June 12, 2011                               Where Is Your Treasure?                                      #212                                                                                                                          
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Putting Possessions in Perspective   
1st Week: “What Do You Own?” Recognizing God’s ownership of everything we have.  We are to put possessions in perspective by recognizing that God is the Owner and Giver of everything we have.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about priorities and the real measure of wealth.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand what real wealth is, value it above material wealth, and seek to accumulate it.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Collect the Right Treasure” Matt. 6: 19-21; What we value determines our love, our focus, our priorities, and our worship.
2. “Select the Right Master” Matt. 6: 22-24; It is not wrong to own nice things, but it is a dangerous thing when those nice things own you.
3. “Reject Anxiety” Matt. 6: 25-34; When it comes to our possessions, we usually only ask one question, “What are my possessions doing for me?”  We ought also to ask, “What are my possessions doing to me?”
When we purchase our “possessions” we place (at that time) a value on what we buy;

· A lot of “stuff” we buy later on we donate to charity.

· Or sell it for “pennies on a dollar” at a yard sale.

· Often we just throw it away if we don’t want to go to the trouble.
Today’s lesson is about “where our treasure is.”

· Our Scripture text is from Jesus’ sermons-

· His first and most well known as “The Sermon on the Mount.”

· Jesus delivered it to kingdom citizens who were already in the kingdom.

· He was laying down the principles by which they were to live.

· He explained the reality of discipleship lived out in everyday life.

· His teachings presented a challenging explanation of what He expected His followers to live by in this world.

· Jesus understood that true righteousness begins in the heart.

One of the most telltale signs of authentic discipleship is revealed through the use of money and material possessions;

· Nothing reveals the heart of a person as much as the understanding of real wealth and the value placed on material wealth.

· Jesus explained in simple terms how His followers were to handle money.

· Today’s lesson will help us better understand true wealth and how to accumulate it.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Collect the Right Treasure) Matthew 6: 19-21.  Listen to what Jesus tells us to collect as these verses are being read.

As we examine these 3 verses we discover a very simple and easy-to-understand structure of what Jesus communicated;

· Verse 19 states the negative command.

· Verse 20 states the positive command.

· Verse 21 provides the reason.

Jesus made contrasts in each of the three sections that for today’s lesson;

· In this section the contrast is between earth and heaven.
· But the focus is on treasures.
· We are not to collect or accumulate for ourselves “treasures on earth” v19.

Why?  Treasures on earth don’t endure;

· The ancient world measured wealth by precious metals and cloth.

· Material things offer us no real security.

· No locks are strong enough to keep earthly treasures safe.

· Time, either now or when we die, devours our valuables, revealing their lack of permanence.

The positive command in verse 20 focuses on accumulating heavenly treasures;

· Heavenly treasures refer to that which lasts beyond this life.

· Including everything that honors God from character to actions to helping others know and grow in Christ.

· The use of earthly resources for the accomplishment of God-given goals:  missions, evangelism, witnessing, ministry, and service.

The reason for investing in heavenly treasures is found in verse 21;

· The heart follows one’s treasure.

· And the treasure follows one’s heart. 

· We tie our future to what we give our hearts to.

· Whether earthly (perishable) or heavenly (imperishable).

This word “heart” encompasses the essence of a person;

· Including feelings, rational ability, and our ability to make choices.
· We are faced always with a choice:  earthly verses heavenly treasures.

· God verses money.

· Our heart gravitates toward what we treasure.

These verses provide remarkable application;

· Every day we are faced with a choice between activities that lead to greater earthly reward in the present;

· And those that store up greater future reward in heaven.

· A battle rages with every decision of how we spend our money.

· In reality every spending decisions is a spiritual decision.

One’s affections are inherently drawn to one’s treasure;

· We either possess our treasures or our treasures possess us!

· The only way to tell the difference is found in our willingness to give them away.

· If you own something and you can’t give it away, you don’t own it; it owns you.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Select the Right Master) Matthew 6: 22-24.  Listen to how many masters we can serve as these verses are being read.

Wealth not only can enslave the heart, it also can enslave the mind.
· The eye in biblical thought often represents insight into one’s heart.

· This lamp illuminates a person’s inner character.

· Jesus contrasted the good eye, resulting in light v22.

· Verses the bad eye, resulting in darkness v23.

· The good eye sees clearly while the bad eye results in blurred, unreliable vision.

Some people might believe they can maintain a dual focus on both heavenly and earthly treasures;

· Jesus helped us understand that we cannot have competing loyalties.

· He made another contrast between trying to serve two masters v24.

· One cannot give himself to God and to money.

· People try to cherish both God and money;

· But ultimately one will have to be chosen over the other.

In taking verses 19-24 together, Jesus did something unique.  Notice carefully the contrasts;

· Earth/heaven

· Light/darkness

· Hate/love

· God/money….you would think He would have chosen the word “Satan” instead of money.
· Jesus was personifying money as a rival god.

· He was making it clear that money, and the pursuit of it, can take the place of God in our lives.

Our culture has sadly given money a god-like status;

· While our currency states “In God We Trust”

· In practice it should be stated “In Money We Trust”

Jesus is concerned about what we do with money;

· But His first concern is what it can do to us.

· If we let it, money can steal our hearts.

· It can mess with our minds.

· It can divide our loyalties.

· Jesus wanted His hearers to choose Him over money.

· To choose godly values over materialistic values.

· To commit to God and not to money.

If materialism and greed have taken the place of God in your life;

· Take the steps of repentance.

· A reordering of priorities.

· Proper biblical instruction on faithful stewardship.

· And accountability with others to keep on the right path.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Reject Anxiety) Matthew 6: 25-34.  Listen to what Jesus tells us to worry about as these verses are being read.

Jesus taught that anxiety is unproductive and is the opposite of trust in God;

· We look to our Master for His care and trust Him for our well-being.

· If our loyalty is with God, then we believe God’s promise to take care of us.

“Worry” is the central concept of these verses, appearing 6 times.

· Jesus repeated what He said earlier about the eyes.
· As believers, we are to have a single focus on God.

· We are to have an undivided loyalty toward God.

Most of our worries concern themselves with earthly treasures;

· “Food or drink or clothing” or lifespan v25.

· Instead of helping us to live longer, anxiety only makes life shorter.

Escape from anxiety over material and earthly things comes by aligning our priorities with kingdom values;

· Faithful followers of Jesus give first place to “the kingdom of God and His righteousness” v33

· When our priorities are right, we find peace in knowing that “all these things” (basic needs) “will be provided v33.

· When we follow God’s rule, we are right before Him in position, priorities, and possessions.

Verse 34 adds the encouragement to not “worry about tomorrow.”

· This does not imply that we are not to plan for the future.

· But rather that we don’t burden our today with the concerns and worries of the unknown problems of the future.

· Today’s “worry about tomorrow” fare from helping either day, likely undermines our efforts on both days.

Three words in these verses highlight how to win over worry.

· Faith:  trusting God to meet our needs.

· Father:  knowing that God cares for us.

· First:  putting God in His rightful place so that He is honored.

· When we put faith first in our Father, He will meet our needs!

Five times in this passage, Jesus repeated Himself;

· “Don’t worry about your life” v25

· “Can any of you add a single cubit to his height by worrying?” v27
· “Why do you worry?” v28

· “So don’t worry” v31

· “Therefore don’t worry” v34

· Since Jesus was that emphatic and repetitious, maybe we should obey His command.

It’s pretty clear, isn’t it?

· If we want to “collect for (ourselves) treasures in heaven” v20

· Then we should “Collect the Right Treasure”

· “Select the Right Master”

· And “Reject Anxiety”

· Our checkbooks might be the best indication of our theology.

· They tell what we treasure, whom we serve, and where our worries lie!

Forsaking All For The Kingdom
H. L. Mencken called it “the greatest news story since the Resurrection.”  He was talking about King Edward VII’s abdication of the British throne.  Edward announced that he was stepping down for the sake of “the woman he loved.”  The woman was Wallis Simpson, a commoner and an American, once divorced and involved in an affair with the king (although still married to her second husband).  Her divorce was a major problem, since in those days it was thought scandalous for the head of the Church of England (the king) to marry such a woman.  British papers kept the matter quiet as long as they could.

Edward’s abdication avoided what could have been a major constitutional crisis in England.  But he was willing to lose his claim to the kingdom for the sake of “the woman he loved.”

In contrast, Jesus calls us to “seek first the kingdom of God.”  He challenges us to give up all other allegiances for the sake of “the God we love.”  While this appears to be a foolish risk in the eyes of many, we who know and serve our Heavenly Father realize that we are always in His care.  The real risk-one with eternal consequences-is taken by the individual who tries to live as if he himself were king!

Prayer:

Lord help us focus on the true wealth found only in a growing relationship with You.

Help us reject anything that would distract us from that relationship.
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