October 17, 2010                     What’s So Different About Jesus?                             #178                                                                                                                              
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Jesus
1st Week: “Sin IS a Big Deal”; When we understand the reality, the true nature, and the consequences of sin, we realize the need for a Savior.  The danger in our world is the concept that morality is relative-“I’ll do my thing; you do your thing.”
2nd Week:  “Why “Good” Isn’t Good Enough”; We will never recognize our own sinfulness or admit how wicked we are until we gain an appreciation for the holiness of God.  God provided the only way of salvation through Christ’s death on the cross.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the uniqueness of Jesus as evidenced in His teachings, His miracles, and His resurrection.
How this lesson can impact your life: Explain how Jesus is different from all other religious leaders.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Consider Jesus’ Teachings”; Many people find Jesus an interesting person to read about or study, but when they are faced with a decision to follow Him and be His disciples for life, they turn away.
2. “Consider Jesus’ Miracles”; Jesus’ miracles were signs whose purpose was to explain His identity as God’s Son.  Jesus used His miracle of healing a man born blind to explain that He is “the light of the world.”
3. “Consider Jesus’ Resurrection”; Jesus died for our sins but arose victoriously from the dead to show His power over sin and death.
If we look around us every day we see how people try to be “different” from everyone else;

· It would be boring visually if everyone dressed the same and they dyed their hair the same color and styled/combed it exactly the same way.

· The younger generation creates “fads” in the way they look to be “different” from their friends.

· We see interesting tattoos; hair dyed different colors of the rainbow, interesting jewelry, and interesting belt buckles.
· We also find in today’s lesson how Jesus is “different” from other religious leaders.

Let look at five different religious leaders and their beliefs;

· Zoroastrianism

· Zoroaster, the founder of Zoroastrianism, believed in a form of dualism that considers life a battle between two governing forces that determines whether good things or evil things occur in specific situations.

· Zoroaster died around the tenth century B.C.

· Buddhism

· The Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, taught that life is about finding the path to ultimate reality and enlightenment.

· He died about the year 483 B. C.

· Islam

· Muhammad, the founder of Islam, advocated the existence of one God (Allah), and that the only way to heaven was to submit fully to Allah and his teachings in the Koran.

· The word “Muslim” comes from an Arabic word meaning “one who submits” and “Islam means “submission.”
· Muhammad died in the year A.D. 632.

· Mormonism

· Joseph Smith, founder of Mormonism, claimed that God had given him new revelation for the church and that everyone must obey the teachings of the Mormon Church in order to get to the highest heaven.

· Joseph Smith died in 1844.

· Christian Science

· Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian Science, promoted the pursuit of divine love, health, and healing as the main focus of life for the individual, while insisting that only the spiritual is real and denying the reality of sin, evil, and hell.

· Mary Baker Eddy died in 1910.

Each of these five well-known people;

· Lived, founded a religion, and died.

· Never to be seen again.

· Just like hundreds of other religions and cults throughout history.

But Jesus is unique and “different”;

· His teachings and miracles demonstrated that He was more than just another teacher, prophet, or religious leader.

· Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world.

Unlike all the other deaths mentioned previously for leaders of other religions;

· Jesus’ death was not the end.

· He arose from the grave to demonstrate His power over death.

· This lesson today examines some of Jesus’ teachings, one of His miracles, and His resurrection.

· We will find that Jesus is unique in comparison to all other religious leaders.

Someone read our first group of Scripture verses (Consider Jesus’ Teachings) John 6: 66-69.  Listen to what Peter told Jesus as these verses are read.

John 6 begins with Jesus’ miracle of feeding the five thousand (v1-15 not in text);

· This is the only miracle Jesus performed during His earthly ministry that is recorded in all four Gospels.

· Only John’s Gospel records Jesus’ conversation with those in the crowd who had followed Him across the Sea of Galilee.

Like the woman at the well who had difficulty understanding Jesus’ self-reference as the “living water.”

· The crowd could not understand how Jesus could provide-much less be-bread greater than that which Moses provided to the Israelites.

· Like the woman at the well who requested of Jesus, “Sir…give me this water”

· The crowd also requested, “Sir, give us this bread always” v34.

Jesus’ response was to identify Himself;

· He said “I am the bread of life” v35.

· He began by combining the imagery of the water and the bread;

· No one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, and no one who believes in Me will ever be thirsty.”

· Jesus made Himself the focus of the imagery:  Coming to Him and believing in Him.

Despite the miracle of feeding the five thousand that they had witnessed the day before;

· Most of the crowd did not believe in Jesus v36

· But those who do come to Him Jesus “will never be cast out” v37.

· Jesus claimed to be in the center of the Father’s will;

· Doing the will of the Father means believing in Jesus.

· He gives eternal life and resurrection life to those who do believe v39-40.

The crowd’s final response was doubt and departure;
· They concluded, “This teaching is hard!  Who can accept it?” v60

· Jesus said “What if you were to observe the Son of Man ascending to where He was before?” v62

· The crowd liked the miracle worker, but they wanted nothing to do with one who made such outrageous claims for Himself.

· So “from that moment many of His disciples turned back and no longer accompanied Him v66.

The crowd was willing to watch the miracles and listen to His teachings;

· But when they had to make a decision in light of the implications of what Jesus did and said;

· They were no longer willing to follow Him.

· Today, we should not be surprised that many people find it hard to accept Jesus’ claims.

One of the saddest questions Jesus ever asked “the twelve” followed the crowd’s departure;

· “You don’t want to go away too, do you?” v67.

· The crowd of people that had been following Jesus was beginning to thin out.

· So He asked those who had been with Him the longest what they were going to do.

· Jesus calls for decisive action from everyone, action that will affect the rest of a person’s life.

· Following Jesus for a time then moving on to some other religion or fad will end in spiritual disaster.

Peter had no intention of leaving;

· Peter declared that there was nowhere else to go since Jesus alone has “the words of eternal life” v68.

· Peter explained that he and the other apostles had “come to believe and know” that Jesus was “the Holy One of God” v69.

Much spiritual knowledge comes about only after one has believed in Jesus;

· And begins a personal relationship with Him.
· People cannot be saved until they, like Peter, accept the truth about Jesus’ identity as the Son of God and the only Savior.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Consider Jesus’ Miracles) John 9: 17, 24-25, 31-33, 35-38.  Listen to what the Pharisees asked the blind man as these verses are read.

The ancient world had absolutely nothing helpful to offer blind people;

· What medical treatment existed was largely ineffective in curing blindness.

· The blind were neglected and considered cursed by the gods (among pagans).

· Or cursed by God (in Judaism).

· Both Jews and Gentiles believed that a person born blind was the victim of his parent’s wickedness or perhaps their own.

After Jesus healed the blind man;

· The Pharisees became agitated since the healing occurred on the Sabbath Day.

· They cared little about this miracle; they were only concerned about the letter of the law.

· They interrogated the man to discover who had healed him and whether or not Jesus had broken a Judaic law.

One of their questions was, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” v17;

· They had no explanation for this astounding miracle.

· The blind man replied, “He’s a prophet.”

· This miracle showed the blind man that Jesus was no ordinary man!

The Pharisees came to the man again later and pushed the issue even more;

· “Give glory to God, we know that this man is a sinner” v24

· The Pharisees were legalistic and prideful.

· Never thinking of themselves as sinners.

· Their opinion of Jesus, the only sinless human being who has ever lived, was that He was “a sinner.”

· The blind man didn’t know if their accusation against Jesus was true or not.

· He just knew, “I was blind, and now I can see!” v25

After discovering what happened to the man, Jesus sought him out and asked him;

· “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” v35

· The man did not know who Jesus was referring to, but he wanted to know so he could “believe in Him.”

· Jesus replied, “You have seen Him; in fact, He is the One speaking with you.” V37

· The blind man said, “I Believe Lord, and he worshipped Him” v38.

We need to remember that believers must grow in their knowledge of Jesus;

· Just as the blind man did.

· The longer a person has known Jesus.

· The better his or her understanding of Jesus should be.

· We also need to willingly share Jesus with other people.

· Even though we don’t always have all the answers to the questions they may ask about Him.

· We need to share the gospel and then let the Spirit work in their hearts.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Consider Jesus’ Resurrection) John 20: 27-29.  Listen to what Jesus told Thomas as these verses are read.

Jesus’ resurrection appearances in John 20 revolve around four major events;

· 1.  Mary Magdalene (and certain other women) found the empty tomb and told Peter and John.

· 2.  Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene.

· 3.  Jesus appeared to the disciples-minus Thomas and Judas.

· 4.  Jesus appeared again to the disciples, but Thomas was present this time and the focus was on him.

Some of the disciples who had already seen Jesus told Thomas that Jesus was alive v20-25;

· Thomas did not believe them.

· But Thomas reacted no differently than anyone else.

· None of Jesus’ followers believed in His resurrection until after they had seen Him in the flesh.

· Eight days passed before Jesus put Thomas’ claim to the test.

· He approached Thomas directed and told him to “Put your finger here and observe My hands, Reach out your hand and put it into My side” v27

· After seeing Jesus, Thomas didn’t need to follow through by touching Jesus’ wounds.

· He simple said, “My Lord and my God!” v28

The resurrection made the difference for Thomas;

· And this should be the case for all others who want to discover who Jesus is.

· All religions are the same-they all lead to hell.

· Only Christianity-with its focus on the resurrected Lord and Son of God-leads to heaven.

One essential difference between Jesus and other religious leaders;

· Is His resurrection.

· He died for our sins.

· He arose from the dead.

· And He still lives today.

We have ample evidence today of Jesus’ resurrection even though we have not see Him;

· Belief is more a matter of an individual’s will than of evidence.

· Jesus said, “Those who believe without seeing are blessed” v29.

· Jesus referred to all believers since His ascension-including believers today in the twenty-first century.

Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus?

· Paul explained that God “established (Jesus) as the powerful Son of God by the resurrection from the dead according to the Spirit of holiness (Rom. 1:4).

· Jesus’ resurrection explains loud and clear who He was and is.

· Because He is the risen Lord, all people will give an account of themselves to Him.

Are you ready?

· If God asked you, “What did you do about My Son who arose from the dead?”

· What would you say to Him?

· The ONLY answer that He will accept is “I believed in Him.”

Sent

In 1803 U.S. President Thomas Jefferson sent out Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on an expedition to the Pacific coast.  They were to cross rivers, deserts, and mountains in a journey of many thousands of miles.  They explored territory that no other man had ever seen.  They returned in 1806.

These men and their companions were sent out on a definite mission.  The president who dispatched them had authority to do so and exercised it.  In the same way, our Lord sent out his apostles-bound for a mission more difficult, but more rewarding and more vital than that of Lewis and Clark.  Lewis and Clark wanted to extend the boundaries of their country.  Jesus’ apostles were to extend the boundaries of the kingdom of God.

Today are we not also sent?  Does not the command to go forth and save men from sin also come to us?  Jesus’ church today is called to send his valiant disciples to every corner of the earth, however distant, difficult, or daunting, to bring under his sway every tribe and nation.  We are sent to seek the lost and proclaim good news-just as Jesus was.

Prayer:

Lord we pray for courage to declare openly that You are our Savior and our Lord.

Help us to make the best case for Jesus in dealing with doubters and skeptics.
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