June 5, 2011                                          What Do You Own?                                      #211                                                                                                                          
1st lesson this month on the topic:  Putting Possessions in Perspective   
We have 4 good lessons this month about the biblical perspective of material possessions that ask us the following four questions;

· June 5 “What Do You Own?” In a society where prideful self-sufficiency is the preferred way of life, God calls His people to a different mind-set.  His desire is that we recognize His ownership of all things.

· June 12 “Where Is Your Treasure?” People believe possessions are the highest value in life.  Consequently greed rules their lives.  Jesus taught, however, that real treasure has nothing to do with earthly riches.  We are to see spiritual treasure instead.

· June 19 “How Much Is Enough?” Many people are never content with all the stuff they have.  No matter how much we gather and store, material possessions will not bring contentment.  Faith in Christ and personal godliness do.

· June 26 “Why Be Generous?” God does not share with us His material possessions to hoard or spend only on ourselves.  He gives us possessions to use for His glory and others’ benefit, not merely for our own.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about recognizing God’s ownership of everything we have.
How this lesson can impact your life: Put possessions in perspective by recognizing that God is the Owner and Giver of everything you have.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God Owns Everything” 1 Chron. 29: 10-11; Since God owns everything, He has the right to whatever He wants whenever He wants it.  God, the Owner, has rights; we, the stewards, have only responsibilities.
2. “God Give Us What We Have” 1 Chron. 29: 12-16; Not only is my giving decision a spiritual decision, but every spending decision is a spiritual decision.  We can’t fake stewardship; it is revealed in our checkbooks and our calendars.
3. “God Examines Our Hearts” 1 Chron. 29: 17-20; People (and churches) don’t have giving problems, they have heart problems.  What is left over after we give is just as revealing of our hearts as the amount we give.
“I see the new owners made some changes to your old house,” Stan remarked to a lady after driving by the house she had sold.
· “Yes,” she replied, “I can’t believe they cut down my trees.”

· “Those were some beautiful oak trees,” Stan replied, feeling he had hit a nerve.  “They will be missed.”

· “My grandfather planted those trees, I loved those trees.”

· “I’m confused,” Stan said, “Didn’t you sell that house?”

· “Yes,” she confessed, “but those were my trees.”

· This lady believed she owned the trees of her previous home, but in reality she did not.  Those trees were not hers.

· We too often treat our possessions as she viewed those trees.

· We assume what we own is ours.

“My” is one of the most misused words in our vocabulary.  We are quick to declare:

· My money

· My talents

· My wealth

· My belongings

· My family

· Even my life.

· Biblically speaking, God owns it all.

· We are managers of what He has entrusted to us!

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God Owns Everything) 1 Chronicles 29: 10-11.  Listen to David’s blessing to the Lord as these verses are being read.

King David understood the principle of God owning everything;

· David assembled the leaders of his kingdom and presented his vision of building a palace (temple) for the ultimate King.
· This holy place would be recognized as God’s dwelling place among His people.

· He knew the kingdom, this soon-built temple, and the wealth in his possession were not his-they were God’s.

At this juncture in Israel’s history;

· David was an old man about to die.

· He knew his reign was ending.

· A successor would follow-his son, Solomon.

David’s wealth, while immeasurable by today’s standards;

· Resembles the wealth of Americans in comparison to the rest of the world.

· Like David, we need to understand the Source of our wealth and use it to accomplish God-given dreams.

David acknowledged Solomon, his heir, was “young and inexperienced” v1

· Solomon, not David, was chosen by God for the task of building the temple.

· David was “a man of war” with blood on his hands (28: 2-3).

· Whereas Solomon was a man of peace.

· Like a great leader, David gave first v2.

· Then the leaders of Israel gave v6.

· And finally the people gave vv 9, 17.

David also prayed;

· He praised God for His greatness and recognized that the Lord owned everything.

· David reminds us that God deserves and desires to be blessed, or praised.

· David’s prayer began as our prayers are to begin, by recognizing the greatness and the power of God.

Note the word “everything” in this text;

· Everything belongs to God v11

· God is “the ruler of everything” v12.

· “Everything comes from” God v14.

God owns it all!

· Because God is the rightful Owner of everything we have;

· We have a responsibility to manage well all He has entrusted to us.

· We don’t own anything!

· All we possess comes from God.

· He is the Source of all things.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Gives Us What We Have) 1 Chronicles 29: 12-16.  Listen to how David describes God’s goodness to us as these verses are being read.

David provides us with four manifestations of God’s ownership;

· 1.  He is Creator, and He brought everything into existence v11.

· 2.  He is the King and exalted, the only ruler over the world v12.

· 3.  From Him comes all human wealth-riches and honor come from Him v12.

· 4.  He is the Source of humanity’s power and might v12.

Verses 12-16 form the heart of David’s prayer;

· David and the people had only given back what had come from God’s hand.

· David understood that he and the people could give generously because everything they had came from God.

None of us can take pride in being self-made men or women;

· When we experience God’s prosperity, we cannot take credit for our accomplishments.

· Without God, we have nothing!

· Everything is a gift.

· Nothing is earned; everything is given.

We give back to God what God has given to us;

· In the hymn “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.”

“O Love that wilt not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe,

That in Thine ocean depths its flow

May richer, fuller be.”
David gave toward a temple for the glory of God;
· We can build churches and Christian ministries for the glory of God.

· Great things can be accomplished when all of us work together;

· And each one of us individually gives generously for the common good and God’s glory.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Examines Our Hearts) 1 Chronicles 29: 17-20.  Listen to David’s words to his people as these verses are being read.

David planned for the temple (chapter 28);

· He provided for the construction (29: 1-9).

· David praised God (vv 10-16).

· Then David petitioned God (vv 17-20).

· David knew God tests or examines the heart and is “pleased with what is right and an upright heart” v17.

David knew that giving was not about money;

· It was (and is) never about money.

· It was not about the temple.

· It was (and is) always about the heart and faith and relationship with God.

· The outer reality of proper giving always follows the inner workings of the heart.

Joyfulness and willingness;

· Are found in our giving when our hearts are right.

· Our attitudes toward money and use of material possessions always reveal the true nature of our hearts.

· When our hearts are in sync with God, we give freely and are not pressured, enticed, manipulated, or intimidated.

Everything we have is on loan from God;

· He gives it to us for a little while and says, “Take care of it,” until either He wants it back or we die.

· In the end He takes back that which belongs to Him in the first place, which is everything.

· When we acknowledge God’s rightful ownership of everything, we willingly loosen the grip on material things and use them in ways that please and honor God.

So in the end we literally possess much but own nothing;

· Our possessions may have our names on the title or the deed;

· But in reality it is all God’s.

· He alone is the Owner and the Provider.

· We are the managers.

· 1 Chronicles 29:11 “Everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You.”

Creating Something Beautiful

Question:  What is the most complex piece of handmade machinery in the world?  Answer:  A grand piano.  Both the question and the answer come from Miles Chapin’s book 88 Keys:  The Making of a Steinway Piano (New York: Clarkson Potter, 1997).

The construction of a grand piano takes several years.  Little wonder, since each one has 12,000 parts, including, “tiny leavers, springs, pins, screws, knobs, plates, bushings, bearings, hinges, and flanges,” to use Chapin’s words.  The process involves more than 500 craftsmen who possess skills in mechanical engineering, cabinetmaking, wood finishing, and metallurgy.

This complexity makes a grand piano begin to sound like Solomon’s temple.  The process needed to create both amazes us.  People in Solomon’s day were given the opportunity to use their gifts and skills to create something of great beauty, and everyone had to work together in harmony.  Carrying out the ministries of the church also involves many people and their spiritual gifts coming together.  

What is your part?

Prayer:

Lord forgive us if we have tried to be owners rather than stewards of what You have given us.

We thank you for everything you provide to us.

Give each of us guidance in using these gifts to honor You.
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