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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Confront Casual Christianity
1st Week: “Live Your Faith”; The relationship between faith and obedience.  It established the basis for confronting casual Christianity.

2nd Week: “Celebrate Your Trials”; In times of adversity, Christians can delight in God’s goodness and have joyful confidence in the outcome of their trials.
3rd Week:  “Treat Everyone Equally”; How we are not to show favoritism; to honor those in need, and to treat everyone regardless of the outward appearance or status in society with honor and respect.
What this lesson is about: What we say is important in life.  If we learn to control our speech, we will be mature in other areas of our lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Allow God to control what you say by spending time in His Word to attain His wisdom.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “The Awesome Power of Words”; Gossiping, putting others down, bragging, manipulating, complaining, flattering, and lying are examples of speech to avoid.
2. “The Dual Nature of Words”; Measure your growth and maturity by how well you control what you say.  Learn to praise and bless people, knowing a single criticism outweighs numerous words of encouragement.
3. “The Wise Use of Words”; Allow the Holy Spirit to empower you to be wise in what you say.  Be sure your words promote peace and not disorder.
Have you ever heard of the saying:  “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never harm me?”

· When we were kids we may have come home crying when someone said an unkind word about us.

· As we grew older, we realized that this saying is really not true.

· Words indeed can do great harm.

Tongue (definition):

· The  power of communication through speech.
Our tongues are one of the smallest parts of our bodies;
· Yet some people have a difficult time controlling their tongue.

· Our tongue is small but powerful.

· We bless and praise others with it, and turn around and curse them later.

· Once we say something wrong, we can never take it back…it’s too late.

· We need to make sure our hearts are right so we can keep our tongues in check.

Let’s look at the different things we can learn about a person by listening to them speak;
· where they are from

· what kind of education they have

· are they drunk or sober

· do they know what they are talking about

· their mood (happy, grumpy, sad)

· have they just gotten braces

· how limited is their vocabulary

There are many words that wound;

· Some are spoken maliciously with the intent of wounding another person.

· More are spoken thoughtlessly or jokingly, but still hurt.
· We all have cried or been upset over a careless or malicious remark.

· How about the times that you have been the one making the careless or malicious remarks?

In everyday conversation we answer one another;

· Promptly, not taking the time to think before we speak.

· With the best of intentions sometimes we say things that are untrue, unkind, or unhelpful.

· We can’t pause for minutes before we respond when speaking to others.

· But we need to be armed in advance with Christian truth, principles, and motives.

· So well armed that we rarely lose our way in conversation.

James is going to tell us today about the power of speech (the tongue) and how it can be controlled … with God’s help.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (The Awesome Power of Words) James 3: 1-6.  Listen for mention of small physical objects that have control over much larger objects.

Let’s look at the small physical objects that have control over larger things;
· bit in mouth of horse controls the animal

· rudder controls direction of a large ship

· small spark or flame starts a large fire 

 Things the small organ (the tongue) do; 

· makes great boasts

· even though it is a small organ, it corrupts the whole person

· sets whole course of one’s life on fire

· the tongue, itself, is influenced by Satan (set on fire by hell)

What does it mean to “control” something (for example a radio controlled model airplane)?

· limit what it does

· specify what it should do, should not do

· to direct where it goes, 

· direct what it does

Things we say are hard to control;
· we speak without really thinking

· we  speak out of the emotions of our heart (anger, excitement, despair, etc.) 

· we don’t make the effort to consider the implications or effects of what we say

· we are often concerned only with our own problems, not outside issues

Consider the practice of chewing gum … What is the role of the tongue as you chew gum?

· positions the gum for next chomp

· prepares gum wad for blowing a bubble (flatten, position, start the bubble)

· holds the gum in your mouth

· keeps you from swallowing your gum

Maybe there are some parallels between gum chewing and tongue mastery!  

	Chewing Gum
	Mastering Speech

	· keeping gum in mouth

· chewed gum sticks to things

· aid in blowing a “beautiful” bubble

· positioning gum
	· keeping harmful words in

· harmful words stick in people’s minds

· aid in saying beautiful things

· declaring our position on an important issue


Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (The Dual Nature of Words) James 3: 7-12.  Listen for further examples from nature about use of the tongue (speech).

What does James say is difficult about taming the tongue?

· it is a restless evil

· it is full of deadly poison

· it is used for cursing

What would be some examples of “word sins”?

· cursing, expressing hate

· arguing 

· putting people down, criticism

· lying

· sometimes not saying something nice, uplifting, encouraging would be a word sin in the sense of a sin of omission

· gossip

Consider why some of these demonstrate poison or evil as mentioned by James?

	Word Sin
	Demonstrates poison, evil

	· criticism


· gossip


· arguing
	· causes discouragement to the targets of the criticism
makes them think their hard work is useless

· causes division, does not lift people up, tears them down instead

· promotes dissention,  may result in angry words you wish you had not said


What should we do which are the opposite of these word sins … things we say which result in praise and blessing, not evil and cursing?

Instead of criticism;
· words of encouragement

· expression of thankfulness 

· offers of help, support

Instead of gossip;
· keep your mouth shut … if you cannot say anything good, don’t say anything

· maybe go directly to the person involved and dialog with them (not with the rest of the world)

· don’t talk about problems … pray about them, talk to God about them

Instead of arguing;
· learn to agree to disagree

· look for points of agreement

· ask God for an attitude of peacemaking 

The spoken word can have a variety of effects.  Think of the opposite effect of these specific effects;

· build up (tear down)

· encourage (discourage)

· hurt (help)

· anger (make peace)

· enlighten (confuse)

· acceptance (rejection)

James described this dual nature of words by saying that words can be used for both “blessing and cursing” (v10).

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (The Wise Use of Words) James 3: 13-18.  Listen to how we should show our good works.
The question in v13 “Who is wise and understanding (endued) among you?”

· Does not imply no wise people were among James’ readers.

· Wisdom has more to do with character in relationships than with education and intelligence.

· We exercise godly wisdom when we make the effort to get along with others.

· Our relationships show how wise (or unwise) we really are.

The works of wise and understanding people demonstrate;

· Good conduct with wisdom’s gentleness (meekness) v13

· This lets us know we can do good things in the wrong way.

· Good conduct is wise when characterized by gentleness.

· Not by arrogance and self-assertiveness.

· A gentle person is humble, puts others first, and does not allow pride to destroy relationships.

· This person promotes peace and unity in the church.

· Good actions done in harsh and arrogant ways are not born of godly wisdom.

· Within our church, pray that all good actions are done with a servant’s heart.

James then describes two kinds of wisdom;

· The “worldly” and the “godly.”
· Satan promotes the wisdom that is absolutely opposite the wisdom God gives us.

· Worldly wisdom is characterized by bitter envy and selfish ambition v14

· Worldly wisdom today uses popular expressions such as: “dog eat dog world,” and “the rat race.”

· It encourages people to be the biggest dog and the fastest rat.

· It ignores moral and ethical issues in attaining the goal.

· If others are hurt along the way, too bad.

Such attitudes in either church members or church leaders can tear apart a congregation;

· Sadly, some believers seem to take pride in running roughshod over people or in undermining leaders to get their own way.

· James admonished all believers not to brag as though their self-centered attitudes or actions were right v14

Worldly wisdom does not come;

· From above (from God).

· It is earthly, sensual, demonic v15

· Believers who allow worldly wisdom to guide them always bring disorder and every kind of evil into their churches v16

In verse 17, the word “but” introduces the contrast of godly wisdom to worldly wisdom;

· Keeping ourselves in God’s Word can help us recognize and practice God’s wisdom.
· James described the wisdom from above as pure v17

To live by godly wisdom means to;

· Act morally

· To maintain spiritual integrity.

· And to harbor no selfish attitudes or motives.

Heavenly wisdom prompts people to be;

· Peace-loving.

· It leads believers to embrace everyone in the church.

· It does not lead to rivalries and factions within the church.

· It encourages peace because it is gentle and compliant.

· Being gently means being reasonable, considerate, and courteous.

· We are truly wise when we treat others and their views with respect, grace, and love.

· Compliant means being approachable, open to reason, not stubborn.

Heavenly wisdom is full of mercy and good fruits v17;

· Mercy refers to compassion for those who need help.

· Good fruits are the kind, helpful actions inspired by mercy.

· This wisdom also is without favoritism and hypocrisy.

· The opposite of hypocrisy is sincerity.

· This implies an honest openness with no hidden agendas.

Living in accord with heavenly wisdom results in peace v18;

· Those who make peace are the ones who live in peace with others and who promote peace among other people.

· They produce a harvest of righteousness, of right conduct pleasing to God.

· Churches characterized by heavenly wisdom enjoy peace and unity.

· We sow in peace when we act with loving-kindness toward others.

· Are we indeed a church with heavenly wisdom?

Conflicting Identities

In September 2001, San Francisco police arrested a man for robbing eight banks and attempting to rob another.  When taken into custody, the man admitted his crimes.  He was an unlikely suspect, since in daily life he had a $98,000 job as an air traffic controller.  He was known to be very cool under the pressure of his job, a trait he exhibited during his short career as a bank robber.  Described by friends as a nice, friendly person, he took his teenage sons and their friends camping and to ball games.

Investigation showed he was unable to make his salary stretch far enough to cover his expenses, which included large bills for alimony, child support, and school tuition.  So he apparently allowed another side of himself to grow alongside his law-abiding, family-man persona.  The court ordered that he undergo psychiatric evaluation to determine his sanity.

It could be argued that there must be something “insane” about a man who risked a good job and his reputation in everyday life to take up a second, risky and unlawful, identity.  But James says we demonstrate a similar type of split in our persona when we let our tongues get out of control.  When Christians bless God in worship and curse others elsewhere, it may not be a mark of insanity, but it certainly doesn’t make sense.

Prayer:

Lord, we thank You for the clear guidance of Your Word.

We thank You for the privilege of using the minds and wisdom You have given each of us to make decisions in the light of Your Word.

Give us wisdom day by day according to our need.

Give us godly wisdom to help us control our tongues.
I know, this is somewhat of a “stretch” (no pun intended).
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