May 8, 2011                                         Use Your Influence                                         #207                                                                                                                          
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Taking the Lead   
1st Week: “Overcome Your Fears”; About identifying and overcoming the fears that prevent us from being the spiritual leaders God wants us to be. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about leading by exercising godly influence.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize you have influence and determine to use your influence for God’s purposes and in godly ways.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Recognize Your God-Given Potential for Influence” Esther 4: 13-14; God has given to each believer the potential to influence others.  We must always seek to use our influence for good, never for evil.
2. “Realize that God Is the Ultimate Influencer” Esther 4: 15-17; When we commit our actions to the Lord, we affirm that God is the ultimate influencer.  God can and will work through us to accomplish His purposes.
3. “Use Your Influence in Godly Ways” Esther 8: 3-8; We should consider carefully how we might intentionally influence others to get closer to God.
Influence:

· The power or capacity of causing an effect in indirect or intangible ways.

Take a moment and think of the people that have influenced you;

· Parents (especially your mother-don’t forget today is mother’s day!)

· Teachers

· Coaches

· SS teachers
· Pastors

· Friends (especially Christian friends)

Today’s lesson focuses on Esther;

· A young Jewish woman who found herself queen of Persia.

· She submitted her life to God’s purpose.

· Then she recognized her God-given potential for influence.

She exercised her influence in godly ways;

· Realizing at the same time that God is the ultimate influencer.

· As she did, God used her to bring about the salvation of His people.

· As we study today’s lesson, may God help us recognize how we can use our influence for His purposes and in godly ways.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Recognize Your God-Given Potential for Influence) Esther 4: 13-14.  Listen to Mordecai’s reply to Esther as these verses are being read.

The Book of Esther describes;

· How an ordinary Jewish girl became queen of Persia.

· How she used her influence to save her people.

· King Ahasuerus (uh haz yoo HER uhs) deposed his queen Vashti when she refused to obey the king’s command to display her beauty at the king’s banquet.

· A search for Vashti’s successor began.

· Esther found herself as one of the candidates for becoming the new queen.

Ultimately the king chose Esther and made her queen of Persia;

· Haman, one of the king’s officials persuaded the king to sign an edict that allowed for the extermination of the Jewish people (3: 5-15 not in text).
Esther’s older cousin and guardian Mordecai;

· Heard the news and contacted Esther.

· He asked her to intervene with the king on behalf of the Jews (4:1-9 not in text).

· He encouraged her to use her influence to save her people.

· According to royal protocol, no one-not even the queen-could approach the king in the inner courtyard unless the king had summoned him or her.

· The law prescribed the death penalty for anyone who violated this law.

· Esther informed Mordecai she would be risking her life by going to the king (v10-12 not in text).

Mordecai sent an urgent reply to Esther by the hand of the king’s messenger v13;

· The king’s decree put Jews throughout the kingdom in peril.

· Mordecai warned Esther not to think that somehow she might escape Ahasuerus’ decree because of her royal status.

· The terrible fate that awaited all the Jews would eventually overtake even someone such as Esther, who lived in the king’s palace.

· Every Jew stood at risk-even the queen.

Mordecai challenged Esther with the thought that God;

· Had a purpose in placing her in her royal position v14

· Mordecai urged her to recognize her potential influence and use it to deliver the Jews.

· He remained confident that God somehow would bring deliverance for all the Jewish people v14.

· Mordecai was convinced that Esther and her father’s house would be destroyed if she did not act v14.

Mordecai then challenged Esther with another thought;

· Had she perhaps come to her royal position in the kingdom for this very reason?

· Did God want to use Esther as His instrument of influence to save His people?

· Had she indeed become queen of Persia for such a time as this?

· Unlike Joshua in last week’s lesson, Esther had no promise of success.

Think of some excuses Esther could have used to get out of doing what Mordecai asked her to do;

· “What good can I do if I’m dead?”

· “I’m a woman, it’s not like the king would listen to me anyway.”

· “If God parted the sea, He can find another way to stop this.”

God often uses other people to help us recognize our potential to influence others;

· Has God sent a “Mordecai” into your life?

· Perhaps your Mordecai is a senior adult or someone who has lived the Christian faith longer than you.

· Younger Christians often can learn much from more mature Christians.

Mordecai challenged Esther to use her influence;

· And Esther had a responsibility to act.

· We can use our influence for good or for bad.

· God wants us to use it for good, even when we are unsure of the outcome.

· Ask God to show you whom you might influence.

· Ask Him to put their names on your heart.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Realize that God is the Ultimate Influencer) Esther 4:15-17.  Listen to Esther’s reply to Mordecai as these verses are read.
Esther carefully considered the serious message Mordecai had sent her;

· What should she do?

· Should she go to the king at the risk of her own life?

· Or should she do nothing and possibly witness her people’s annihilation?

· Her actions could yield serious consequences whichever option she chose.

· Esther recognized her God-given power to influence.

· She decided she should take action-bold action.

· She would present herself to the king at the risk of her own life.

Esther asked the Jewish people not to eat or drink for 3 days, day or night v16;

· Such a serious matter required serious spiritual preparation!

· She and her female servants likewise would fast in the same way.

· She recognized the importance of seeking God for such a significant matter.

· She was also counting on the spiritual support of her fellow Jews and servants as she prepared to take action.

· She would go to the king with the full knowledge that her action was against the law.

Esther’s statement, “If I perish, I perish” indicates her courage as she resigned herself to God’s purpose;

· She recognized God as the ultimate influencer.

· She had prayed, she had fasted, and she believed God had put her in her royal position for such a desperate time as this.

· She was about to act knowing that God was not required to intervene to spare her life.

· He might bring deliverance some other way.

Esther’s life-risking decision illustrates how people who lead need the support of others;

· At times, leaders may find themselves in the spotlight;

· Or they may seem to be acting alone.

· But they always need the support of others.

· Pastors need the support of church staff and deacons.

· SS teachers need the support of outreach leaders.

· Youth workers need the support of parents.

· Most of all, all leaders need prayer support.

Esther’s decision also illustrates the importance of;

· Entrusting ourselves to God’s purposes for our lives.

· She was willing to follow His leading even if doing so put her at risk of death.

· She no doubt wondered what the king would do when he saw her in the inner court;

· But she was determined to try to use her God-given influence.

Sometimes we look to God for guidance;

· And the way appears crystal clear.

· In other situations, the way seems foggy or maybe even dangerous and we must trust Him with each step.

· Regardless of how clear the path, we can trust God to guide us.

· Remember that God can see the way even when we cannot;

· And that sometimes He calls us to trust Him and walk by faith.

Sometimes as we attempt to use our God-given influence;

· We will encounter those who oppose God’s ways.

· We need to learn to face such situations with humble confidence;

· Trusting God as the ultimate influencer.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Use Your Influence in Godly Ways) Esther 8: 3-8.  Listen to what the king told Esther as these verses are being read.

Esther had no promise of a successful outcome to her bold move;

· The king might accept her and grant her request;

· Or he might order her death.

· Often we likewise do not know what outcome waits as we attempt to use our influence in godly ways.

· Even when we are unsure of the outcome, we should attempt to exert a godly influence.

· Remember God works through us as the ultimate influencer.

· He asks us to act in faith and leave to results in His hands.

At the second banquet, Esther revealed her Jewish identity to the king;

· She also revealed Haman’s plan to exterminate the Jews (7: 1-6).

· The furious king ordered Haman hanged on the gallows.

· The king also exalted Mordecai, and Esther put him in charge of Haman’s estate.

Esther addressed the king again v3;

· She fell at the king’s feet, wept, and begged him to revoke the evil of Haman.

· Esther approached the king with humility and respect.

· She asked the king to put a stop to the plot Haman had devised against the Jews.

Christians today also must exert their influence in appropriate and godly ways;

· As God puts before us opportunities to use our influence for the advancement of His kingdom, we should take hold of them!
· All Christians are to influence God’s kingdom work through local churches;

· Exercising their spiritual gifts for the building up of others.

Esther and Mordecai used their influence in a godly way;

· They issued a counter decree that the Jews could defend themselves against their enemies.

· As a result, the Jews were saved and destroyed their enemies (8:9-9:10).

· Many people of the kingdom gained a new respect for God’s people as they witnessed His hand of favor upon them (8:17).

All of us need to recognize our God-given potential for influence;

· We should pray and actively seek opportunities to influence others.

· Recognizing God will work through us as the ultimate influencer.

Prayer Partners
“Irene has been taken to the hospital.  She may have had a stroke.  Please pray she will recover.”  Their prayer chain was on the line to each other and to God.  Urgent requests start the prayer chain.  Members pause to pray and then dial the next link in the chain.  In this way they can call more than twenty-five households to prayer within an hour.

Around a candle in a darkened room, four young men kneel.  They begin with confession-owning up to sins in their actions and attitudes.  They move to requests for God’s help in their lives.  Finally, they intercede for friends they know to be in need.  This prayer time together is the highlight of their week.  It refreshes them and restores their sense of purpose for Christ.

In place of plates heaped with food sat cups of apple juice.  Instead of a pitch-in dinner, the mission’s ministry invited people to a time of fasting at a prayer banquet.  One by one, missionaries and their needs were lifted to God.  Those who gathered recognized that their prayers were reaching all around the world.  And they gave thanks for the opportunity to “ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Matthew 9:38).

Esther asked all the Jews of Susa to fast with her for three days, no doubt they also prayed.  Prayer chains, prayer partners, or special prayer events continue to call us to God.  If your church has a prayer group, join it.  Prayer groups help us make time for prayer.  Invite a friend or two to pray with you.  “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20).  Sincere prayer helps God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Prayer:

Lord help us to recognize opportunities to do Your will and to do Your will no matter what the cost.
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