earth for a short time, “another” Counselor will be with us forever.

The description of the Counselor indicates that He essentially took over Jesus’ place on earth;

· Who could ever take the Son of God’s place?

· That role could only be done by another equal member of the holy Trinity.

· Jesus told the disciples that the Counselor “is the Spirit of truth” v17.

Just as Jesus came to the disciples and they chose to follow Him;

· The Holy Spirit comes to us today and we must choose to follow.

· While the world does not know the Holy Spirit;

· Believers “do know Him” v17

· We know Him “because He remains with” us.

· He resides in us after we receive Christ as our Lord and Savior.

· The atonement of Christ gives us the privilege of experiencing a personal relationship with the Father through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Only believers can enjoy the continued presence of God in their lives;

· Just as Jesus told the disciples that He would “not leave them as orphans (comfortless KJV);

· We know that God never abandons us.

· We know that we will face some very tough times in this life.

· But we also know that we will never have to face them alone.

· We know that the first reason the Christian life is the best life is because we have the presence of the divine Counselor abiding in us forever!

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (The Peace) John 14: 27-31a.

Listen to what Jesus promised as these verses are read.

We just studied the first thing Jesus promised His disciples as He prepared them for His departure;
· His continued presence through the Holy Spirit.

· He followed up with another promise-peace;

· Jesus told the disciples that it is “peace I leave with you” v27

· This peace far surpasses any peace or comfort we can find in the world alone.

· This is the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:7).

· As believers we receive a peace that the world will never understand.

· A peace the world will never experience unless they accept Him.

The world gives with an expectation that the gift they give will be repaid;

· Often with interest in some form or fashion.

· God however does not give His peace in this manner.

· He gives it unconditionally with no hidden strings or expectations that we repay.

· God not only gives us peace-but He gives us the greatest gift of all-His One and Only Son.

· He gives us this gift for no other reason than He loves us.

The “greater than I” v28 terminology does not compare Jesus’ and the Father’s rank or equality, but rather their roles;

· Just as the Holy Spirit is as equally God as Jesus;

· So both are as equally God as the Father.

· They are all equal Persons in a single Godhead.

· Jesus spoke of His submission to the Father;
· His submissive act of sacrifice to atone for our sins was nearly complete.

· His return to the Father opened the door for His provision of peace and His coming to them in the Person of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus wanted the disciples to understand His message;

· He realized that they may not believe if He was not thorough and clear in His presentation v29.

· He told them He would not talk with them much longer and would be going away v30.

· They would still be taken care of by the Holy Spirit, through both His presence and His giving of peace.

While the disciples were probably anxious about this time of great transition;

· We can look back with praise and adoration.

· We have a God who loves us so much that He became flesh and died for our sins.

· Before his gruesome death, His concern was our well-being.

· He assured all future generations of believers that they would be able to cling to God’s presence and peace.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (The Purpose) John 15: 11-16.
Listen to Jesus explain our purpose in life as these verses are read.

The final benefit of the Christian life Jesus shared with the disciples is divine purpose;

· People of all walks of life want to figure out their meaning in life.

· Their purpose for living;

· Or the reason they were placed on the earth.

· Christianity provides that answer.

We were created to fellowship with God;

· For this reason Jesus shared the analogy of the vine and the branches with the disciples (v1-10 not in our text).

· He informed them that their purpose was to abide in Him so that they might produce spiritual fruit.

Jesus continued the discussion by noting that “these things”;

· Provide the Christian with a supernatural joy coming only from Him.

· People may be happy at certain times in their lives because of their own doing;
· But no one can experience genuine joy apart from a relationship with Christ.

· Jesus said as much by telling the disciples that only through Him will their joy be complete.

God doesn’t want us to be happy temporarily because of pleasant circumstances;

· He wants us to be full of lasting joy that transcends circumstances.

· The only way to obtain genuine and complete joy is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

So now we have established that true joy only originates within the Christian life;
· How do we take hold of this life full of God’s presence, peace, and purpose?

· It’s one of the most simple yet most difficult things to do.

· We simply have to obey God.

How do we obey God?

· We do that by following His commands.

· What are His commands?

· In the Book of Mark we find the two greatest commandments;

· “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and all your mind, and all your strength.”

· And to “love your neighbor as yourself.”

In verse 12 Jesus tells us:  “This is My command: love one another.”

· The Christian life contains an emphasis on love.

· We are called to love others just as Christ has loved us.

· Christ demonstrated the depth of His love for us by dying on our behalf.

· There is no “greater love than this” v13.

What is God’s purpose behind His desire for us to have;

· Joy, to love one another, to be His friends, and to keep His commands?
· We should use all these blessing to go out and produce fruit v16.

· When we are producing fruit in the name of Christ, we have a direct line of communication with the Father.

Does this mean that we will receive whatever we pray for?

· By no means!

· When our relationship with Him is to the point that we are truly abiding in Him;

· Then the things we desire to pray for are the things that He impresses upon our hearts.

· When this occurs, the Father will answer all our prayers.

· Remember this isn’t our prayer but the prayer of Jesus impressed upon our hearts.

This type of intimacy with the Creator of the universe can only be obtained by living the Christian life;

· This is the only way to obtain true presence, peace, and purpose in life.

· Clearly the Christian life is better than any other alternative.

· Remember that the Christian life isn’t always easy.

· But the best things never are.

Never Alone

Jesus promised that He would provide a “Comforter (KJV)” or a Counselor (NIV), someone who is called to stand beside another.  It pictures someone who assists or encourages another.  One may think of the task of an attorney, an intercessor, a mediator, or anyone whose role involves being a helper to another.  This is the work that the Holy Spirit has been sent to accomplish.

In promising the Spirit Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans” (John 14:18).  Just as an orphan is without a father and mother, and thus without an adult to offer comfort, consolation, and spiritual companionship, so we would be in this world without God’s Spirit to indwell, bless, admonish, and encourage us.

The assurance of never being left “as orphans” is captured in this hymn, cherished by many:

I’ve seen the lightning flashing,

I’ve heard the thunder roll,

I’ve felt sin’s breakers dashing,

Which almost conquered my soul;

I’ve heard the voice of my Savior

Bidding me still to fight on;

He promised never to leave me.

Never to leave me alone!

Prayer:

Thank You Lord for the assurance that we are not spiritual orphans in a lonely and sometimes friendless world.

Thank You for keeping Your promise to be with us.

May each of us welcome Your Holy Spirit as a Holy Guest and make room for Him in our lives.
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