June 26, 2011                                          Why Be Generous?                                      #214                                                                                                                          
4th lesson this month on the topic:  Putting Possessions in Perspective   
1st Week: “What Do You Own?” Recognizing God’s ownership of everything we have.  We are to put possessions in perspective by recognizing that God is the Owner and Giver of everything we have.
2nd Week:  “Where is Your Treasure?” Understand what real wealth is, value it above material wealth, and seek to accumulate it.
3rd Week:  “How Much Is Enough?” Find contentment by focusing our passions and goals on godly concerns rather than on material things.
What this lesson is about: This lesson explores reasons believers are to be generous givers.
How this lesson can impact your life: Develop a lifestyle of generosity.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Grace Compels Generosity” Luke 19: 1-10; Generosity is at the heart of God; consequently, we, His people, are never more like Him than when we give.
2. “Love Requires Generosity” 1John 3:16-18; One of the evidences of our relationship with God is our sacrificial love for people.
3. “Ministry Is Fueled by Generosity”; Christ’s sacrifice provides a model for His followers to emulate.  Giving is a high calling and honored privilege.
Generous (definition);
· Liberal in giving; unselfish.

Have you ever passed by a person at a street corner or intersection holding a sign asking for help/money?

· Did you decide to help or not to help this person?

· How did you make that decision?

· Each of us has specific reasons on why or why we do not help certain people in need.

Jesus lived a lifestyle of generosity;

· He called His followers to do the same.

· Early church teachings show that giving evidenced believer’s faith.

· They knew financial resources were needed for the church to meet the needs of others and communicate the message of Jesus Christ.

While many people today feel the stress of limited financial resources;

· God still calls His people to generosity.

· Today’s lesson will explore why believers need to develop lifestyles of generosity.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Grace Compels Generosity) Luke 19: 1-10.  Listen to what Jesus said to Zacchaeus as these verses are being read.

Zacchaeus would have been treated as an outcast;

· He was not just a tax collector.

· He was “a chief tax collector” v2

· Tax collectors back then became rich.

· Being a chief tax collector made him extremely wealthy.

· A Jewish man employed as a tax collector was despised.

Zacchaeus was a short man;

· He found out that Jesus was passing through Jericho.

· But he could not see above the crowd.

He climbed up a sycamore tree v4;

· Jesus saw him, called him by name, and asked him to come down.

· Jesus asked him if He could stay at his house.

· The crowd was outraged.

· Eating with a sinner, especially one as despised and notorious as Zacchaeus made a person unclean and socially unpopular.
· Witnessing this act of hospitality with a sinner the crowd “began to complain” v6.

Let’s look at how Zacchaeus reacted;

· He welcomed Jesus joyfully v6.

· In an instant, Zacchaeus was changed, transformed.

· His attitude and actions toward his wealth changed.

After a personal encounter with Jesus;

· Zacchaeus pledged to give half of his possessions to the poor.

· And to pay back 4 times the amount he extorted.

· He was determined to do far more than the law demanded.

· He was indeed a changed man.

· His “generosity” reflected it.

Jesus’ response was addressed to Zacchaeus but for the benefit of the crowd;

· The salvation Jesus offered was realized that very day by Zacchaeus.

· “Salvation has come” does not mean that Jesus had visited Zacchaeus’s house, but that Zacchaeus himself had experienced salvation. 

Zacchaeus, the unpromising and despicable man;

· Was now a son not because he was good or because of his religious heritage.

· But because his life was open to God.

When the heart is changed……

· It results in generosity.

· When one has encountered Jesus and experienced His grace;

· Spiritual transformation affects the whole person.

· Including one’s perspective on and use of money.

Believers are to take seriously the Bible’s teaching concerning the right use of wealth and material possessions;

· The money and resources entrusted to believers are a test, a testimony, and a trust.
· God uses money to test our faith.

· The way money is used reflects our testimony and witness to the world, which can be helpful or hurtful.

· Properly used, money entrusted to believers can support and expand the gospel throughout the world.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Love Requires Generosity) 1John 3: 16-18.  Listen to how John describes love as these verses are being read.

We may find ourselves thinking:  “At this stage of my life, I’ve done enough.”
· I’ve worked hard all my life at being responsible.

· It’s time to lay down many of my responsibilities and focus on my needs for a change.

· Wrong!

· Christian love requires generosity.

· No matter which life stage we are in, we need to use our resources to help meet other people’s needs.

John, the Apostle of Love, wrote 3 short letters along with the Gospel of John and the Revelation;

· In the 1st of his 3 letters, he provided practical advice on knowing God and being assured of salvation.

· One of the ways believers can know their salvation is genuine is by the love they demonstrate toward others.

Jesus’ selfless sacrifice is the supreme example of love;

· “Laid down” describe a committed, intentional course Jesus took to show His love for us.

· He was prepared to give up His own life so we might live.

Disciples of Christ are to follow Jesus’ example;

· Christ’s sacrificial love is our model of generosity.

· We are to love not with words alone but with actions.

· We can’t just talk about love, service, and giving.

· Like Jesus, we must put His teachings into practice.

If we have means in this world and see a “brother in need” v17;

· We should have compassion, or pity on him by coming to his aid.

· If we don’t, “how can God’s love reside in us?” v17 

· Christian love calls for us to give to a brother or sister in need.

Notice that John uses the plural “brothers” in verse 16, but the singular “brother” in verse 17;
· It is easy to talk about loving God’s people yet fail to help an individual person.

· The test of Christian love is not a loud profession about loving the whole world;

· But quietly helping a believer in need.

· Loving everybody in general may be an excuse for loving nobody in particular.

John instructed his readers to do more than “love with word or speech” v18;

· But to also love “with truth and action”

· Believers are to love not with words alone but with actions.

· To love in truth means to love a person genuinely from the heart and not just talk about it.

Believers are to use their resources to help a brother or sister in need;

· That requires that we look around to see those in need.

· Often people are reluctant to share their needs due to pride and ego.

· Believers should always keep their eyes and ears open to the hurts and needs of others.

· Then doing what they can, they will use their financial, material, and physical resources to help and assist those in need.

Are you wondering how to begin?

· Stand up and start sharing Christ’s love.

· Just begin with a phone call to someone that has a need.

· Tomorrow, the door to love’s opportunities will open wider for you.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Ministry Is Fueled By Generosity) 2Corinthians 8: 3-4.  Listen to how Paul told the church to help as these verses are being read.

Jerusalem was a major city and the religious center of Judaism and the early church;
· Many poor people made their way to the city.

· And many of these were believers or became believers after their arrival.

· Famine and exclusion from the Jewish provisions for the poor compounded the financial woes of the believers.

· Paul requested that other churches give offerings to the church at Jerusalem to help believers in need.

Paul indicated that the Macedonians’ generosity was “on their own, according to their ability” v3;

· They gave voluntarily and proportionally.

· Paul did not coerce or manipulate them to give.

· They had experienced the grace of God; therefore they wanted to give.

· They gave abundantly or “beyond their ability” v3.

· They gave more than Paul anticipated.

For the Macedonians, giving was a privilege;

· They did not beg off to evade responsibility because of their poverty.

· Perhaps it was their poverty that caused them to identify with the deficiency of their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem.

· They begged Paul for the opportunity to serve.

· How many times have you heard a Christian beg for someone to take an offering?

Generous giving is a ministry;

· And ministry requires faithful and generous giving.

· The Macedonians saw their giving as a partnership with other believers to help with the needs of the saints v4.

Churches as well as individuals need to be generous with their resources;

· Individually we are to give as Zacchaeus did.

· But corporately we are to give too.

· Together, as a church giving in harmony, more can be done for the cause of Christ.

· There is strength in numbers.

· And great good can be accomplished.

Giving is a privilege;

· Too often we have bought the lie of Satan:  I will impoverish myself if I’m generous.

· The Bible teaches that we will impoverish ourselves if we are stingy.

· It is not what God wants from us; it is what God wants for us.

· As we are generous, God opens the floodgates to bless us and use us, expanding His kingdom.

Generosity is not about money;

· It’s never about money.

· Zacchaeus, the apostle John, and the Macedonians demonstrate that generosity is about the heart.

· When the heart has been touched by the grace of God, one can’t help but to give.

· Has your heart been touched by the grace of God?

· Is it demonstrated by your generosity?

· Evaluate your generosity in light of your checkbook.  What grade do you deserve?

Known by Name
It has been said that nothing sounds sweeter to any man or woman than the sound of his or her own name.  That is the reason motivational speakers urge their audiences to learn people’s names.  They even suggest certain techniques for remembering names, such as repeating a person’s name while we are conversing with him or her.  Perhaps we have heard a person say, “Your face if familiar, but I can’t recall your name.”  Some people might be offended at hearing that.

A. B. “Happy” Chandler served as governor of Kentucky, as a United States senator, and also as the commissioner of baseball.  It was said that, because of his phenomenal memory and a real effort he made to remember names, he never forgot the name of any person he met.

The fact that Jesus called Zacchaeus by name tells us much about Jesus’ knowledge of and compassion for the individual.  Jesus did not say, “Hey you-you, up in the tree there-get down!”  He called Zacchaeus by name.  Such are God’s dealings with His creation.  Recall His speaking by name to Abraham (Genesis 22:11), Moses (Exodus 3:4), and Samuel (1Samuel 3: 4-10).

It is not at all hard to believe that the very hairs of our head are numbered by such a God.  He who created us in His image knows each one of us personally and individually, and He sent His Son to die for each one of us.  We are never simply “John Doe” or “Jane Doe” to our Christ!

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for being such a generous giver.

Guide each of us to follow Your example.
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