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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Church Gone Wrong
1st Week: “When Members Won’t Get Along” We discussed things that divide a church, understanding causes of disunity in the church, and actions we can take to prevent or correct divisions in the church.

2nd Week: “When Immorality Comes to Church” God’s standards-not prevailing cultural standards-form the basis for the Christian’s morality.  The church must uphold God’s standards of morality.
3rd Week:  “When Members Insist of Their Way” We studied Christian liberty and the need for believers to act in love with the good of others and the glory of God in mind.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the attitudes that are essential for meaningful Lord’s Supper observances and all other worship experiences.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize attitudes that prevent corporate worship.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Focus on Unity”; Christians are to love one another and promote unity based on humility in the church.  Christians are to share with one another and seek to meet the needs of other believers.
2. “Put the Spotlight on Jesus”; Christians should focus on Christ and His example of humility and service exhibited in His death on the cross for our sins.
3. “Examine Yourself”; Christians should examine themselves for unconfessed sin before observing the Lord’s Supper or before participating in other forms of worship.
We hear much today about “family values;”

· How our individual families need to get along with each family member.

· Showing care, love, and concern for our parents and brothers/sisters.
We also need to be concerned about “church family values;”

· Paul centuries ago addressed the same theme in his epistles.

· Especially in his letters to the Christians in the Corinth church.

· This congregation was a troubled congregation.

· Most of their problems were related to poor church-family values.

Today’s text points up a basic essential for body life among members;

· Sensitivity and thoughtfulness in worship and fellowship.

· The observance of the Lord’s Supper especially should be characterized by discernment of Christ’s body;

· His physical body that was broken at Calvary.

· Will the world “know we are Christians by our love”-our love for each other?

· The answer will be “yes” if we take today’s Scripture verses seriously.

Christians today must not be people who “couldn’t care less;”

· We should have a genuine interest in others.

· We should listen when others speak and give their ideas a fair hearing-even when we disagree.

· We should hear their concerns and seek appropriate ways to respond.

· We are not permitted to “tune out” others because we do not care.

· We are called to be a community of believers that cares for others.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Focus on Unity) 1 Cor. 11: 17-22, 33-34.
Listen to what Paul tells the church at Corinth as these verses are read.

Paul addressed sins in this section that occurred during times of assembly (when you come together v17) by the congregation;
· He could not praise them because their sinful attitudes resulted in a worse rather than a better position of spirituality.

· The attitudes, words, and actions we bring with us to church determine the spiritual value of our attendance.

· Spiritual failure in worship occurs when we do not focus on the Lord.

· And when we fail to love our Christian brothers and sisters.

As in chapter 1, Paul confronted the sin of divisions in the congregation;

· The two situations were not the same however.

· The causes of disunity in chapter 1 were the factions formed around favorite teachers.

· Here, the causes of conflict were separations based on education, wealth, and social class.

· In Corinth, those who were saved came from many backgrounds;

· Jew and Gentile, slave and free, rich and poor, old and young.

· They all came together as sinners saved by grace through faith in Christ.

· Jesus intended to build a family of believers who would be united in their love for God and one another.

· The Corinthian believers (and many today) fail to meet the ideal established by Jesus.

The factions (heresies KJV) Paul condemned did have one positive outcome;

· The controversy revealed who was approved and who was not.

· The approved were the faithful believers who were not guilty of discrimination and prejudice toward other believers.

The event where the sinful attitudes particularly surfaced was when they assembled “to eat the Lord’s Supper v20;

· There are two ordinances Jesus left for the church to administer until he returns.

· One is the baptism of new believers

· The other is the Lord’s Supper.

· The meal was a reminder of Jesus’ death on the cross for sins.

· The observance was intended to demonstrate fellowship with God and with other Christians in the church.

· The surfacing of attitudes and actions contrary to God’s will during this important time of worship was particularly offensive and hypocritical.

Verse 21 indicates a different background of the Lord’s Supper from most modern observances today;

· The practice in Corinth was to celebrate a love feast (or meal) before the observance of the Lord’s Supper.

· The purpose of the meal was to demonstrate love for one another and to grow in fellowship.

· Members would bring food and drink from home.

The love feast in Corinth, however, was not motivated by love for one another;

· Wealthy members brought an abundance, but did not share.

· They ate and drank to excess while poorer members went home hungry.

· The result was embarrassment of the poorer members by the selfish actions of the wealthier members.

· What was meant to be a celebration of brotherly love became a demonstration of greed and selfishness.

In verses 33-34, Paul gave instructions about how the love feast should be conducted;

· The first instruction was to “wait (tarry KJV) for one another.”
· To make sure there was an even distribution of food and drink.

· Paul also encouraged members to “eat at home.” v34

· For members not to make the time of worship a time of excessive indulgence.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Put the Spotlight on Jesus) 1 Cor. 11:23-26.  Listen to the reason why we partake of the Lord’s Supper as these verses are read.

We honor Christ when we observe the Lord’s Supper appropriately;

· Focusing on Jesus.

· Remembering what He did for us.

· And proclaiming “the Lord’s death until He comes” again. v26

We dishonor the Lord if we allow our observance to;

· Become a mere “mindless habit” that we perform whenever the church calendar calls for it.

· Nowhere does the Bible tell us how often to observe the Lord’s Supper.

· But Paul’s statement “for as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,” suggests that it should be done regularly.

· Each church, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, is free to decide on the frequency of its observance.

After his rebuke of the Corinthians’ dishonoring of the Lord’s Supper, Paul laid out some instructions for its proper observance;

· Note his emphasis on having “received from the Lord” what he was about to share with them. v23

· If any of them was inclined to argue the point, he would not be arguing with Paul, but with Jesus.

This passage recalls the Passover meal Jesus shared with the apostles before His crucifixion;

· When He instituted the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.

· Jesus transformed the traditional Passover meal into a symbol of His approaching death on the cross.

· The bread represents His body, broken for us.

· The cup represents His blood, shed for us.

The “new covenant” v25;

· Replaced the old covenant, in which God’s people received forgiveness of sin by means of animal sacrifices performed by priests.

· Because in itself the blood of animals did not remove sin, those sacrifices had to be repeated again and again.

Jesus’ death introduced the new covenant;

· His sacrifice was once and for all, never to be repeated.

· We are invited to “approach the throne of grace with boldness” (Heb. 4:16).

· We are to remember these truths as we come to the Lord’s Table.

What should be our focus as we worship the Lord at His table?

· “Do this in remembrance of Me.” v24

· Jesus is to be our focus, not ourselves or our own preferences.
· When we have the proper focus, we “proclaim the Lord’s death” for the sins of the world .v26

We do not proclaim this blessed truth to God;

· But to a lost world that desperately needs salvation.

· This unity, selflessness, and focus on Jesus must not be practiced only when we gather at the Lord’s table;

· But every time His people gather to worship.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Examine Yourself) 1 Cor. 11:27-32.

Listen to what we are to do before we take the Lord’s Supper as these verses are read.

Paul gives specific instructions on how the Lord’s Supper should be observed;

· We should take the Lord’s Supper thoughtfully because we are proclaiming that Christ died for our sins (11:26).

· We should take it worthily, with due reverence and respect (11:27).

· We should examine ourselves for any unconfessed sin or resentful attitude (11:28).  We are to be properly prepared, based on our belief in and love for Christ.

· We should be considerate of others, waiting until everyone is there and then eating in an orderly and unified manner (11:33).

When Paul said that no one should take the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner v27;

· He was speaking to the church members who were rushing into it without thinking of its meaning.

· Those who did so where “guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.” v27
· No one is worthy to take the Lord’s Supper.

· We are all sinners saved by grace.

· This is why we should prepare ourselves for Communion through examining ourselves, confessing our sins, and resolving any differences with other people.

· Awareness of our sins should not keep us away from Communion but should drive us to participate in it.

“Without recognizing the body of the Lord” v29 means;

· Not understanding what the Lord’s Supper means.

· Those who do so condemn themselves. v27

The Lord’s Supper is not to be taken lightly;

· This new covenant cost Jesus His life.

· It is not a meaningless ritual, but a sacrament given by Christ to help strengthen our faith.

Take some time right now to examine yourself;

· Are you looking forward to worshiping on Sunday?

· Ask the Lord to reveal anything in your life in the way you approach worship that is dishonoring to Him.

· Confess it to Him and receive forgiveness.

· Then we will discover the depth and meaning of true worship of God.

Self-Examination

With cancer so prevalent, health care professionals are urging both men and women to do careful self-examinations.  They publish literature that tells you what signs to look for.  News reports on television provide relevant information.  They claim that many lives can be saved by careful self-examination.

The Lord’s Supper is an occasion for spiritual self-examination.  What danger signs should we look for?  Pride is one.  Selfishness is another, along with harboring a divisive spirit.  So is self-indulgence, even in something otherwise good and proper.  We need to detect these early warning signs before the cancer of sin destroys us.

Certainly no one can come to Communion, conduct a self-examination, and not find something.  This does not mean that we should not partake.  It does mean that we should recognize our weaknesses, repent of our sins, and resolve to do better and to be better.  To diagnose our own condition is to go a long way toward curing that condition.

Often cancer in the human body can be cured.  Always cancer of the soul can be cured if we follow the prescriptions of the Great Physician.  To ignore what we discover in our self-examination would be more dangerous than to ignore the signs of malignancy in the human body.  To recognize signs of spiritual sickness, confess them, repent of them, and find forgiveness for them can lead us to full recovery and renewed spiritual health.

Prayer:

Father, help us to grow in our concern for each other so that we can truly be one body in Christ.

Thank you for Your love, grace, encouragement, and faithfulness.
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