December 28, 2008          Wanted:  Missionaries                                                          #84                                                                                                            
4th lesson this month on the topic:  A Heart For Missions
1st Week:  “God’s Missionary Heart”; how missions are an expression of God’s heart.  God’s desire is to extend light to all nations.
2nd Week:  “Your Missions Involvement”; how we as believers can be involved in missions in many different ways; how we are to give to missions, pray for workers, and be disciples to our community and to the world.
3rd Week:  “The Message of Missions”; Jesus’ birth; that He is God’s way of salvation for all people; that all people need to hear this good news.
What this lesson is about:

God calls some Christians to invest their lives as missionaries in other cultures.
How this lesson can impact your life:

Understand the biblical concept of a distinct missionary calling, and respond appropriately to God’s missionary call by going or by deciding on ways you will support those who are called to go.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Missionaries Are Called”; Christians should be open to God’s call to missionary service.
2. “Missionaries are Commissioned”; Missionaries are commissioned by churches to go and to do missions.
3. “Missionaries are Connected”; Missionaries who report to the churches reflect a biblical pattern of partnership in missions.
Think of the “Want Ads” in our daily newspapers.
· They contain “classified” ads for jobs

· People/companies advertise for help

· People respond for a variety of reasons:  to earn money, to provide for their family, for the enjoyment, for a sense of fulfillment

Today we finish our study on missions by examining the job of a missionary, which in many ways is very different from the kinds of jobs we might find in the “want ads.”

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Missionaries Are Called) Acts 26:15-19; and Galatians 2: 6-10).  Listen to the way God was calling Paul to serve Him in a different way.

In this scripture we find part of a conversation between Paul and King Agrippa that took place while Paul was in Roman custody.
· Paul had been called in for questioning, and he used the opportunity to tell about his calling to take the gospel to the Gentiles.

· He spoke about a “heavenly vision” of Jesus he saw while traveling to Damascus

That Jesus had appeared to him for one important purpose;
· To appoint him a servant and a witness

· Jesus had called him into an act of service and as a witness to people who had not heard the gospel

The “why” of the vision (v16-18);

· V17 God promised to rescue/see him thru his trials

· Paul was being sent to be a special envoy to the Gentile world.

· V18 Paul’s mission was dramatic.  He was to open spiritually blinded eyes, take people to the light, turn them away from Satan, help them find forgiveness, and prepare them for their place in Heaven.

As God’s Church today, we have been given the same mission as Paul;

· To deliver God’s light to those around us in darkness

· To help turn them away from sin

· To help them find forgiveness

· To help them prepare their place in Heaven

In verse 19 he tells King Agrippa that he is always obedient to God and His instructions.

Paul shared his testimony with King Agrippa;

· Likewise we should be sharing our testimony with everyone around us

· Witnessing by the way we live our lives serving Him
Paul also shared his testimony in his letter to the Galatian Christians in Galatians 2;

· He wrote that the Lord entrusted him with the gospel for the Gentiles (uncircumcised v7)

· He said that God had commissioned Peter to take the gospel to the circumcised (the Jewish people)

· Paul was clear between his own calling from God and Peter’s calling from God

· God sent Peter to the Jews with the gospel message

· But Paul was called to deliver the gospel to the Gentiles, to people foreign to him out of his comfort zone.

Just as God called these men to serve him as missionaries, he also calls us to do the same;

· Maybe not in a foreign land to people we have never met

· But to the Pilipino community with the sponsorship opportunity we have
· Faithful prayers for our missionaries

· Our prayer that God will guide each of us to accept opportunities to serve Him in different ways.

When Paul told the church leaders in Jerusalem about Jesus calling him to be a missionary to the Gentiles;

· They confirmed the call

· They gave Paul the right hand of fellowship (v9), meaning they believed his testimony of God’s call was true and reliable.
Just as Christ called Paul to be a missionary;

· He calls believers today to do the same thing

· He may call any one of us to cross geographical, cultural, and other barriers to proclaim the gospel and live as a Christian witness for Him.

· Maybe to go on a mission to help in disaster relief
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Missionaries Are Commissioned) Acts 13: 1-3.  Listen for how the Antioch church was a good model for what a church should be.

Let’s look at this passage that shows this church is a good example of a church;

· Prophets v1

· Teachers v1

· specific people named who were so known

· a leader from a famous political family

· They worshiped, fasted v2

· they received specific message from God, obeyed it  v2

· they commissioned and sent out missionaries v3

Who was called to a specific ministry assignment;
· Paul 

· Barnabus

Who did the calling? 


( God

Who did NOT do the calling?  
( The church

What did the church do?

( the commissioning

There are several ways a person can recognize God’s call to be a missionary;

· deep conviction

· impact of a specific sermon or challenge

· a verse or passage makes a deep impression on us

· deep burden for a specific people or country who needs the Lord

· knowledge of the need, the capacity to fulfill that need

· God opens doors

· specific request from a mission organization for capabilities we may have

To be commissioned means:

To be appointed or assigned to a task or function

Several things are involved in commissioning of a missionary;

· a dedicatory service

· a promise by the church to support by prayer and giving

· a public and united prayer of God's special blessing

· setting the person(s) apart for God's special task

· all parties commit before God and one another to do their own individual part in spreading the Gospel message

A missionary’s calling is like two sides of a coin;

· the person’s individual calling that takes place in their heart

· the other side is confirmed by the larger body of believers called the church.

· The calling comes from the Holy Spirit; the commissioning is done by the church.

We as a church should be faithful in our prayers that as a church God will bless us by allowing us as His church to produce new missionaries from within our church membership.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Missionaries Are Connected) Acts 14: 26-27.  Listen for evidence of God's intent for us to cross these boundaries.

We find in these verses that God wants us to cross geographic and cultural boundaries to tell the lost about Jesus;
· they had been specifically called to do this

· they had completed the initial task

· God had worked through their efforts

· God had opened doors for Gentiles to be receptive to the message

It was important for Paul and Barnabus to return and give the report of what had happened on their journey;
· It verified to believers there that their decision to send them was right

· That what they had understood God to be saying was true

· That God had answered their prayers

· That their donations had been well spent

· They had communicated the ongoing need for more outreach, further trips

( Same thing is true today 

· missionaries need to make these reports

· churches need to hear and heed what God is doing around the world

· younger generations need to learn what opportunities are available for them to invest their lives in God's ongoing outreach to a needy world

We started this lesson today talking about the kind of jobs we might find in the newspaper’s classified ads.

We can see from today’s lesson that missionary jobs are indeed quite different.

We need to be prayerful on how God might be calling us to some type of missionary service or how we can support others who have been called to service.

Thinking Young
A “senior moment” is what happens occasionally to many people in their fifties and older-a friend’s name, a familiar word, or even an entire thought just slips from one’s mind.  It happens to everyone:  studies show that most people lose thirty percent of their memory between the ages of twenty and seventy-five.

A memory training specialist at Stanford University has apparently found a way to reverse this trend.  She teaches a two-week long course for senior adults that encourage them to “think young.”  This involves trying to look at certain objects the way younger people would-for example, analyzing details in paintings and to help “increase their visual imaging ability.”  This study shows that eighty five percent of the students increased their memory skills from thirty to fifty percent over a five year period.

Churches grow older, too, and often forget their reason for existence.  Leaders settle into comfortable positions and sometimes stay there be insisting on maintaining the status quo and by never entertaining any new ideas.

How different was the church in Antioch?  Its leaders were visionary, energetic, and responsive to the leading of the Spirit of God.  They could imagine the whole world wanting to know about Jesus.  So they sent out some their best and brightest on a journey that eventually filled the pagan Roman Empire with the Gospel.

May our churches today do the same thing that the church at Antioch did many years ago.

Prayer:

Lord empower us with the courage that will make us more like these first Christians who could not keep the good news to themselves.
Let each of us have an impact on every member and visitor to our church.

Thank you for sending Your Holy Spirit to work in Your church.

Help each of us remember that encouragement is one of the most important keys to a growing church.
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