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4th lesson this month on the topic:  It’s a Miracle!   
1st Week: “Glory Revealed” Turning water into wine revealed Jesus’ glory to His disciples and helped them believer in Him.
2nd Week:  “Forgiveness Offered” The miracle of forgiving and healing a paralyzed man revealed that Jesus alone has the authority to forgive sin.
3rd Week:  “Hope Discovered” Healing the slave and raising the widow’s son from the dead.  This lesson taught us about Jesus’ authority over sickness and death.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about Jesus’ demonstrating His power over evil by casting out demons and restoring a person to wholeness.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize the power of evil, and put your confidence in Jesus’ greater power that can restore wholeness to our lives.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Jesus Conquers Evil” Mark 5: 1-3, 6-13a; When we rest in the assurance that Jesus has the last word over evil, our confidence in His authority encourages us as we engage in spiritual warfare.
2. “Jesus Makes Us Whole” Mark 5: 15-17; We can be certain that Jesus is able to make serious changes in the lives of people who have received Him.
3. “Jesus Gives Us Responsibility” Mark 5: 18-20; Joy comes from worshiping the Lord, but it also comes from sharing our testimonies about Him with others who need to know about Him.
Our lesson today is to give evidence that Jesus has power over evil;

· Not to explain demon possession.

· Instead, we will recognize the power of evil and put our confidence in Jesus’ greater power that can restore wholeness to our lives.

Restoration to wholeness takes place through;

· Abiding in Christ.

· A disciplined life of prayer, worship, Bible study, and ministry to others.

Today’s lesson is about Jesus’ restoring wholeness to one absolutely dominated by the forces of evil;

· It reminds us that Jesus is able both to redeem and to deliver us from sin’s ruin.

· No matter how badly evil has damaged you;

· Let this lesson point you to the One who can make you whole.

Our 1st Scripture text is Mark 5: 1-3, 6-13a (Jesus Conquers Evil):
6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and knelt down before Him. 7 And he cried out with a loud voice, "What do You have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You before God, don't torment me!" 8 For He had told him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!"9 "What is your name?" He asked him."My name is Legion," he answered Him, "because we are many." 10 And he kept begging Him not to send them out of the region.11 Now a large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside. 12 The demons begged Him, "Send us to the pigs, so we may enter them." 13 And He gave them permission. 

Jesus led His disciples to a place on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee;

· Referred to as “the region of the Gerasenes (GEHR uh seens) v1

· They made their way to the region by boat.

· Just before arriving they encountered a fierce storm that Jesus calmed with a command (Mark 4:35-41).

· Upon their arrival, the disciples would see Jesus calm another horrible storm;

· One that raged inside a person because of Satan’s reign over him.

The place where Jesus and His disciples came to shore;

· Was characterized by its caves and tombs.

· As soon as their boat landed a man living there ran out to meet them v2.

· He ran to Jesus and “knelt down before Him” not necessarily to worship Him but in recognition of His authority v6.
The man had “an unclean spirit” v3;
· It churned within him, turning him into a pitiful but frightening creature v3-5

· People in the region had sent him-or he had chosen-to live among the caves and tombs.

· There he endured a miserable existence.

As he “knelt down before” Jesus, the disciples could hear him crying out v6-7;

· The first words from his mouth affirmed Jesus’ authority as well as His deity.

· He said, “What do You have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”v7

· The demon knew that Jesus was God’s Son.

· He didn’t try to deny it.

· He begged Jesus not to torment him v7.

Instead of reacting in fear;

· Jesus responded confidently because He had authority over the situation.

· He commanded the unclean spirit to “come out of the man” v8.

· Jesus had complete authority over evil.

· He intended to restore the demon-possessed man to wholeness.

Jesus told the demons to leave the man;

· They had no choice but to obey Him.

· Because they didn’t want to leave “the region” v11

· They begged Jesus to let them stay and enter “a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside nearby” v11.

· After giving them permission, they took over the bodies of the pigs.

Notice that Jesus didn’t register fear at all in the presence of the evil spirits;

· He displayed confident authority.

· Throughout His ministry, He encountered them often.

· He never reflected an obsession with them or a fear of them.

Following Jesus’ example we do well to;

· Acknowledge the reality of Satan’s control;

· But not to become obsessed with or infatuated by it.

· Evil is exhibited in this passage as demon possession.

· However, the Scriptures show us it’s not the major way that evil is revealed.

· As Christians, we live in the complete confidence that Jesus has authority over evil.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Mark 5: 15-17 (Jesus Makes Us Whole):

15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed by the legion, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16 The eyewitnesses described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and [told] about the pigs. 17 Then they began to beg Him to leave their region.

After the demons had left the man;

· He looked and behaved entirely different.

· Instead of being wild with rage and absolutely out of control,

· He sat quietly and appeared to personify complete and utter contentment.

· Instead of acting like a person who had lost his mind;

· He behaved like a man who had come to his senses.

The description of the man after Jesus cast the demons out of him;

· Assures us that people change when they encounter Him.

· Some of the changes take place immediately.

· In some people, anger is exchanged immediately for contentment;

· Fear is suddenly replaced with hope.

· Bad habits seem to vanish into thin air, and they are replaced with new habits that reflect a transformed heart.

However, other changes may take awhile;

· Some of the changes may take weeks and months;

· While others may take years or even a lifetime.

· We rest in complete confidence that sooner or later a person transformed by Jesus will register on the outside the change that He’s made on the inside.

· We as Christians can describe ourselves in terms of the difference in our lives because of what Jesus has done in us.

The sight of the man “in his right mind” should have encouraged everyone v15;

· They knew from experience how the man had once been utterly impossible to control.

· Seeing him restored to wholeness should have made them eager to find out more about Jesus.

But what they saw had the opposite effect of them;

· The effect of Jesus’ power displayed before their eyes left them afraid v15.

· Maybe they feared that He would use His absolute authority in a way that would force them to suffer the fate of the pigs.

· Or perhaps their awareness of His authority over evil made them afraid of Him.

Along with being afraid, they must have been angry as well;

· Jesus had healed the man sitting nearby.

· But He had also caused the destruction of a large herd of pigs.

· They obviously held Him responsible for the stampede of the pigs that wiped out their entire herd.

· They suffered a tremendous economic loss.

· They didn’t want Him to stay around for another opportunity to hurt their financial bottom lines.

They began to beg Him to leave v17;

· They passed on the opportunity to know Jesus better and experience His love and grace for themselves.

· They could have been made whole through a relationship with Him,

· But because they didn’t know what Jesus would do next, they rejected Him.

These people’s heartbreaking response to Jesus also reminds us;

· That we should expect some people to reject Him when we try to introduce Him to them.

· They may feel threatened by Him;

· Or they may be skeptical about Him and His purpose in their lives.

· Expecting these kinds of responses will help us not be surprised by them as we share the good news of Christ.

Our last Scripture text is Mark 5: 18-20 (Jesus Gives Us Responsibility):

18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed kept begging Him to be with Him. 19 But He would not let him; instead, He told him, "Go back home to your own people, and report to them how much the Lord has done for you and how He has had mercy on you."20 So he went out and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and they were all amazed.

After Jesus heard the people of the region beg Him to leave;

· He didn’t force them to allow Him to stay.

· Everything would have been different for the people if they had asked Jesus to stay.

· But they didn’t want Him there, so He left.

The man who had been demon-possessed didn’t want Jesus to go away v18;

· He knew that Jesus had been responsible for his new life.

· Had Jesus not come to his region, he would never have known the contentment that came along with being liberated from Satan’s control over him.

· He had experienced peace and joy.

· He begged Jesus for the opportunity to be with Him always and never leave His side v18.

Jesus gave him the responsibility to “go back home” v19;

· And share his testimony with his family and others who knew him.

· Telling his family members and others about what Jesus had done in his life could make an eternal difference in their lives too.

The man who no longer wrenched under the control of the evil spirits took seriously Jesus’ instruction to him;

· In complete obedience he left the seashore and went home to tell everyone there about what had happened to him.

· He began to live out the mandate to start his mission work at home.

As he carried out his responsibility;

· He shared in the cities what Jesus had done in his life v20.

· As he shared, their hearts were stirred by the reality that Jesus had power over evil.

· And that He could restore a demon-possessed man to wholeness.

Apply this Scripture passage to your life;

· Observe that Jesus has the final word over evil.

· Because of His ultimate authority, you can turn to Him with assurance that He can restore wholeness in a person who has lived under Satan’s domination.

· You can also turn to Him for help in your own spiritual struggles.

· Likewise, you can trust Him to change the lives of your friends and family members who live in spiritual slavery.

Saved From A Life Unimaginable
A girl was born in India in 2005.  Many people in her small village thought she was the reincarnation of the Hindu deity after whom she was named.  The “goddess” Lakshmi is depicted as having four arms, the baby girl by comparison had four arms and four legs when she was born.

Her condition, which occurs in less than two percent of conjoined twins, happens when one twin’s embryo stops developing and becomes a “parasitic twin” on the other.  She was joined at the pelvis with her parasitic twin.  Her extra limbs grew from that juncture.  She had one head and one set of vital organs but an additional set of arms and legs from her twin.

When she was two years old, a team of about 30 medical personnel spent more than 24 hours removing the extra limbs, transplanting a kidney from the twin and reconstructing her pelvic area.  Further treatment and surgeries will be needed.  We cannot really imagine what her life would have been like had the surgery not been undertaken.

Neither can we imagine what life must have been like for the demon-possessed man.  Like the little girl, he had no hope for a normal life on his own; neither of them could do a self-repair.  She needed the removal of abnormal physical growth; he needed the removal of an abnormal spiritual factor in his life.  Her restoration was due to the advance of medical science; his was a miracle only God could have provided.

Humanity has made much progress in medical science in the 20 centuries since Jesus walked the earth.  Yet humanity has nothing to offer to cure spiritual ailments.  God is still the only one who has power to solve those problems!

Prayer:

Lord, deliver us from evil and lead us to live in wholeness.
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