April 4, 2010               When Easter Becomes Just Another Holiday                       #150                                                                                                                            
5th lesson this month on the topic:  Church Gone Wrong
1st Week: “When Members Won’t Get Along” We discussed things that divide a church, understanding causes of disunity in the church, and actions we can take to prevent or correct divisions in the church.

2nd Week: “When Immorality Comes to Church” God’s standards-not prevailing cultural standards-form the basis for the Christian’s morality.  The church must uphold God’s standards of morality.
3rd Week:  “When Members Insist of Their Way” We studied Christian liberty and the need for believers to act in love with the good of others and the glory of God in mind.
4th Week:  “When Worship Dishonors God” This lesson was about the attitudes that are essential for meaningful Lord’s Supper observances and all other worship experiences.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the eternal and practical implications of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
How this lesson can impact your life: Choose to trust in the resurrected Christ and to live each day in light of the reality of His resurrection.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Know Where You Stand”; Christians need to understand and defend the doctrine of the resurrection as essential to our salvation.  Christians should acknowledge that the doctrine of the resurrection reveals Christianity to be uniquely different from all other philosophies and religions.
2. “Imagine a Faith Without Resurrection”; Christians should thank God for the assurances the resurrection of Jesus provides believers.
3. “Live Like Jesus’ Resurrection Matters”; Christians should live for God each day knowing their labor for Him will be rewarded.
The emphasis of Easter must never be;

· Bunnies-baskets-eggs-new clothes

· It should always be Christ.

How have you seen the celebration of Easter change over the years?

· People don’t dress up much anymore (no ladies with Easter hats).

· To most non-Christians, it’s just another day.

Imagine a church building with a sign on the outside saying “Closed for Easter.”

· We probably won’t see a church with a sign like this.

· But are there other ways churches aren’t as “open” as they need to be?

· Could church members live as if the resurrection of Jesus Christ has not made any practical difference in their lives?

· Sometimes the church fails to teach its members how to defend modern skeptics’ claims that Jesus couldn’t have been raised from the dead.

· The church fails sometimes to reach out to share with the lost in the community the joyful news that because Jesus rose from the dead, people have hope in this life and in the next.

In one passage in today’s lesson, Paul encouraged his readers to consider what the Christian life would be like without the resurrection of Christ;

· Paul demonstrated that everything about our faith as Christians depends on the truth of the resurrection.

· In our lesson today, we will learn why the resurrection of Christ is vital to our justification, sanctification, and glorification as believers.

· We will celebrate the truth of the resurrection in history and in the new life experienced by every believer today.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Know Where You Stand) 1 Cor. 15: 1-4.
Listen to what Paul had preached to the Corinth church as these verses are read.

Some chapters in the New Testament have become famous for a particular emphasis;

· Hebrews 11 is known as the faith chapter.

· First Corinthians 15 is the resurrection chapter.

False teachings within the church at Corinth initiated the emphasis on the resurrection of Jesus and believers;

· Some denied the possibility of resurrection. v12

· Paul responded with his defense of the resurrection of Jesus as an essential part of the gospel.

Paul wanted to clarify (declare KJV) the gospel he had preached in Corinth previously;

· Paul used a definite article (the) to signify there is only one true gospel (Gal. 1: 6-7. (v1)

· The Bible declares there is only one God, one Savior, and one plan of salvation (Eph 4: 4-6).

· Paul spoke to believers who had received and taken their stand on this declaration v1.

· Today, believers must likewise know where they stand on the gospel because of the many false doctrines and religions that have made their way into the mainstream.

Paul reminded the Corinthian believers of their salvation experiences v2;

· Each was saved when they believed the message.

· Salvation is a gift to be received (Rom. 5: 16).

· When we believe the gospel, we are justified, or declared righteous in God’s sight (Rom. 10: 9-10).

· We are not saved by works but by grace through faith in Christ alone (Eph. 2: 8-9).
The phase “unless you believed to no purpose” (in no vane KJV);

· It indicated a problem regarding the gospel in the Corinthian church.

· Paul had heard about how some were challenging an essential part of the saving message he had preached to them.

· The false teachings and doubts about the resurrection were apparently spreading like a disease among the congregation.

· The warning in 1 Cor. 15:33 about the danger of “bad company” were directed at these false teachers.

· In verses 3-4, Paul repeated the essentials of the content of the gospel.

Paul referred to the gospel as “most important” in verse 3;

· This is true because the gospel is the point of entrance into salvation.

· Salvation is a birth that happens in a moment.

· We are physically born at a precise moment;

· And those who are saved are spiritually reborn at a precise moment (John 3:3).

· Entrance into spiritual life is a decision, not a process.

Christ died for our sins v3;
· Jesus’ death enabled a holy God and sinful people to be reconciled.

· Jesus became the substitute and received on the cross the punishment we deserved (1Peter 3:18).

· He redeemed us by paying the debt our sins incurred before a holy God (Gal. 3:13).

· He satisfied the demand for justice, allowing us to be reconciled to God. (Rom. 5:10.

Christ was buried v4;

· This emphasizes the reality of Christ’s death.

· He was certified to be dead by professional executioners.

· His body was prepared by Nicodemus and Joseph, and buried (John 19:38-42.

· He was raised on the 3rd day.

The nature of the resurrection of Jesus is also unique;

· He rose with a resurrected body that was recognizable and yet superior to the physical body of His birth.

Christianity declares these facts as the central convictions of our faith;

· Christianity rests upon historical facts.

· These facts are the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.

· Christianity is unique and distinctive from all other philosophies and religions.

· Christianity claims to be the absolute truth and only way to heaven because Jesus declared Himself to be the only way to the Father (John 14: 6).

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Imagine a Faith Without Resurrection) 1 Cor. 15: 12-19.  Listen to what our faith is worth if Christ had not been raised from the dead as these verses are read.

Paul argued passionately but logically about the implications of denying the resurrection;

· He said had Christ not been raised, our preaching is without foundation (vain KJV).

· If Christ had not been raised the faith of believers is empty and vain v14.

· He declared that if Christ had not been raised, he and others who said it was true were false witnesses v15.

· It is difficult to imagine that the disciples who ran away when Jesus was arrested would be willing to die for something they knew to be a lie.

· Their courage even to the point of death is one of the great proofs of the resurrection.

Paul said “those who have fallen asleep in Christ (believers who had died) perished v18;

· Corinthian believers had been comforted in the death of their loved ones with the promise of eternal life and heaven.

· Paul said without the resurrection, those loved ones were not saved and not in heaven.

· Our resurrection as believers is dependent upon Christ’s resurrection.

Paul made a final comment on the implications of Christianity without a resurrected Savior;

· If our hope in Christ is limited to this life only;

· Christians are to be pitied (miserable KJV) more than anyone.

· Christians realize many blessings in life;

· But our greatest blessings await us at death or Christ’s return.

· The Christian life involves sacrifice, suffering, and spiritual conflict with Satan and the world.

· We look forward to bodies that will not die or suffer.

· We look forward to no more pain or tears.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Live Like Jesus’ Resurrection Matters) 1 Cor. 15: 54b-58.  Listen to Paul’s description of death as these verses are read.
Death in the Bible has two significant and related meanings;

· The Bible speaks of physical and spiritual death.

· God warned Adam and Eve to obey His commands and not to eat from the tree.

· The penalty for disobedience was death (Gen. 2:17).

· When they ate the forbidden fruit, they experienced a spiritual death, or separation from God.

· This resulted in a curse that brought physical death to them and their descendants.

As Paul said, “The sting of death is sin” v55;

· To remove the sting of death, sin must also be conquered.

· The power of sin is the law v56.

· God gave us the law to demonstrate our need for salvation (Rom. 3:20).

God’s answer to our sin problem was to give us;

· Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ v57.

· He obeyed the law perfectly and offers us His righteousness by faith.

· Christ’s death for us removed the power of God’s law to condemn us.
· We die with Christ and rise to a new way of living (6: 1-11).

Paul encouraged Christians to be steadfast, immovable, and always excelling in the Lord’s work;

· False doctrine always results in a disobedient lifestyle.

· The denial of the resurrection discouraged those who had been deceived.

· The result was that some were departing from the faith and neglecting the Lord’s work.

· The process of spiritual growth following justification is called sanctification.

Paul assured and challenged the believers to serve God with all of their hearts because their “labor in the Lord is not in vain” v58;

· Without the resurrection all is in vain.

· But because of the truth of the resurrection, nothing in the Christian life is in vain.

· No act of true worship goes unnoticed.

· No act of service fails to be rewarded.

· The glorious rewards awaiting faithful believers at death are worthy motivations powered by our faith.

First Corinthians 15 has brought hope and encouragement to countless Christians;

· The victory Paul proclaimed is not the fight for physical life.

· Death is a certainty for all until Christ returns.

· The victory is the removal of “the sting of death.”

· It means that we die with the peace of knowing our sins are forgiven and that we will be welcomed into a place prepared for us by Christ.

Only Jesus Can Rescue

If you were in a boat out on the open sea and fell overboard, but didn’t know how to swim, what would you want your friends in the boat to do?  Certainly their encouragement to “hang in there” and “stay above the water” would be welcome.  They could even model for you how to swim or how to tread water.  They could tell you stories about how they fell overboard one time and survived.  But sooner or later, wouldn’t you hope that they would throw you a life preserver?  At some point you would have to be rescued, because your situation is a matter of life and death.

In 1 Corinthians 15: 1-4, Paul tells us that the substance of the gospel message is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Yet many times in our witnessing it seems as if this message is noticeably absent.  We may talk about the exciting church we’re a part of and all that is happening there.  We may talk about how Jesus’’ wisdom for living has helped us find meaning and significance as a single person, or in our marriage, or in our family.  We may talk about how the power of Jesus Christ has helped us overcome addictive behaviors, or a sinful past, or a painful season of grief.  And there’s a time to talk about all of that.

But unless there is a time where we get down to basics and talk about the cross and the empty tomb, we are not sharing the true gospel.  Sooner or later we’ve got to throw people a life preserver-because all that can save a person from drowning for eternity is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!

Prayer:

Lord, help us pass the faith along to the next generation and to appreciate the great heritage that our ancestors have passed down to us.

Although we have not seen You with our eyes, we have indeed seen You with our eyes of faith.

May we never lose our vision of You.
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