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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Church Gone Wrong
1st Week: “When Members Won’t Get Along” We discussed things that divide a church, understanding causes of disunity in the church, and actions we can take to prevent or correct divisions in the church.

2nd Week: “When Immorality Comes to Church” God’s standards-not prevailing cultural standards-form the basis for the Christian’s morality.  The church must uphold God’s standards of morality.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about Christian liberty and the need for believers to act in love with the good of others and the glory of God in mind.
How this lesson can impact your life: Act in ways that will benefit others and bring glory to God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Let Love Rule”; Christians should demonstrate love for others by surrendering personal freedoms that would lead other Christians to sin.
2. “Avid the Stumbling Blocks”; Christians should be careful not to put stumbling blocks before believers that would hinder their spiritual growth.  Christians should not put stumbling blocks before unbelievers but seek ways to share the gospel with them in love.
3. “Do All for God’s Glory”; Christians should do all things for the glory of God.
Our society today embraces the concept of freedom for everyone to do anything they want to do (morally);

· This attitude had led to frequent lawsuits.
· Attempts to redefine the family.

· An increased role in government and legislative regulations.

· Countless attempts to minimize the consequences of wrongdoing.

· And emphasize the pleasures of wrongdoing.

Moral issues relating to;

· Drinking in moderation.

· Smoking.

· Dancing.

· Movies.

· Television programs

· Styles of clothing.

· Decisions by Christians on these and other topics often affect newer Christians.

This worldly concept has also affected Christians too;

· Some believers lean toward demanding absolute freedom.

· Adopting habits without thinking of how others would be affected.

· These believers do not consider whether their choices will honor God.

· In today’s lesson, Paul dealt with this kind of Christian.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Let Love Rule) 1 Cor. 8: 1-3.
Listen to what kind of knowledge is good as these verses are read.

Christians in Corinth had different convictions about whether or not to eat meat associated with idolatry v1;

· These differences led to conflict and led Paul to address the issue.

· The phrase “we all have knowledge” (v1) was probably a statement used by many Corinthian believers to justify their decision to eat meat sacrificed to idols.
· Today’s lesson is not about whether or not to eat meat.

· It’s about our behavior and our witness to others.

Paul addressed the danger of arrogance that knowledge alone can produce;

· Paul warned that knowledge, without love to guide, inflates with pride. v1

Today, Paul’s caution about the misuse of information is needed;

· Some people today trust science to provide alternatives to biblical statements about creation and morality.

· Sin is often dismissed.

· Remember that Satan tempted Eve with the promise of knowledge that could only be learned through disobedience to God (Gen. 3:5).

· Increased knowledge without submission to God only makes clever sinners.

Knowledge must be controlled by love (1Cor. 13:4-7);

· Information can be used for good or evil.

· Just because we can do something does not mean we should do it.

· Love takes into consideration others and God before acting.

· Love does not demand rights.

· It sacrificially denies self for a greater purpose.

· Love builds up others.

The freedom exercised by certain Corinthian Christians was tearing down other believers;

· They were not considering the effects of their actions on younger or weaker Christians in their church.

· They thought they were smart, but they lacked love toward them.

Mature Christian believers should not;

· Allow disagreements over nonessential matters that could harm church fellowship.

What would you be willing to give up if you knew that it would promote church unity?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Avoid the Stumbling Blocks) 1 Cor. 8: 4, 7-13.  Listen to how we are to avoid being a stumbling block as these verses are read.

The controversy was about eating food offered to idols (v4);

· Paul reminded them that “an idol is nothing in the world.” v4

· Those in the Corinthian church who knew these principles could eat meat sacrificed to idols without committing sin.

· These false gods are not real.

· Therefore there is nothing wrong with eating meat sacrificed to what does not exist.

The problem was not everyone had this knowledge v7;

· Paul described other believers for whom eating food offered to an idol would be a sin.

· The conscience of these believers was weak.

· They associated the meat with their former immorality and unbelief.

· Today, we see the same problem with some of the issues we discussed at the beginning of this lesson.

Paul warned the church to be careful that their right to eat did not become a stumbling block to the weak v9;

· Stumbling block refers to something that may morally trip up a fellow Christian.

· Paul warned the stronger Christian about the potential impact their examples would have on weaker Christians.

· The implication is that the stronger Christian’s example encouraged the weaker Christian to violate his/her conscience.

· For them to do what he/she believed was morally wrong.

Paul warned the stronger Christians that they would be held accountable for their influence by example on weaker Christians;

· They would be guilty of sin if their example led to moral failure by the weaker Christians. v12

· Paul called it sin against the brothers and against Christ.

· Paul’s command and resolution was for the stronger brother not to do anything that would lead the weaker Christian to sin.

· Self-sacrificing love is the heart of Jesus’ example.

· The spiritual growth of others is far more important than the exercise of our rights in satisfying our appetites.

Each Christian, whether involved in vocational ministry or not;

· Should recognize the impact his/her example has on others.

· We should never pursue personal rights that could have destructive results in the lives of others who look to us for guidance.

Advice to the stronger believer;

· Don’t be proud of your maturity.

· Don’t flaunt your freedom.

· Act in love so you do not cause a weaker believer to stumble.

Advice to the weaker believer;

· Although you may not feel the same freedom in some areas as in others;
· Take your time, pray to God, but do not force others to adhere to your stipulations.

· You would hinder other believers by making up rules and standards for how everyone ought to behave.

· Make sure your convictions are based on God’s Word, and are not simply an expression of your opinions.

Advice to pastors and church leaders;

· Teach correctly from God’s Word, helping Christians understand what is right and wrong in God’s eyes.

· Help them see that they can have varied opinions on other issues and still be unified.

· Don’t allow potential problems to get out of hand, causing splits and divisions.

How can you keep from being a stumbling block to the faith of others in your church?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Do All for God’s Glory) 1 Cor. 10: 31-33.  Listen to things we should do for God’s glory as these verses are read.

Paul returned to the question of Christian liberty in Chapter 10;

· He repeated the need to take into consideration our effect on others before we act.

· He generalized his argument by saying “whatever you do, do everything for God’s glory.” v31

· As believers and servants of God we are to make His will supreme in our lives.

· Before we do anything, we should ask if that action will glorify God.

· God wants us to love others and to encourage them in their obedience to Him.

· This demands sacrifice and surrender of rights on the part of some Christians.

Paul stated a general principle in his aim not to give unnecessary offense to the lost or saved;

· “I also try to please all people (men KJV) in all things” v33

· He was not promoting an ethic in which we go along with whatever crowd we happen to be in.

· He was not saying that he allowed the expectations of others to always control his decisions.

· He specifically was saying that he denied himself (“my own profit”) for the (profit of many”).
· Paul’s desire was to do nothing that would hinder anyone from being saved.

· If it meant self-denial, he gladly yielded what pleasure he may have gained for the sake of gaining a better hearing for the gospel.

For the conclusion of this lesson, how would you rate your choices as they relate to their impact of the spiritual growth of others?

· I always consider others.

· I sometimes consider others.

· I never consider others.

We need to honor and glorify God in everything that we do;

· During the week.

· In church business meetings.

· On Sunday mornings.

· In our service to Him, however we serve.
Offended, Uncomfortable, or ……?

I do not care for tattoos.  Yet I know a lot of people that have one.  Some people I know have more than one.  Does that offend me?  No.  Do I have a weak conscience in this area that makes tattoos a stumbling block for me?  No.  A flower painted on a foot, a dolphin painted on the back, or a cross painted on the leg do not violate Leviticus 19:28.  Those tattoos do nothing to undermine my faith in Christ or my love for my friends and family members who choose to have them.
But you may be different.  You may find tattoos, certain kinds of music, etc. to be offensive when I do not.  But let’s keep our terminology straight:  what is “offensive” is not necessarily a “stumbling block” that is traced to a weak conscience.  And your discomfort may be the price you pay when someone else is being ministered to by music you don’t like.

There are doctrinal lines that should never be crossed.  Then there are issues of preference that may be crossed freely as long as they don’t lead to sin.  It is important to learn the difference.  As we do, we also remember to practice the grace of humility and kindness.  The gospel will move forward in unexpected ways when we do.

Prayer:

Lord, please give us compassionate hearts.

Help us to be sensitive to the conscience of others.

Help us to help others remain faithful to You.

Please open our eyes to the truth of Your Word so that our conscience will reflect Your perfect will for our lives.

Help us to never be the cause for someone else to stumble.
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