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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Church Gone Wrong
We have 5 great lessons about “Church Gone Wrong;”

· All 5 lessons are in 1st Corinthians.

· Paul identifies problems in the Corinthian (as well as all) churches.

· He offers solutions and teaches believers how to live for Christ.

Most churches today find themselves facing problems within their church;
· Some of these problems may be devastating requiring time to heal.

· Other problems not as severe, usually resolved quickly.

· Problems within the church, especially between members, disrupt spiritual progress and growth within the church.

Our 5 lessons will address some of the most common and hurtful issues that can arise;

· We will learn in these lessons that God often uses mature adults as peacemakers.
· Hopefully these lessons will teach us not to be part of the problem;

· But part of the solution that helps each of us in the church to grow spiritually.

What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the things that divide a church.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand causes of disunity in the church, and decide on actions you will take to prevent or to correct divisions in your church.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Misplaced Loyalties”; Christians who divide churches with personal agendas do not please the Lord.
2. “Human Pride”; Christians should, in humility, avoid all forms of pride and arrogance.
3. “Spiritual Immaturity”; Christians who fail to grow spiritually act like unbelievers and damage the reputation of their church.  Christians should constantly seek to grow in knowledge and application of God’s Word.
Choose which one of the following you think is better; (see if everyone agrees)
· The 1950’s or the 1980’s.

· Breakfast or dinner.

· The beach or the mountains.
All of us remember when we were growing up how difficult it was to get along with others;

· It could have been differences with another brother or sister in our families.

· Possibly not seeing “eye to eye” with our parents.

· Within our jobs, getting along with co-workers or the boss.

· Even in our neighborhoods, having to deal with difficult neighbors.

Today, within our churches;

· We often find older members slow to accept changes.

· And younger members anxious to start new programs.

· Often, bickering will result as a result of either example.
· Today’s lesson wants us to consider issues that may threaten our church’s unity.

· We need to understand the cause of the issue, and what to do about them.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Misplaced Loyalties) 1 Cor. 1: 10-15.

Listen to what Paul tells the church in verse 10 as these verses are read.
Paul uses the term “brethren (brothers)” as he addresses the church in v10;
· Paul is emphasizing that all Christians are part of God’s family.
· Believers share a unity that runs even deeper than that of blood brothers and sisters.
Paul then asks the church to do 3 things in v10;

· To agree with one another.
· To not allow any division within the church.
· And to be perfectly united in mind and thought.
There is a difference between having opposing viewpoints and being divisive;

· All members within the church will not always agree on every issue.
· But they can work together in harmony with a focus that Christ is Lord of all.
· In our church each of us needs to speak and behave in a way that will reduce arguments and increase harmony (be a peacemaker).
· Petty differences should never divide Christians.
In this large and diverse Corinthian church, believers favored different leaders v12;

· Some followed Paul (who had founded their church).
· Some followed Cephas (Peter).
· Others followed Apollos (an eloquent and popular preacher).
· And others that said they were with (or of) Christ (but didn’t act like it).
Paul mentions Jesus Christ ten times in the first 10 verses of this chapter;

· Paul makes it clear who it is all preachers and teachers should emphasize.
· God’s message is much more important than any human messenger.
Today we find churches have problems and divide when members start choosing up sides behind various human leaders;

· Some churches split with one group physically leaving.
· Other churches remain intact but harbor hostility toward or isolation from one another.
· The results are an ineffective church.
Our churches today have various styles of worship;

· We should not get caught up in the game of “my preacher is better than yours.”
· If we do, we divide Christ.
· We should never do anything that takes anything away from Christ’s message.
· Our allegiance must be to Christ and to the unity that He desires.
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Human Pride) 1 Cor. 1: 26-29.

Listen for what God has chosen as these verses are read.
The source of the conflicts in the Corinthian church was the prideful arrogance of disobedient Christians;
· In their pride, Adam and Eve sinned, believing they would become like God by eating from the forbidden tree (Gen.3:-5-6).

· Pride exalts self over others

· Pride fails to submit to God’s authority.

· Pride separated Adam and Eve from God through sin.

· Pride also separates Christians from one another.

The Christians of the Corinthian church had become;

· Arrogant in their attitudes towards one another.

· Paul attempted to remind them of their humble beginnings.

· He called upon them to consider (see KJV) their calling. v26

· Paul wanted them to remember who they were when they first responded to the gospel.

Few of them were “wise from a human perspective” (not many wise men after the flesh KJV) v26;

· Most did not have great intelligence or education.

· Most were not the powerful (mighty KJV) and influential leaders of the community.

· Most could not claim noble birth.
· Most of them came from the lower classes of society.

· These criteria are worldly standards that people use to determine the value of human beings.

Paul reminded them that they were not chosen by God for salvation because;

· They had worldly importance.

· Paul told them that they were foolish and weak in the eyes of the world. v27

· He attempted to open their eyes to see how worldly they had become in judging themselves and others.

· Each group felt superior to the other groups.

· Each one was convinced they were smarter and more spiritual than the others.

Today, sometimes people who lack power in our culture sometimes seeks to acquire power within churches;

· They see the church as a place where they can exalt themselves and rule.

· They hunger for positions of leadership but for the wrong reasons.

· They want power to control others.

· Christian leaders who imitate Christ are always servants in leadership.

· They accept authority in order to minister to the needs of others.

We live in a culture where the importance and rights of individuals are supremely exalted;

· This often leads to pride and conflict when we demand our way at the expense of others.

· There can be no unity when everyone is demanding to have their needs met or their will done regardless of others.

· We cannot love others unless we love ourselves.

· Our worth is in our relationship to God and in finding His purpose for our lives.

God chooses the humble to shame the wise and strong (mighty KJV) v27;
· God does not save a person who is prideful.

· We must be willing to admit our sin, weakness, and helplessness.

· We must acknowledge that we cannot save ourselves.

· That we need a Savior.

· When we humbly receive God’s salvation, He can exalt us to do things that the wise and strong of this world could never accomplish.

These verses remind us that there are two perspectives in life;

· 1st There is the perspective of the world that is human-centered at its core.

· Man is considered the measure of all things and the final authority.

· People develop their own religions and make gods in their image.

· 2nd The other perspective is God’s perspective.

· He is the measure of all things.

· His truth is absolute and unchanging.

· When Christ returns, the worldly perspective will be revealed as a lie.

· Those who embraced the worldly perspective will be humbled in judgment.

· Those who have humbly submitted to God’s truth will be exalted.

Each of us needs to answer the question of what is the measure of our worldview;

· Is it God or man?

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Spiritual Immaturity) 1 Cor. 3: 1-4.

Listen to Paul’s description of the Corinth church members as these verses are read.

Paul mentioned three kinds of people in 1 Corinthians;
· 1st He refers to “the natural man” (2:14).

· This person is unsaved and does not have the Holy Spirit living within.

· The natural man does not understand spiritual things and lives according to his or her sinful nature.

· 2nd He refers to “the spiritual person” (v15).

· This person is saved and growing daily in knowledge and obedience to God.

· 3rd He refers to “people of the flesh (3:1).

· This type of person is the focus of our study in this section of lesson text.

Paul called the divisive Corinthians people of the flesh (carnal KJV) v1;

· These were not “natural” people because they were saved and possessed the indwelling Holy Spirit.

· They could not be described as “spiritual” because they were not following the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

· They were simply believers acting like unbelievers.

· They were immature Christian followers that followed their own sinful desires instead of the Holy Spirit.

Paul also referred to these disobedient believers as “babies in Christ;”

· All believers start out as spiritual infants no matter how old we are physically.

· As newborns, we are given milk, not solid food (meat KJV). v2
· This refers to the basic doctrines of the faith.

· Paul rebuked these believers because sufficient time had passed for them to have matured;

· But they remained immature babies.

· They quarreled and fought like children;

· Instead of working through their differences like mature adults.

· They were selfish and put their interests ahead of the interests of others.

The conduct of the immature believers in Corinth (as well as today’s church);

· Not only threatened the unity of the church.

· But it was also a devastating obstacle in their attempts to win others to Christ.

· They were living like typical men, fleshly, like ordinary people. v3

· Unbelievers today will see no reason to be drawn to Christ if they see the same sins in believers that they see in themselves.

· Only when we model changed behavior can unbelievers see the real possibility of change that Christ offers.

What is the solution to divisions within the body of Christ?

· Immature believers must be confronted with their sin and repent.

· Paul identified and rebuked the troublemakers at Corinth.

· Church leaders today must lovingly do the same.

· The alternative is to exist in an unhealthy church that will make no significant impact for Christ.

Allowing unspiritual Christians to lead church members can only result in;

· Disapproval by Christ.

· Ridicule by the lost.

· Jesus said that we would prove ourselves to be His disciples if we love one another (John 13:35).

· Only mature believers who exhibit the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) should be entrusted with leadership and authority in the local church.
What actions will you take to prevent or to correct divisions in our church?

A Divided Family

A couple who had filed for divorce three times went to see a minister.  They supposedly wanted to try once more to patch things up.  The counseling session came to an abrupt end, however, when the couple started shooting at each other!!

When the woman started to walk out of the counseling session, her husband pulled out a gun and shot her. Not mortally wounded, she reached into her purse, turned, and shot him in the shoulder.  The couple went outside, where the wife fell to the ground and the husband fired several more shots at her.  Both survived, and both were charged with attempted murder.  It would be gross understatement to say that this was not a happy family.

Just as God intends for marriage and family life to provide contentment and mutual support for all concerned, this is also what He intends for His spiritual family-the church.  The church in Corinth, however, was not “one big, happy family.”  Instead of contentment there was contention over personal loyalties-loyalties that were a symptom of some deeper spiritual problems to which Paul would later call their attention.

This is typical of troubled families and troubled churches-usually their problems consist of several overlapping layers of disturbing issues.  But God wants all families-both ours and His-to live in peace and unity.

Prayer;

Lord help each of us do our part to help your church be what it should be.

We have been foolish in dividing the body of Christ over our own opinions.

We have often been jealous of our own power.

Often we are too attached to human personalities.

Please forgive us for the times we have failed You.
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