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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Change the World
What this lesson is about: God works through us to change the world when we understand what is important to Him and align our values with His values.
How this lesson can impact your life: Become an agent of change by discovering what is important to God and aligning your priorities with God’s purposes.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. Isaiah 61: 1-7 “God Values All People”; Before being able to change our world, believers must first follow God’s heart as a blueprint for understanding His passions, purposes, and plans.  Christians must be committed to valuing all people, especially those who are most needy and less fortunate in our society.
2. Isaiah 61: 8-9 “God Loves Justice”; Injustice anywhere is an affront to the nature and character of God.  Believers must make ourselves aware on injustice and fight it as an act of obedience to God.
3. Isaiah 61: 10-11 “God Desires Righteousness”; God desires righteousness to spring up among all nations.  Let it first be found among us as we seek to spread it to all peoples through our praise and intentional acts to see it progress among all the nations.
Mrs. Gertrude Baines died on Friday, September 11, 2009;

· Up until her death she was the world’s oldest living person; 115 yrs old.

· When she was born in 1894 she was one of about 1 billion people in the world.

· When she died, she was one of almost 7 billion people on earth.

Trying to comprehend the difference in the world now and when Gertrude was born is hard for us to do;

· We don’t know how the world was back when she was born.

· We don’t know what the world will be like 115 years from now in the future.

· We will find in our lesson today that God knows, and that He has a definite plan.

· He does not want “any to perish, but all to come to repentance” 2Peter 3:9.

God will work through us to change the world when;

· We understand what is important to Him.

· And when we align our values with His.

· Today’s lesson of Isaiah 61 will help us realize that God values all people, loves, justice, and desires righteousness.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God Values All People) Isaiah 61: 1-7.

Listen to the values of God as these verses are being read.

Isaiah’s ministry lasted from about 740 to 700 B.C.

· His name, meaning “The Lord saves,” reflects his message.

· The book of Isaiah is broken down into two parts:

· Chapters 1-39 are referred to as “The Book of Judgment.”

· A call on God’s people to return to Him while predicting God’s judgment on Judah as well as the surrounding nations.

· Chapters 40-66 are referred to as “The Book of Comfort.”

· These chapters speak of when God will restore His people and send His Anointed to offer salvation to Israel and eventually to the whole world.

Isaiah 61 begins with a statement that Jesus quoted in His sermon at the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4: 16-21);

· Indicating that Isaiah was speaking of Him as the Messiah.

The speaker announced, “The Spirit of the Lord God is on Me” v1;

· In the OT, God’s Spirit came upon certain people for specific tasks.

· Resting upon them to bring needed power, ability, and wisdom.

· His Messenger (His Son Jesus) was anointed to deliver God’s Word.
Christians today have the same commission;

· To share the good news in order to change the world.

· We do not go in our own strength.

· We have assurance of the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit upon all who repent of sin and receive Jesus.

We find the 5 purposes of God’s anointing and its beneficiaries in verses 1-3;

· 1.  The Messiah was “to bring good news to the poor” v1

· Referring to the message of God’s complete triumph over His foes.

· 2.  He was sent “to heal the brokenhearted” v1.
· He would heal through personal attention those emotionally grieving over their own sin or personal circumstances.

· 3.  “To the captives and prisoners” He would “proclaim liberty and freedom”

· In Israel’s context, to people in exile, but more broadly, God’s Messiah would bring release from the bondage of sin and Satan.

· 4.  Proclaiming “the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of His vengeance” v2

· God is both Savior and Judge.

· Despite sin and suffering, God promised a day when both would be removed.

· Also a day of vengeance awaits those opposing Him and His people.

· God is a Holy God and will ultimately judge all people. 

· 5.  The Messiah would “comfort and provide for those who mourn” v3

· In place of “ashes”, they would gain “a crown of beauty”

· “Festive oil” would replace their “mourning”

· “Despair” would disappear in favor of “splendid clothes”

Today, Christians should see the heart of God for those needful and most often overlooked in our society;

· We who value greatly the important mission of sharing the good news of Christ must not forget to show the Love of Jesus as well.

· As Jesus reached out to the less fortunate, we should as well.

We find 3 results of His proclamation;

· 1.  A new people.
· Those once  gripped by poverty, prison, and sorrow “will be called trees of righteousness” v3

· Their strong moral character would show they were “planted by the Lord”

· 2.  A new possession.
· A great restoration would occur as beneficiaries “rebuild the ancient ruins; restore the former devastations; renew the ruined cities, and overturn the devastations of many generations” v4

· What could have been a main cause and evidence of their sorrow would now be a source of comfort, gladness, and joy.

· 3.  A new position.
· Instead of serving others through their captivity and imprisonment, “strangers and foreigners would feed their flocks and act as their plowmen and vinedressers” v5

· They would be “called the Lord’s priests and spoken of as ministers of our God” v6

The overriding message for Christians is that God values greatly those less fortunate;
· In both the OT and NT, God commands His people to minister to the world on both spiritual and physical levels.

· We commit sin as individuals and corporately as communities of faith when we fail to practice God’s call to reach out to those in need.

Before Christians can change the world;

· We must value all people as He does.

· Regardless of their station in life.

· We must pay special heed to His heart for those often overlooked in our own backyards.

What ministries to the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, and the prisoners are being practiced in our church and in our community?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Loves Justice) Isaiah 61: 8-9.

Listen to what God loves and hates as these verses are being read.

Isaiah made clear God values those less fortunate;
· But two questions may arise from those wanting to qualify the promises of the previous verses;

· Why would God make such promises?

· On what basis could His people trust Him?

· Our text makes clear it is simply the nature and character of God.

· He is a God of justice.

Isaiah switched to the first person in declaring, “I the Lord love justice” v8;

· The motivation for the great reversal of fortune for God’s people.

· And the basis for their ability to place complete confidence in His promises is the Lord’s character.

Evidence of His concern for justice is the further claim, “I hate robbery and injustice (for burnt offering KJV) v8;

· Israel would have their fortunes and position restored because they were the victims of those who took their homes and reduced them to slaves.

· God would act on their behalf because of His hatred for thievery and iniquity.


Some may object to God’s “hating” anything;

· But since God is holy;

· He must display righteous indignation against anything contrary to His nature.

· Such as robbery and injustice.

· God promised to remedy the injustice done to His people.

· It is the righteous character of God the verse reveals as the reason for His actions.

God’s nature led to the promises to “faithfully reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them” v8;

· The everlasting covenant is reflected in Jeremiah’s later prophecy of a new covenant (Jer. 31: 31-37).

· The love of justice would lead God to respond faithfully in rewarding His people for their injustice suffered;

· And in establishing His everlasting covenant with them.

Two results would follow;

· 1st “Their descendants and posterity would be known among the nations and the peoples v9.

· 2nd They would stand as a witness to God’s character, faithfulness, and grace as those who would seem them would recognize that they were a people (seed KJV) the Lord had blessed.

Valuing all people requires believers to fight against injustice wherever it happens;

· Injustice can be both a sin of commission and omission.

· It includes depriving people of basic human rights and needs.

· Or failing to correct situations in which people suffer due to persecution, oppression, or mistreatment.

Christians must take the forefront of defending justice;

· Not just in our communities and country.

· But also among all peoples.

· God desires justice.

· We must proclaim His universal rule to all nations be following His example of loving justice everywhere.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Desires Righteousness) Isaiah 61: 10-11.  Listen to how God has clothed us as these verses are read.

The word “righteousness” is mentioned over 250 times in the Bible;

· God is the source and standard of righteousness.

· The term speaks of His character and actions as holy, just, pure and right.

· By His mercy and grace through Jesus Christ;

· He makes it possible for people who trust Him to be righteous and to live righteously.

We find in these verses two ways the Scripture passage portrays the blessing of the righteousness God desires and provides for His people;

· A marriage celebration with the couple beautifully clothed.

· A fruitful garden that blesses people.

It is fitting Isaiah chose to end our text on a high note of praise;

· “I greatly rejoice in the Lord” and “I exult in my God” v10

· The object of praise is the Father.

· He alone deserves worship.

But what brought about this pronouncement of His glory?

· He had clothed the speaker “with garments of salvation and wrapped him in a robe of righteousness” v10.

· Not based on merits but upon mercy and grace!

The imagery of wedding garments heightens the expression of God’s actions;

· “As a bridegroom wearing a turban (ornaments KJV) and a bride adorning herself with her jewels” show special preparation for the occasion v10.

· So God’s salvation and righteousness are incredible gifts preparing those of us who do not deserve a special relationship with Him.

Just as wedding imagery underscored the glorious and praise worthy work of God;

· The agricultural images compound the certainty of those actions.

· Just “as the earth brings forth its growth and what is sown in a garden eventually will spring up” v11.

· So God’s purposes are inevitable and completely trustworthy.

We have further promise “The Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations” v11;

· God’s passion and heart has never been restricted to one nation, people, or class.

· But it extends to all people. 

· He has every people group in His heart and blesses us so we in turn will share His mercy with them.

Believers must embrace God’s vision of all nations knowing and praising Him;

· This is our task in changing the world!

As Christmas approaches and the temptation to become self-absorbed with our own plans and families becomes a reality;

· Let us all pause, reflect upon, and act so as to make God’s values our own.

· Having a heart for the most needy.

· Loving justice and fighting injustice wherever it might be.

· And longing to see God’s righteousness and salvation displayed across our world among people of all races, tongues, and locations.

Breaking Free
Johnny had dropped out of church.  He was disenchanted with the people of God, so he disassociated himself from them.  He considered a relationship with the church to be unnecessary.

Then one day a fire destroyed his home and all family possessions.  Churches and individual Christians responded with an outpouring of financial gifts, clothing, toys for the children, and prayers.  Johnny was touched by the love of God’s people.  He and his family renewed their walk with God through a local church.  Shortly after this, the best friend of Johnny’s 7-year old son was killed in a car accident.  Johnny, motivated by the outpouring of love he had received, helped this family in their time of need.

Jesus came to bind up the broken, to liberate those captured by sin.  He provided this relief while on earth in a physical body.  He continues to provide this same help today through His spiritual body, the church.  To be the people of Christ is to take on the work of Christ.  Churches are often good at demonstrating this gift of love in the Christmas season.  But it is a gift that needs to be a daily part of the church of Christ.  The gift of love exhibited by the people of God is a gift that keeps on giving.  Just ask Johnny!

Prayer:

Lord, may Your priorities by also our priorities.

Forgive us for neglecting the hurting people in our world.

Help us to desire your justice and righteousness.
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