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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Ministry Done Right
1st Week: “The Right Stuff” About qualities that characterize effective ministers of Christ.  Understanding what it takes to be an effective minister of Christ.
2nd Week:  “The Right Motivation” We focused on reasons believers are to be involved in ministry.  Christ has commissioned us as ambassadors to carry His message to others.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about financially supporting Christ’s ministry through His church.
How this lesson can impact your life: Commit to financially support Christ’s ministry through your church.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Giving Demonstrates Sincerity”; We give to reflect devotion to Christ who gave Himself for us.  We need to “stick to it” in our giving.
2. “Giving Meets Needs”; All believers, from the poor to the rich, can give generously.
3. “Giving Benefits the Giver”; God loves cheerful givers who are generous so that thanksgiving will rise to God Himself.
Think for a minute of things that provide either you or others support;

· Baptist Men.

· Red Cross.

· Local rescue missions.

· Police/fire departments.

Some of these groups are financially supported by our taxes;

· Others depend on our financial support to provide their services to others.

Some things in life money cannot buy;

· But many things only money can buy.

· Many things used in ministry cost money;

· Food-clothes-shelter-travel expenses-Bibles-buildings, etc.
The ministries of a church need money;

· Yet many ministries are diminished by the lack of money.

· Many church members have not caught the challenge that life is for giving;

· And the church’s mission is to tell the good news of life-abundant and eternal.

· The church is also to serve others when they have needs such as hunger and sickness.

· Or when people experience disasters and other problems.

· This type of mission support requires financial giving of others.

In today’s lesson, Paul was gathering a collection from Gentile churches to give to the poor Jewish Christians of the Jerusalem church;

· Initially the Corinthians were eager to participate in the collection.

· At the time Paul wrote 2 Corinthians the believers in Corinth were dragging their feet.

· Paul wrote this letter to revive the church’s giving effort.

· In our focal passages Paul highlighted 3 things that the Corinthians’ giving would accomplish.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Giving Demonstrates Sincerity) 2 Cor. 8: 8-11.  Listen to what Paul was testing as these verses are read.

The Corinthian believers excelled in everything;
· They had faith, good preaching, knowledge, earnestness, and love.

· Paul also wanted them to also be leaders in giving.

· Giving is a natural response of love.

· Paul did not order the Corinthians to give, but he encouraged them to prove that their love was sincere.

When other believers are in need;

· Christians express love by giving.

· This truth rests upon “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

· Out of His love for us, Jesus showed generosity.

· We were in dire need and received an abundance of grace from Christ in salvation.

Having received such an abundance of spiritual blessing;

· We are to give materially to others in need.

· Our giving is based on His.

· When we give freely, we show sincere love for Christ and His people.

The church in Corinth had show good intentions regarding giving for the collection;

· They were the ones who a year ago began not only to do something but also to desire it v10.

· They wanted to do it; they chose to do it; they started to do it.

· Now they needed to “finish the task” v11.

· Good intentions are worth little unless they result in good actions.

We practice perseverance in day-to-day real-life circumstances;

· We “stick to it” in chores.

· In a project at work.

· In marriage.

· And in giving through our churches to meet needs.

· When we “stick to it” in our giving over the long haul of life we show the sincerity of our love.

We also have worldly motivators that often prevent generous giving;
· Fear of outliving our income.

· Feeling that we owe it to ourselves to enjoy the fruits of our labors.

· Older Christians often feel they have already done “their fair share.”

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Giving Meets Needs) 2 Cor. 8:12-15.

Listen to what we base our giving on as these verses are read.

Paul had challenged the Corinthian church (and us) to four principles of giving;

· 1st Our willingness to give cheerfully is more important than the amount you give.

· 2nd we should strive to fulfill our financial commitments.

· 3rd if we give to others in need, they will, in turn, help us when we are in need.

· 4th We should give as a response to Christ, not for anything we can get out of it.

· How we give reflects our devotion to Christ.

Can believers with meager means give generous gifts?

· Yes, generous giving is not for only the wealthy.

· The smallest gift may weigh more in God’s generosity-scale than millions of dollars.

Paul did not ask the Corinthians to give to the point of making themselves destitute;

· He did not want undue hardship for them.

· He wanted their participation in meeting the basic needs of God’s poorer people.

· The Corinthians had a surplus from which to give voluntarily so that all would have the basic necessities.

Paul gives the Corinthian church (and us) several principals to follow in how we decide how much we should give;

· Each person should follow through on previous promises (8:10-11; 9:3).

· Each person should give as much as they are able (8:12; 9:6).

· Each person must make up their own mind how much to give (9:7).

· Each person should give in proportion to what God has given them (9:10).

· God give to us so that we can give to others.

Many churches today use a portion of the offerings they receive for;

· Direct benevolence giving to people in crisis.

· And to the support of local agencies that minister to the poor.

· The International Mission Board (IMB) and North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention provide avenues to assist in crisis and hunger ministries.

· 100 percent of all donations to World Hunger and Disaster Relief go to people in need.

Many American Christians are wonderfully generous;

· A Lifeway Research revealed that of Protestants who attend church at least monthly;

· 53 percent report giving 10 percent or more of the pre-tax income to charities, churches, or ministries.

· The other side of the giving coin is that 47 percent do not.

One in four American Protestants gives away nothing each year;

· If all American Christians were to tithe 10 percent;

· An additional $80 billion would be available for ministry.

· Tithing is the basic scriptural principal for giving (Gen. 28: 20-22).

· For many of us giving according to what one has means giving beyond the tithe.

Paul reached back to Exodus 16:18 for his vision of balanced supply for all of God’s people;

· God provided manna for His people in the wilderness.

· Those who gathered much “did not have too much” and others “did not have too little” v15.

· God graciously provided for all.

· The grace of God that has met our needs works through us when we give to meet the needs of others.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Giving Benefits the Giver) 2 cor. 9: 6-11.  Listen to what God loves as these verses are read.

People may hesitate to give generously to God if they worry about having enough money left over to meet their own needs;

· Paul assured the Corinthians that God was able to meet their needs.

· The person who gives only a little will receive only a little in return.

· Don’t let a lack of faith keep you from giving freely and generously.

We may hear a non-tither say;

· “I can’t afford to tithe.”

· Also we may hear a tither say “I can’t afford not to tithe.”

· In our giving beyond the tithe to help the poor, we can be confident of God’s blessing.

· Often, these blessings are material and financial.

God is not looking for a greedy giver;

· “God loves a cheerful giver” v7.

· For such a cheerful giver, “God is able to make every grace overflow” v8.

· We sow and we reap to sow further.

Our attitude when we give is more important than the amount we give;

· We don’t have to be embarrassed if we can give only a small gift.

· God is concerned about how we give from the resources we have (Mark 12: 41-44).

· According to that standard, the giving of the Macedonian churches would be difficult to match (8:3).

God gives us resources to use and invest for Him;

· Paul uses the illustration of seed to explain that the resources God gives us are not to be hidden, foolishly devoured, or thrown away.

· Instead, they should be cultivated in order to produce more crops.

· When we invest what God has given us in His work;

· He will provide us with even more to give in His service.

“Giving Benefits the Giver” most fully by;

· Making the giver the generator of thanksgiving to God!

· Considering all that giving does;

· Demonstrates our sincerity.

· Meets needs.

· And benefits us to the glory of God.

· It makes sense to be cheerful, generous givers!

Needs for a Fund-Raising Project:

· Information (8:4).

· Definite purpose (8:4).

· Readiness and willingness (9:7).

· Dedication (8:5).

· Leadership (8:7).

· Enthusiasm (8:7, 8, 11).

· Persistence (8: 2).

· Honesty and integrity (8:21).

· Accountability (9:3).

· Someone to keep it moving (8”18-22).

What kind of example are you to others in how and what you give?

In what ways does your giving meet needs, satisfy you, and glorify God?

How could you become an even more generous and cheerful giver?

Glorious Giving

There is an old story of a medieval monk who found a precious jewel and kept it.  The monk had taken a vow of poverty, so he had no thought of redeeming the jewel for money.  He enjoyed it for its beauty and radiance.  It reminded him of the glory of God in creation.

One day the monk met a traveler.  As the monk opened his bag to share his provisions, the stranger saw the jewel.  Knowing that the monk had taken a vow always to help those in need, he asked the monk to give him the jewel.

The monk asked, “Do you really need the gem, my son?”  The stranger replied, “Yes, I do.”  To the man’s astonishment, the monk readily gave him the jewel.

The traveler departed, overjoyed with his unexpected stroke of luck.  A few days later, though, he came back in search of the monk.  Finding him, he gave him back the precious jewel and made a request:  “I want to ask you for something even more precious than this jewel.  Please give to me that which enabled you to give me the jewel.”

The traveler had discerned a great truth:  the ability to give is one of the greatest blessings in life.  May God grant to us the joyous ability to be gracious in our giving.

Prayer:

Lord, You became poor that we might become rich.

Help us give because You did and as You did.

Help us overcome our greed.

Fill us with hearts of compassion.
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