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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Jesus
1st Week: “Sin IS a Big Deal”; When we understand the reality, the true nature, and the consequences of sin, we realize the need for a Savior.  The danger in our world is the concept that morality is relative-“I’ll do my thing; you do your thing.”
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about God’s holy character being the standard of goodness.
How this lesson can impact your life: Make the case for Jesus by focusing on God’s holy character.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Evil Rationalized”; Evil is inevitable when people reject God’s Word as the final authority in life.  Such rejection is always disastrous for both a culture and an individual.
2. “Holiness Recognized”; We will never recognize our own sinfulness or admit how wicked we are until we gain an appreciation for the holiness of God.
3. “Righteousness Realized”; God provided the only way of salvation through Christ’s death on the cross.
Let’s take a moment and think about the word “good” and how that word is applied today in the world of advertising;

· Maxwell House coffee is “good” to the last drop.

· Campbell’s soups are M’m M’m “Good.

Sometimes we hear a non-believer say, “I’m as “good” as anyone at your church!”

· This might say something about how the church is perceived to some people in the community they reside.
When we measure ourselves next to God’s holy character;

· We never measure up to His “Goodness” and we never will.

· That is exactly why we need Jesus.
Some religions and other beliefs claim that we can gain favor with God (or the gods) by;

· Their own efforts;

· Either in this life or the next.

· The Scriptures clearly teach otherwise.

The most fundamental truth distinguishing Christianity from other religions is;

· That in Christianity people cannot do anything to earn salvation.

· The reason is that our sins demand a penalty that we can never pay.

· When sin is evaluated in the light of God’s holiness;

· It is much easier to understand the truth that we cannot earn our way to heaven.

· Today’s lesson shows that God, in His grace, provided the way of salvation for us through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Evil Rationalized) Isaiah 5:20-23.

Listen to what Isaiah said to the nation of Judah as these verses are being read.

In Isaiah chapter 5, the prophet denounced the nation of Judah for their wickedness;

· Verses 20-23 contain the last three of a series of four woes against Judah in chapter 5.

· These woes were God’s way of warning the nation that His judgment against their sins was imminent.

The first woe (v 18-19 not in our lesson text) shows Judah’s casual attitude about sin;

· The sins of the people were so common that they didn’t resist sin’s entrance into their city anymore.

· Their nation also demonstrated disrespect for God by calling on Him to show them what He would do-and only then would they believe it.

They like so many in our country and our churches today were living like;

· Non-believers for all intents and purposes.

· They claimed to believe in God;

· But their lifestyles showed that they did not believe in Him.

· The people of Judah were recreating the sin of Adam and Eve, believing that they could make their own decisions about good and evil without God’s help.

Verse 20 mentions the second woe;

· “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil.”

· Both cultures and individuals can become so corrupted that the clear distinction between right and wrong, moral and immoral, good and evil becomes twisted.

When unbelievers in our culture today do this;
· They have rejected God’s Word as the standard by which we should live.

· They are left to their own ideas and thoughts to determine what is good and what is evil.

· Little wonder that they are so often wrong in their decisions!

Often God’s people in today’s churches do the same thing;

· They reject the teachings of Scripture on certain subjects;

· Because it is “unpopular” or perhaps “politically incorrect” to take that stand.

Verse 21 addressed the third woe of those having a “holier-than-thou” attitude to a holy and omniscient God;

· “Woe to those who are wise in their own opinion and cleaver in their own sight.”

· Rejecting God’s Word as the final authority in one’s life inevitably leads to;

· Conceit.

· And having greater confidence in one’s own wisdom and values than in God’s.

· The people of Judah no longer cared what the Law of Moses said.

· They formed their own opinions about how they should live their lives.

The fourth woe we find in verses 22-23;

· Verse 22 addresses those in Judah who showed no restraint in the consumption of strong drink.

· Drinking more and more simply makes one drunker not braver.

· Ignoring God’s Word led the nation to indulge this vice (as well as others) that also plague our society today.

· The prophet’s purpose here was to show the lack of good sense of trying to live without the standard of God’s Word.
Isaiah’s words in these verses demonstrate what he was up against in denouncing the nation;

· The people had rationalized sins of every kind because they no longer listened to God.

· Every level of their society had become corrupt.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Holiness Recognized) Isaiah 6: 1-5.

Listen to Isaiah’s description of God as these verses are being read.

What a contrast Isaiah chapter 6 is with chapters 1-5;

· Isaiah 1-5 provides details about the wickedness of Judah;

· And why God had determined to punish them.

· Isaiah 6 takes us right into the presence of the holy God of the universe through Isaiah’s vision.

Isaiah saw “the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and His robe filled the temple v1;

· The temple in Jerusalem is not in view here but a heavenly one that Isaiah was allowed to see.

· He saw the Lord as a king on a throne with a robe so long it filled the sanctuary as far as he could see.

God’s throne was surrounded by angels;

· “Seraphim were standing above Him; each one had six wings; with two (twain KJV) he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew” v2.
· Seraphim are mentioned only here and in verse 6 in Scripture.

· They are high in the hierarchy of angels.

Even more important than their appearance is what the seraphim said;

· “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth” v3

· The word “holy” is the sum total of His essence and nature.

· The repetition of “holy” emphasized to the strongest degree of God’s holiness.

Unlike us, God does not conform to an outside standard;

· God’s own holiness-His character, nature, and essence-is the standard.

Isaiah was overwhelmed by the experience of his vision;

· He had seen God’s manifested presence.

· He immediately became aware of his own wretchedness.

· “Woe is me, for I am ruined, because I am a man of unclean lips and live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts”v5.

Despite being a man of faith and a powerful prophet of God;

· Isaiah still saw himself clearly as a rebellious sinner.

· Ruined in soul and corrupt in speech.

Preachers and teachers today must continually address human sinfulness because;

· The lost will never be saved until they realize they are sinners before God.

· And because God’s people need constant reminders of His grace in their lives and of their responsibility to live as He demands.

Many people believe in the existence of a supreme being of some kind;

· But this god is not the sovereign and holy God of Scripture.

· When we compare ourselves to the Holy God of Scripture we realize that our feeble attempts to perform good works fall infinitely short of His standard of righteousness.

· We, like Isaiah, must see ourselves as the sinners we are.

· And we must turn to God for forgiveness through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Righteousness Realized) Romans 3: 21-26.  Listen to Paul describe God’s solution to human sin as these verses are being read.

God’s solution to human sin;

· We cannot save ourselves through “the law” (by our own efforts).

· We have to receive God’s righteousness (which He revealed in the Law and the Prophets) v21.

· We receive it through faith in Jesus Christ v22.

· This is the gospel, the essence of Christianity;

· The only message we have for the world.

· God’s righteousness is “to all who believe” Jew or Gentile, free or slave, male or female.

· There is no “distinction” (difference).

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” v23;

· It took only one sin to condemn us.

· Human sin shows the cross was necessary.

· Christ is the only way to the Father.

· Christ’s death for our sins was absolutely necessary for anyone to be saved.

· Attempts at salvation only through good works will always fail.

Paul went on to state that we are;

· Justified (declared righteous).

· Freely (we did not earn it).

· By His grace (unmerited favor).

· Through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

· The term “redemption” emphasizes the purchase price for our salvation.

Paul referred to “sins previously committed” in verse 25;

· A reference to all human sins before Christ’s death.

· God passed over them because He was anticipating Christ’s death and resurrection.

· On the cross of Christ, God’s wrath against sin was totally and completely appeased through Christ’s sacrifice.

· His grace, forgiveness, and righteousness would be available to “the one who has faith in Jesus” v26.

· All of these benefits are available right now.

· Have you received them by faith in Christ?

Sour Grapes
“Sour Grapes” is a term used to describe disparaging remarks from someone who is jealous of someone else’s success.  Examples of sour grapes include a contest loser’s criticism that the prize was not worth winning anyhow, a small church’s put-down of a larger church’s methods, and a rejected applicant’s contempt for the company who hired someone else for the desired position.

Such jealousy, however, is not among the sins condemned by Isaiah in his description of wayward Judah.  The prophet’s words in today’s lesson text decried the ingratitude of the Israelites and their tragic betrayal of God’s trust.  God was the owner of the vineyard (the people of Israel and Judah).  He prepared and provided everything necessary (and more) for the productivity and security of His people.  He had every reason to expect a bountiful harvest of delicious grapes (obedient, faithful lives).  But instead, all God reaped from Judah was wild, sour, seedy fruit-a sorry crop worth nothing.  No wonder God allowed the “vineyard” to be destroyed.

What more could God have done for Israel?  What more can He do for us?  He supplies every need, both physical and spiritual.  He has made us, saved us, and prepared an eternal home for us.  Jesus tells us to “bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples (John 15:8).  

Are we producing much fruit-or only sour grapes?

Prayer:

Lord may we never forget that You are the source of all our many blessings.
Grant us the wisdom and the courage to accept the responsibilities that come with these blessings.

Help us to be fruitful in Your service.

We are all sinners, but You have declared us righteous through the death of Your Son.

Transform us so we may reflect Your righteousness in our lives.
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