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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Ministry Done Right
1st Week: “The Right Stuff” About qualities that characterize effective ministers of Christ.  Understanding what it takes to be an effective minister of Christ.
What this lesson is about: This lesson focuses on reasons believers are to be involved in ministry.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be motivated to get involved in ministry.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Because of Our Accountability”; We need to evaluate our life goals in anticipation of appearing before Christ’s judgment seat and make it our aim to please Him.
2. “Because of Christ’s Love”; Christ’s great love that He showed in His death for us and others is a compelling motive for ministry for others.
3. “Because of God’s Purpose”; When God has reconciled us to Himself through Christ, we are to join Him in extending the message of reconciliation to others.  Christ has commissioned us as ambassadors to carry His message in confidence that we are acting under Him authority.
We often ask ourselves, “Why should I do this?”
· We ask ourselves to get ourselves motivated.

· Maybe we just started a diet or fitness program.

· Or taking a 30 minute walk every day.

· Not eating that second helping of our favorite dish or desert.

· Sometimes we end up asking ourselves, “Why should I keep doing this?”

It is important to ask ourselves the “motive” question about ministry also;

· Why should I be a Sunday school teacher?

· Why should I prepare a meal for a grieving or family?
· Why should I go on a mission trip?  VBS Volunteer.

· Why should I sit every month in the church nursery?

Each of us in our own way needs to share our own story of forgiveness and new life in Christ.;

· In doing so, we will all face challenges.

· We may be unsure of ourselves serving in a different way.

· Our witness might change our relationships with some of our friends.

· We often think, “Why should I do this?”

· Today’s lesson will help us understand why.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Because of Our Accountability) 2 Cor. 5: 9-11a.  Listen to who appears before the judgment seat of Christ as these verses are read.

Why be involved in ministry?

· The 1st answer Paul gave is “Because of our Accountability” to Christ for doing so.

· We live in anticipation of being with the Lord.

· Therefore, we are to make it our aim to be pleasing (accepted KJV) to Him v9.

Believers in Christ can displease the Lord;

· Paul instructed not to grieve the Holy Spirit through behavior contrary to the saving work and message of Christ (Eph. 4:17-5:5).

· Instead they (we) were to live lives worthy of their calling.

· In doing so, we will honor and please the Lord.

· Do we fill our lives with activities that do not include or honor God?

American adults who attend a Protestant church at least once a month produced a stunning revelation;

· Only 37 percent strongly agreed with the statement “One of the main reasons I live my life the way I do is to please and honor God.”

· Are you among the 37 percent who say they strongly agree with this statement?

· What evidence is there that you live your life to please and honor God?

· I read the Bible consistently.

· I pray and ask for God’s direction.

· I feel convicted when confronted with my sin.

· I recognize God’s voice when He speaks.

· I am willing to work to please God.

· I spend my time wisely (remember our recent lesson about time?).

· I control my selfish desires.

· I look for opportunities to witness.

· I am energized by God’s plan for my life.

We have the responsibility to please the Lord;

· He will hold us accountable for doing so.

· Paul said that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ v10.

Our appearance at Christ’s judgment seat will be;

· “So that each may be repaid for what he has done in the body, whether good or bad.” V10

· “Good or bad” includes morally pure and immoral deeds.

· Paul warned that some in Corinth remained in uncleanness, sexual immorality, and promiscuity (12:21).

· However, the focus is also stronger upon the character and quality of one’s ministry.

How will we be repaid?

· We can be sure that we are in no danger of losing our salvation.
· God knows those who are His (2Tim 2:19).

· And those who will complete the saving work He has started in us.

· If we are believers, Christ will judge our worthiness of rewards.

Because he was expecting to appear before Christ in judgment;

· Paul knew “the fear of the Lord v11.

· He knew the majesty and power of Christ.

· Paul feared Christ’s displeasure and longed for Christ’s “well done.”

· If we are rightly eternally minded, we can be of great earthly and eternal good.

The fear of the Lord motivated Paul to “persuade people” v11;

· Paul gave his best in Christ’s strength to reach everyone he could.

· He persuaded them to believe on Christ and mature in Him (Col. 1:28-29).

· Why should we make this ministry one of our highest priorities?

· Because we will “all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Because of Christ’s Love) 2 Cor. 5: 11b-15.  Listen to why Christ died for us as these verses are read.

Why are we to serve as Christ’s ministers?

· Paul gave a second answer, “Because of Christ’s Love.”

· Love He expressed in His death for us and all people.

· Paul was consciously transparent before God.

· He made no effort to deceive or put up a front.

What use would it be for us to try to conceal our motives for God?

· God will finally reveal the intentions of the hearts of His ministers (1Cor.4:5).

· Even now, all things are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account (Heb. 4:13).

Because the progress of the gospel was Paul’s real concern;

· He could say that “we are not commending ourselves to you” v12.

· Although Paul’s purpose was not to promote himself;

· It was important for the Corinthians to be convicted of the validity of his ministry.

· Paul’s vision of ministry was shaped by the message of Christ crucified and risen.

· The true gospel is about the power and wisdom of God.

What truly controlled all of Paul’s behavior was “Christ’s love” v14;

· Paul’s primary meaning is that the love Christ has for us “compels us.”
· Christ’s love hold us fast, controls us, and impels us forward in ministry.

· His love for us is our motivation.

Christ expressed His love most fully in that “One died for all” v14;

· Christ died to extend the offer of salvation to all people (Col. 1:20).

· His death was the sacrifice sufficient for the salvation of all.

· And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Rom. 10:13).

· Love motivated Jesus to die for others.

· His death is now our reference point for understanding love (1John 4:9-10, 16).

For some people, ministry comes at the cost of;

· Physical suffering.

· For many people ministry is at the risk of unsettling important earthy relationships.

· For all of us, ministry requires inconvenience and giving of ourselves.

· How we view the costs of ministry depends on what constrains and compels us.

Why are we to be involved in ministry?

· Paul has set two motives before us;

· 1st, we minister because of our accountability to Christ.

· 2nd, we minister because of Christ’s love for us.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses, (Because of God’s Purpose) 2 Cor. 5: 16-21.  Listen to what changes if we are in Christ as these verses are read.

At one time Paul had viewed Christ Himself “in a purely human way” v16;

· As the unconverted Pharisee, Paul believed that Jesus was a deceiver and pretender.

· In those days Paul did everything he could to stamp out the church.

· He could not accept the central claim of the gospel.

Everything changed for Paul however;

· After his direct encounter with the risen Jesus;

· He then knew Christ as Savior and Lord!

· Paul expected Christ to sit in judgment of all people (2 Cor. 5:10).

· Paul saw Jesus’ death as a great expression of saving love (v14).

· Paul became a new man in every way.

In fact, “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” v17;

· To be in Christ is to be transformed by the Spirit of God.

· The Christian life is not about “turning over a new leaf.”

· It is about rebirth, re-creation, and ongoing transformation.

Believers can now say with Paul that God has “reconciled us to Himself through Christ” v18;

· God “gave us the ministry of reconciliation” v18
· God in Christ did the work to accomplish reconciliation through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

· “He has committed the message of reconciliation to us” v19

· We did not devise this ministry for ourselves.

· He committed it to us.
Now we are ambassadors for Christ v20;

· As ambassadors, Christians exercise the ministry of reconciliation.

· God established in Christ’s death the grounds for sinners to be reconciled to Him.

· Sinners need to turn to Christ in repentance and faith in order to be reconciled.

· We as ambassadors with the ministry of reconciliation make the connection between God and sinners;

· By communicating what God has done and what sinners need to do.

God’s purpose is for Christ’s reconciling work to have its full effect in the people around us and all around the globe;

· We have the message of reconciliation.

· Why be involved?

· Because of God’s purpose of reconciliation and His choice to include us in it!

Shuttle Diplomacy
It is only since the advent of the jet airplane that diplomats have been able to engage in what is called “shuttle diplomacy.”  Now it is quite common.  Two nations are at odds.  They’re about to go to war-or may already be at war.  A diplomat from a third nation undertakes to be the peacemaker.  He flies back and forth between the two countries.  In some instances, he is able to bring the two nations to the peace table, where at least some dialogue can begin.

Our Lord Jesus did not need to engage in shuttle diplomacy to reconcile man and God.  He came only once from Heaven to earth and accomplished that reconciliation-not by skillful negotiation, but by His sacrificial death.  This is the amazing truth of the gospel.

Today we who have been reconciled to God serve as Christ’s ambassadors, or “diplomats,” in order to bring others into the same reconciliation.  He did it with His death.  We do it with our lives.  We do it when we tell of His death and how it brings us from sin into salvation.  ALL Christians have been called to the ministry of reconciliation.

Prayer:

Lord we thank You for Your mercy and grace to each of us.

We thank You for loving us so much.

Help us be motivated to be ministers for You and Your plan of salvation.
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