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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Discipleship: The Epic Adventure
We have four lessons this month on the topic of “Discipleship: The Epic Adventure”;

· Oct. 4th: Take to heart and practice the words of the honest, fearless Son of Man who challenged unfruitfulness and denounced those who desecrated His Father’s house.
· Oct. 11th: Join the courageous Christ in facing a godless culture with His words of eternal truth.  Our determination to stand for what is right in the eyes of God is challenged on every side.  In the strength of Christ, we are emboldened to contend for God’s way in our society.
· Oct. 18th: Through the sad story of the weakness of Christ’s followers in betraying and abandoning Him, we can receive strength to remain faithful to Him in challenging circumstances.  How often do we “fall asleep” in the midst of our Christian service?  This lesson will challenge us to remain strong in the face of overwhelming opposition to serve Christ.
· Oct. 25th: In this thrilling account of Christ’s victory over death, we focus on the promise of a victorious life in Christ for those who receive Him.  What a glorious, ringing note on which to conclude our study of Christ, our invincible Hero.  In the power of the risen Christ, we can experience an epic victory over evil.
What this lesson is about: Jesus, the warrior Hero, demonstrated to His followers how the life of faith makes them victorious warriors in Christian living.
How this lesson can impact your life: Live a victorious and fruitful life of faith.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Fight Fruitlessness”; Live a victorious life of faith when you bear fruit as a Christian.
2. “Fight Worldly Distractions”; Live a victorious life of faith by focusing on God in worship and not letting worldly concerns distract you.
3. “Fight with Power Through Faith”; Live a victorious life of faith when you pray with confidence in God.  Failing to forgive people who have hurt you will hinder a victorious life of faith.
What do you think of when you hear the words warrior, hero, victorious, or fruitful?

The dictionary defines them this way;

· Warrior:  a brace or experienced soldier or fighter.

· Hero:  a person who is admired or idealized for courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities.

· Victorious:  triumphant.

· Fruitful:  producing good or helpful results.

· To many of us these words bring to mind soldiers or police or firefighters.

One quality that is striking in a “hero” is humility;

· When cast in the limelight and asked about their deed most say they were just doing their jobs or simply doing what needed to be done.

Jesus is the Christian’s ultimate “warrior” “Hero”;

· As we follow Him in this life of faith we often find ourselves in a fight against the world that would tempt us to placing our faith in anything but Christ.
· As we study this lesson, realize that in Jesus we can overcome the world and live “victorious” and “fruitful” lives of faith.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Fight Fruitlessness) Mark 11: 12-14, 20-21.  Listen to what Jesus found (or did not find) on the fig tree.
Prior to these verses we will first review what happened prior Jesus finding the fig tree;

· Jesus had sent two disciples to the village to find a colt tied up there.

· He asked them to untie it and bring it to Him.

· They told the people that the Lord needed the colt, and they let the disciples take it.

· They took it to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it for Him to sit on.

Jesus’ daily practice was to go to the temple daily and teach;

· The temple represented the very heart of Hebrew religion

· It served as the place of God’s residence among His people

· Jesus came not to pronounce blessing and God’s approval, but to bring judgment against the very people who thought themselves to be in the center of God’s will.

This contrast between what God’s people should be and what they really were serves as the background for one of Jesus’ most unusual acts;

· On the second day after arriving in Jerusalem.

· He saw a fig tree with leaves.

· Mark even noted that is was not the season for figs. v13
· Jesus’ point was not that the fig tree did not have ripe figs out of season.

· His point was that the tree never produced any figs (fruit).

Jesus’ placed a curse on the tree “May no one ever eat fruit from you again v14;

· The fact of the tree not producing fruit led to judgment.

At this point the story is interrupted for the account of Jesus’ cleansing of the temple;

· We will look at this portion of the story in our next lesson text of our lesson.

· What we need to note is the arrangement of these two stories.

· The story of the fig tree helps us understand the story of the cleansing of the temple.

· We need to understand the connection in order to correctly interpret the story of the fig tree.

The Old Testament often used the fig tree as a symbol for Israel;

· The application was that Israel should bear fruit.

· The nation should nourish the world with its witness, ministry, and righteousness.

· If it did not do that it was neglecting the very role for which God had chosen it.

In the same way, God saves Christians for the purpose of growing in Him and bearing fruit;

· The Christian faith is not merely a philosophy or a means of coping with life.

· It is a dynamic means of changing the world.

· We are saved to serve and bear fruit!
What exactly does this “fruit” look like?

· Paul listed the “fruit of the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:22-23)

· These qualities of Christian character should help us understand their presence (or absence) in our lives.

· Jesus highlighted the importance of witnessing.

· The Great Commission is the clearest call to make disciples.

· “Fruit” bearing is both private (developing certain qualities of character) and social (taking the message and ministry to people who need it).

· The application is clear.  Christians are to bear fruit.

Jesus’ judgment of the fig tree became clear the next day when they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up v20;
· The failure to produce fruit leads to judgment.

· The fig tree was a symbol of the temple specifically and the Hebrew religion generally.

· It looked good on the outside, but was empty on the inside.

The same dangers exist for Christians today;

· Jesus saved us to change us on the inside and transform us into powerful agents of change.

· Engaging in this discipleship is the only way our faith can be pleasing to God.

· It is the only way our faith can bring us a sense of significance, victory, and power.

Commitment to producing fruit in your life will ensure that you have;

· A treasure that does not fade and does not disappoint.

· Jesus used this parable to drive home this point.

· Do not ignore His challenge to engage in vigorous discipleship.

Let’s take a minute and examine the list of the “fruits of the Spirit”;
· As I read off each one, think of how “fruitful” you are.
· Love-Joy-Peace-Patience-Kindness-Goodness-Faith-Gentleness-Self-control
· Are you: Actively bearing this fruit?  Are you bearing, but barely?  Are you barren with no fruit in sight?

· What about the fruit of taking the gospel to those who need to hear it?

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Fight Worldly Distractions) Mark 11: 15-19.  Listen to why the priests and scribes wanted to destroy Jesus.

Many people think of Jesus as being very meek and mild;

· He was indeed kind, gracious, and gentle.

· He also possessed the heart of a warrior.

· When He saw a problem He would attack it head on.

· We see these qualities in His cleansing of the temple.

· His actions have implications for the tone of our conduct as Christians.

· Specifically for the way we worship.

The temple with all of its walls and courtyards covered about 35 acres;

· This entire area is referred to as the temple complex.

· It also contained several courtyards.

· The most distant was the court of the Gentiles.

· Any person could enter this area.

· This courtyard had become quite a place of commerce to the people.
Instead of having any sense of sacredness;

· It resembled more of a bazaar with many people buying and selling. v15

· Part of this activity was legitimate and necessary.

· Worshipers who came to offer a sacrifice could purchase an “acceptable” animal.

· The temple tax was to be paid for with the shekel.

· Travelers needed a means of exchange (money changers).

Why would Jesus throw out the people who provided these services?

· The money changers had begun to apply a surcharge to the exchange.

· This amount had become a burden to the people.

· Merchants who sold animals were charging unfair amounts for them.

· The priests would often declare the animals unfit that a worshiper brought to be sacrificed, forcing them to buy the expensive animals they had for sale.

The court of the Gentiles had also become a shortcut for people carrying goods to home or market;

· Would-be worshipers had to bargain for a sacrifice.

· They were jostled by merchants and their employees who were walking through the place of worship.

· Jesus overturned tables, expelled merchants, and prevented people from entering who were not coming for the right reasons!
After setting things right, Jesus began to teach them the reasons for His actions v17;

· He quoted from two prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah.

· Many of them were there for the wrong reasons.

· The true purpose of any part of the temple complex was for the worship of God.

· It was a house of prayer. v17
· The merchants and priests had made it a “den of thieves.”
Christians must work to maintain focus on God during times of spiritual devotion;

· Our churches face a real challenge here.

· We engage in many different activities in order to get the attention of people outside the church.

· If we do not recognize how some activities can begin to overwhelm the original spiritual purpose of the church, we are naïve.

Cares of the world can interrupt our communication with God if we are not careful to maintain our focus;

· A musician misses a note, the preacher has a slip of the tongue, and a worshiper wears too much perfume.

· Soon we find ourselves complaining instead of worshiping God.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Fight with Power Through Faith) Mark 11: 22-25.  Listen to what Christ tells us to do when we pray.

This teaching by Jesus about faith in God comes on the heels of;
· The cleansing of the temple.

· The curse of the fig tree.

· Both accounts focus on a similar problem of misplaced trust.

· The religious leadership in Jerusalem had neglected their responsibility to guide people in spiritual growth.

· Jesus provided a broad principle that applies in all situation of life.

· We are to have faith in God.

Faith is a firm commitment to always go to God with our mountain-sized problems;

· We are invited to “let our requests be made know to God” (Phil. 4:6).

· Instead of trying to solve problems on our own, we are to take them to God.

· Faith does not demand; it trusts.

· Faith focuses on God’s willingness and ability to intervene in our lives.

Verse 25 highlights the dangers of one of the great “prayer blockers”;

· An unwillingness to forgive means that we are not allowing God’s grace to flow through us.

· He taught us to pray and forgive our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

· Our willingness to forgive is linked with God’s forgiveness.

All Christians should want a life that is adventurous and significant;

· Faith is an important part of the answer.

· Jesus trusted His Father even when it was hard and brought Him into conflict with others.

· As you fight doubts and difficulties, embrace faith as the means to receive God’s power for the adventure of discipleship.

Unquestioning Response

There was a mission recruiter who received a request from a young woman wanting to be considered for a mission assignment.  The recruiter wrote back, “Your interview is scheduled for 4:00 A.M. in the station boiler room.”

She was troubled, but at 4:00 A.M. on the appointed day she appeared.  The recruiter was late.  When he came in, he sat across from her and said, “State your name.”  She did, but he didn’t even write it down.  Instead he promptly got up and left, saying “We’ll be in touch.”

Surely this had to be a joke.  But two days later the young woman was called to meet with the board.  When the recruiter was asked if he would recommend her, he replied, “Absolutely.  Her credentials are good, but most importantly, she followed directions, as unusual as they were.  She did not question or rant at the bizarre request.  I believe she will be a great servant.”

Often the disciples must have had the natural inclination to wonder “why?” when they received their calls.  In service to God there always is a “why?” but we should not expect an immediate answer.  Even so, that should not hinder the call to duty.  What God commands, first and foremost, is to be followed.

Prayer:

Lord give us the courage to fight fruitlessness and worldly distractions
Help each of us live by Your power through our faith in You.
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