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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Church Gone Wrong
1st Week: “When Members Won’t Get Along” We discussed things that divide a church, understanding causes of disunity in the church, and actions we can take to prevent or correct divisions in the church.
What this lesson is about: God’s standards-not prevailing cultural standards-form the basis for the Christian’s morality.  The church must uphold God’s standards of morality.
How this lesson can impact your life: Examine ways you are influenced by cultural views of sexual morality and identify ways to protect your moral integrity and the reputation of your church.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Does Sin Still Shock Us?”; Churches should never tolerate or condone sexual immorality.  Churches should not ignore sexual immorality by professing believers in their congregations.
2. “How Should We Respond to Immoral Members”; Churches should confront sexual immoral church members and refuse to associate with them if they refuse to repent.
3. “What’s Wrong with Sexual Immorality?”; Christians should seek to treat their bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit and use them to bring glory to God.
The 1960’s are often described as a time of sexual revolution in America;

· In that decade there was a deliberate rejection of marriage as a prerequisite to sexual activity.

· New methods of birth control, legalized abortion, and a growing acceptance of homosexuality were some of the results of this revolution.

· Social revolution became organized through political movements and radical legislation by courts.

· Movies, television, and the internet provided support for the movement.

· Many in America supported the rejection of traditional marriage and the approval of sexual immorality as social progress for our nation.
Many Christians and churches have conformed to the spirit of our age;

· Acceptance or passive neglect of immorality among church members has tragically become the norm.

· Our lesson today examines how Paul dealt with immorality in the early church and helps us understand how those principals should be followed in churches today.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Does Sin Still Shock Us?) 1 Cor. 5:1-2.

Listen to what was reported as these verses are read.

The sin of divisions (last week’s lesson) within the Corinthian church was not the only problem reported to Paul;

· A scandalous, immoral relationship existed among members.

· The nature of the sinful relationship was so perverted that Paul described it as an act “not even condoned (named KJV) among the Gentiles.” v1

· Some members of the Corinthian church had immortal pasts and repented of those acts when they received Christ (6:9-11).
· Paul preached the need for sexual purity in response to salvation.

· While Paul was away, a serious case of immorality emerged and the leadership of the church failed to respond.

· Paul rebuked the church for their lack of moral indignation and response to the sinner who was a professing Christian.

Paul described the sinful relationship:  “A man living with his father’s wife”;

· The phase “living with” (have KJV) implies a sexual relationship between the man and woman.

· Old Testament law forbade a man from having a sexual relationship with their mother. (Lev. 18:8)

· Roman law also prohibited such relationships.

Paul did not address the sinner;

· He focused his criticism on the congregation that ignored the sinner’s conduct.

· They should have been “filled with grief” (not rather mourned KJV).

· Instead of grief, they were inflated with pride (puffed up KJV).

· Pride fails to admit wrong and the members tolerated the sinner.

· They continued to treat him as a brother in good standing.

· They appeared unconcerned about what the scandal was doing to their church.

Why were the Corinthian believers not shocked by the immoral behavior?

· They lived in an immoral culture and did not look at sin from God’s perspective.

· The same is true of many Christians and churches today.

· The acceptance of immorality as entertainment has created indifference toward sin by many believers.

· More exposure to media and human opinions and less exposure to God’s Word leads to distorted views about sin.

Today, many reject the moral statements of God’s Word;

· They prefer instead a worldly view that condones sins.

· Sins such as cohabitation, homosexuality, and abortion.

Rather than confront the immorality of the culture;

· Some churches and denominations have conformed their beliefs to those of the world.

· A loss of conviction concerning biblical authority has led some to deny biblical standards of morality.

A reason for church silence is the mistaken idea that;

· We should never judge others.

· We often hear people say “the church is a hospital for sinners.”

· Hospitals exist to treat patients and make them better.

· No hospital would continue to treat patients who refuse to acknowledge their sickness;

· Or who refuse to comply with established rules.

· The church is the bride of Christ.

· And the church has a responsibility to present herself spotless to Him (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19: 7-8).

Today we have a generation gap in behaviors and values;

· Younger adults attach far less moral stigma than do their elders to our-of wedlock birth and cohabitation without marriage.

· They engage in these behaviors at rates unprecedented in U. S. history.

· Nearly 4 in 10 (36.8%) births in this country are to unmarried women.

· Nearly half (47%) of adults in their 30s and 40s have spend a portion of their lives in sexual relationships without marriage.

In 2007, about half of all nonmarital births were to couples that were not married to each other;

· 15 years earlier, only about a third were.

· Just under half (44%) say they want to marry.

· A nearly equal portion (41%) says they aren’t sure.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (How Should We Respond to Immoral Members?) 1 Cor. 5: 9-13.  Listen to who Paul tells us not to associate with while these verses are read.

In an earlier letter which no longer exists;
· Paul had warned the Corinthian believers about associating with “sexual immoral people. v9

· Paul clarified his meaning by stating the obvious fact that it is impossible for believers to avoid contact with all sinful people;

· Otherwise they “would have to leave the world.” v10

· Jesus called His followers the “salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13).

· Salt doesn’t do any good if it stays in the shaker.

· Neither do we do any good for the lost unless we go to them;

· Sharing the gospel of God’s love and forgiveness.

Then Paul got right to the point;

· Don’t associate with an immoral person “who bears the name of brother.” v11

· Paul was not describing a believer who falls into temptation, sins, and repents.

· The immoral believer is one whose lifestyle reveals a pattern of unrepentant sin.

Note the other sinful activities Paul lists;

· Greedy-idolater-slanderer (railer KJV)-drunkard-swindler.

Let us not fall into the trap of classifying sins;

· Singling out the sexually immoral person for discipline;

· While tolerating the person who regularly commits other sinful activity.
Clearly in this case in the Corinthian church, the facts had been established;

· The decision to disassociate from such believers should not be arrived at lightly;

· Or as the result of gossip or mere hearsay information.

· Paul directed the Corinthian believers not to even eat with members of the church who were openly immoral.

· Including the Lord’s Supper-for unrepentant believers partaking of the Lord’s Supper dishonors Christ.

We find Scriptural references for church discipline;

· Matthew 18: 16-17

· Go to the brother or sister; show the fault to him or her in private.

· If he/she does not listen, go with one or two witnesses.

· If he/she refuses to listen, take the matter before the church.

· After these steps have been carried out, the next steps are;

· Remove the one in error from the fellowship (1Cor. 5: 2-13)

· The church gives united disapproval, but forgiveness and comfort are in order if he/she chooses to repent (2 Cor. 2: 5-8).

· Do not associate with the disobedient person; and if you must, speak to him/her as one who needs a warning (2 Thessalonians 3: 14-15).

· After two warnings, reject the person from the fellowship (Titus 3:10).

Because of the seriousness of such a decision, some words of caution are in order;

· Disassociation is for the purpose of restoring, not destroying believers.

· It is only for sins that are proven.

· Disassociation is for believers who will not repent of their sinful behavior.

· Churches must avoid a legalism that enforces personal preferences rather than biblical morality.

· The abuse of church discipline can be as damaging to the church as a failure to discipline.

Paul was quick to say that neither he nor the Corinthians had a right to judge unbelievers outside the family of God;
· God alone will judge them, not us.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (What’s Wrong with Sexual Immorality?).  Listen to what we are to flee from while these verses are read.

The temple of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love, was located in Corinth;
· Sexual relations with the prostitutes at the temple were a part of the worship ritual.

· Prostitution was openly accepted.

· Some of the Corinthian believers were still involved with prostitutes.

They justified their actions by their mistaken Greek philosophy that;

· The important thing about human beings is their souls, not their bodies, which would soon perish.

· That what they did with their bodies was of no concern.

They also had a misunderstanding of Paul’s teaching concerning the freedom a believer had in Christ;

· It was not a freedom to do as one likes as some of them wanted to interpret it.

· But a freedom in Christ’s strength to resist and overcome the human desires that would enslave them.

· Paul’s insistence that “your bodies are the members of Christ” (v15) was foreign to them.

Paul urged his Corinthian fellow believers to run from the temptation to take part in sexual sins;

· Every Christian’s body “is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. v19

· Believers are not their own; they have been purchased by the blood of the sinless Son of God.

· As deplorable as such sins are, there is forgiveness, healing, and restoration for those who repent.

God’s standards regarding sexual morality are opposed to the world’s standards;

· Many Christians today are not sensitive to the continual erosion of moral standards around them.

· The church is responsible to keep itself pure before the world.

· We must demonstrate the mercy and forgiveness God shows toward repentant sinners.

How Much Sin Should We Tolerate?

An Ohio man drove for years without his driver’s license after numerous convictions for drunk driving.  Although convicted eighteen times, it had no effect on his behavior.

After conviction number eighteen, a judge handed down a sentence that brought shocked responses.  A representative of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) denounced the sentence as being too lenient.  A sheriff called it “very squirrely!”  And what was the sentence that brought such responses?
There were three parts to it:  the judge ordered the man to spend the first week of each of the ensuing five years in jail; when he rides in a car, he must either be handcuffed to the door on the passenger side or have someone sit between him and the driver; and he must move within easy walking distance of a liquor store so he isn’t tempted to drive while drunk.

From what Paul says about the immoral member of the Corinthian church, it would appear that his sin involved unrepentant, habitual behavior similar to that of the Ohio drunk driver.  The reason for the shocked reactions to the judge’s sentence is that people have started to realize the need to get serious about punishing drunk driving.  The Corinthian church, however, appears to have had no limit to the amount of sinful behavior they were willing to tolerate!

Prayer:

Lord keep us from the sins of the flesh.

Keep us also from the sin of self-righteousness.

Give us hearts that care about sinners and grieve over their sin.

Give us courage to apply discipline if it is ever needed.
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