November 15, 2009                                Treat Everyone Equally                               #130                                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Confront Casual Christianity
 1st Week: “Live Your Faith”; The relationship between faith and obedience.  It established the basis for confronting casual Christianity.

2nd Week: “Celebrate Your Trials”; In times of adversity, Christians can delight in God’s goodness and have joyful confidence in the outcome of their trials.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about relating to others without prejudice or favoritism.
How this lesson can impact your life: Reject favoritism and prejudice and treat all people-regardless of their outward appearance or status in society-with honor and respect.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Don’t Show Favoritism”; Christians should confess that prejudice does exist in the church and it is wrong.  Churches are to welcome all people equally.
2. “Honor Those in Need”; Believers should not pay more attention to those who can help them than to those they can help.  Having godly character includes adopting God’s outlook on the poor by honoring and caring for them.
3. “Triumph Through Mercy”; As people who have been shown mercy by God, we are to show mercy to others.
For each of the following persons described, list ways in which they might encounter prejudice?
A person who looks mid-eastern:

· Considered a potential terrorist.
· Extra inspection at airports.
A person who is approximately 60 and seeking a professional job:
· Rejected, looking for someone younger.
· Treaded like a has-been.
A woman executive:
· Treated like a secretary.
· Passed over for promotions.
A person we might call a midget, also referred to as a “little person:”

· Aren’t they “cute.”

· Let’s hire him to play an elf at our party.
· She’ll never be able to do the work – she can’t even get up on her chair to use the computer keyboard.
How might it feel to be the object of prejudice?

· demeaning

· discouraging

· insulting

· cheated of a fair chance

Today ( we seek to do two things:

· Overcome prejudices in our own lives.
· Resist prejudices where we might find them.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Don’t Show Favoritism) James 2: 1-4.

Listen for how church members showed favoritism in this passage.

Let’s look at the prejudices we see described in these verses; 

· Rich looking person given good seat in church.
· Greeted warmly and treated nicely.
· Poor looking person (“vile raiment” KJV) treated unkindly.
· Given seat on the floor or made to stand.
Other ways such treatment may happen in today’s churches;

· Homeless person shuffled off to the kitchen, given food, told not to come back.
· Maybe sent to Salvation Army or rescue mission.
· Rich person welcomed from the platform, greeted as a guest.
Other qualifications that might cause special treatment (either positive or negative);

· Race or color of skin.
· Good looks (or ugly).
· Denomination.
· What part of town they come from.
· Are they famous in sports, music, business, etc.

· Might the person be infamous – a politician we disagree with, a criminal, etc.

James characterized those who engage in these attitudes or actions in verse 4;

· You are acting as judges.
· You act with evil thoughts. 

How is showing favoritism or preference to one person or group an act of “prejudging?”

· We establish our opinion about them based on the group we put them in.
· We make the assumption that all people in that group act in a certain way, this is a person of that group, and they will be that way.
· We stereotype.
( Surely you have known people of some “group” that did not have the characteristics you assume about that group.

( You only discover that when you get to know the person … God wants you to NOT show favoritism to NOT have an attitude of prejudice.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Honor Those in Need) James 2: 5-7.

Listen for the contrast of how God sees people and how we see people.
	How God sees people
	How we see people

	· people who might be financially poor are rich in faith 

· rich people seem not to need faith, they’ve got it made
	· financially poor people are losers

· rich people must have it together, able to handle life just fine


Let’s look at James’ point in saying that rich people were often the ones who harassed these Christians;

· The church members might fawn over them when they come in.

· But the rich people don’t always favor for folks who name the Name of Christ.

· In their day (and in ours) it is people of means who exploit those without.

· They are the same ones who use legal maneuvers to also exploit poorer folks.

· It makes no sense to cater to those who are mistreating you and rejecting those who need your help and ministry.

Agree or disagree … “God favors poor people over rich people.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· God chooses poor people to be rich in faith v5
· Jesus said it’s harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God

· Rich people reject God because they think they don’t need God … so God likes poor people better
	· those that the world considers poor are really the ones who know they need God

· They are the ones who must exercise faith – they’ve got nothing else

· 


Bottom line is ( God said that “whosoever will may come” – includes both rich and poor.
( If God does not play favorites, neither can we!

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Triumph Through Mercy) James 2: 8-13.  Listen for what Old Testament laws James quotes.

What was the “royal law?”
(  Love your neighbor as yourself

Why is it “royal?”  
( Jesus called it the 2nd greatest commandment.




( Primary starting point for all commandments dealing with               interpersonal relationships.

Let’s see what the Royal Law has to do with prejudice and favoritism;

· No one likes to be treated poorly or as a 2nd class citizen.

· We won’t favor one person over another if we treat them as we would want to be treated.

What sin topics does James mention here that we often hear in “fire and brimstone” types of sermons?

· adultery

· murder


( We don’t tend to include favoritism into the same category as these two …  

But … how does James classify someone who shows favoritism?

· you are sinning v9

· you are convicted by the law v9

· you are a lawbreaker v10

James is stressing that loving your neighbor is the antidote for the sin of favoritism;
1. Love involves doing good for your neighbor – when you are doing this you will not be despising and rejecting, you will be welcoming and caring.

2. All people are our neighbors – no one person or group is excluded from our circle of responsibility.

3. Our love for our neighbors is based on God's love for each one of us.
Some possible words … which one is the quality James is stressing?

· judged, judgment

· law

· freedom

· mercy, merciful     

How is God's mercy for you related to the mercy you have for other people?

· God has withheld from us the punishment/judgment we deserve.

· We deserve death for our sinful nature and actions. God has NOT carried that out.

· Other people around us may have sinned against us, treated us badly.

· Since God had mercy on us (despite our offensiveness to Him), we respond the same way to others. 

· Despite their offenses against us we show mercy – we withhold retaliation and revenge and punishment.

What is the “law that gives freedom” or “the law of liberty?”

· The Gospel message – the Truth about Jesus redemptive work.

· It frees us from the penalty and the power of sin in our lives.

· It frees us to respond in love and kindness to people who we might otherwise treat in a prejudiced way.

What does James mean when he says that “mercy triumphs over judgment?”

· Our natural response is to be judgmental, to act in a prejudiced manner.

· When we experience God's mercy in our lives, we know what it is not to be judged.
· We are able to act towards others as God acts towards us  -- NOT showing favoritism.
Living (And Dying) By The Royal Law

Adam Mayblum was on the eighty-seventh floor of the north tower of the World Trade Center when a terrorist-commanded plane slammed into the building on September 11, 2001.  He made it to safety, and then wrote an e-mail to twenty-five friends, describing his escape from the burning tower.  His friends were so moved that they passed the story on to many others.  Within twenty-four hours one hundred people whom Mayblum did not know had written to thank him for the story’s impact on their lives; within four months one thousand strangers from around the world had written to him.

In his e-mail Mayblum described the smoke and fire at the top, and his conversations with people who did not escape.  He also told of meeting the firefighters at the forty-fourth floor as they struggled to the top, sacrificing their lives (as we would learn later) for people they did not know, regardless of their race, nationality, or social status in life.
We don’t know how many of those rescue workers were Christians.  Some may merely have been doing their duty; others perhaps were simply expressing their humanitarian spirit.  Regardless of what motivated them and regardless of what their faith may have been, they were living-and soon to be dying-examples of the royal law of which James speaks in today’s lesson.  Whether in crisis or in daily life, do we do as well as they in living up to the royal law of our King?

Prayer:

Lord help each of us to honor and respect all people regardless of their outward appearance or status in society.
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