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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Power Up
1st Week: “The Power of Choice” We need to realize that God will choose us for service because of what He sees inside us.
2nd Week:  “The Power of Courage” Discover the courage that God provides when you face obstacles now or in the future.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about David’s seeking the Lord’s leadership for every decision.
How this lesson can impact your life: Seek God and follow His leadership regardless of the outcome.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Saul Plots”; Disobedience without repentance drives us away from God, but He draws us close as we respond in Faith.
2. “David Pleads”; No matter how complicated our circumstances become, we should always seek God’s guidance first.
3. “God Provides”; God’s Word is the only perfectly reliable source of guidance for our lives.  All other sources of advice and guidance are to be measured by God’s Word.
Petition (definition);

· Something asked or requested.
Our lesson today shows us “the power of petition”;

· All of us know from experience that God answers prayer.

· Our lesson today shows how David prayerfully sought God’s will and help in most situations in his life.

· We also need to seek God and follow His leadership in all we do.

· We can trust Him!

God answers prayer and meets needs in amazing ways;

· When we live by faith we may find people who regard God’s people and His Word as irrelevant.

· They will often ridicule our faith.

· Regardless of what others think, we must keep serving and trusting God.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Saul Plots) 1Samuel 22:17-20.

Listen to how many priests were killed as these verses are read.

As we begin this lesson;

· We “fast-forward” through David’s successes.

· Along with Saul’s increasing envy and his early attempts to kill David.

· Saul’s actions after God withdrew His Spirit from his life were shocking.

· Saul continued to try to kill David rather than accept God’s will and work with David for a smooth transition of power.

Sometimes believers question God’s Word and direction today;

· When their desires do not align with God’s teachings.

· We must prayerfully seek to align our desires with God’s revealed will.

One of Saul’s most atrocious acts concerns Ahimelech (un HIM uh lek) the priest at Nob;

· Knowing that Saul sought to kill him, David left Jerusalem.

· He stopped by the small town of Nob and asked Ahimelech for supplies.

· The kind priest provided bread that had been removed from the altar.

· He also gave David the sward of Goliath.

· Doeg (DOH ehg), one of Saul’s servants, was in Nob and observed Ahimelech assisting David.

Doeg reported the event to Saul, who went berserk;

· Saul ordered Ahimelech to bring all his family (also priests) with him and appear before the king.

· Saul ordered his servants to kill them all.

· Because they feared God, Saul’s servants would not lift a hand to execute the priests of the Lord v17.

· Doeg was more concerned to win Saul’s favor than to do what was right.

· He obeyed Saul’s command and executed the priests himself, killing 85 of them v18.

Then Doeg went to their hometown, Nob;

· He destroyed their town and all the people in it.

· One of Ahimelech’s sons, Abiathar (uh BIGH uh thahr) escaped and ran to David who had gathered about 400 men as his followers.

· When Abiathar told David what had happened, David invited him to stay with him.

· David expressed his deep regret that he had caused this outrageous act performed by Saul (notice David taking blame for something he was not at fault for).

Why did God allow 85 innocent priests to be killed?

· Sometimes God allows evil to develop to teach us not to let evil systems flourish.

· Serving God is not a ticket to wealth, success, or health.

· God does not promise to protect good people from evil in this world.

· But He does promise that ultimately all evil will be abolished.

· Those who have remained faithful through their trials will experience great rewards in the ages to come (Matthew 5:11-12).

The powerful force of wickedness in the world must not stop us from;

· Following what we understand to be God’s will for our lives.

· Though few will be called on to pay the ultimate price for serving the Lord;

· Dedicated Christians may suffer false accusations when others attempt to attack and discredit God’s message.

· We are reminded of the need for and power of earnest “petition” to our Lord on behalf of all His servants.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (David Pleas) 1Samuel 23:1-5.

Listen to what the Lord told David as these verses are read.

By God’s Spirit, David continued to elude Saul’s attempts to destroy him;
· As he did, he sought to help others and follow the Lord’s direction.

· He heard that the Philistines were raiding the city of Keilah (kih IGH (eye) luh)

· David wanted to defend them, but he paused to seek God’s will.

Though God wanted him to defend the town;

· David’s troops hesitated.

· David again sought the Lord.

· God told him to go to Keilah with full assurance/confidence.

· “For I will hand the Philistines over to you” v4.

· David obeyed, and the town was rescued.

Seeking God’s direction should be our first response to any situation;

· Though David felt he should act;

· He sought God’s will before risking his life and the lives of his men.

· The old saying “Look before you leap” can be stated from a Christian perspective as “Pray before your act.”

The fact that David’s men hesitated reminds us that;

· Finding God’s direction is often complicated by circumstances.

· David felt the need to act; but he needed to consider the troops.

· Sometimes the people closest to us may not understand or agree with our understanding of God’s direction.

· Rather than giving up our plans or ignoring the caution of others;

· We do well to continue to pray and seek God’s leadership.

Jesus warned His disciples not to follow the example of idolaters making vain repetitions (Matt. 6:7);

· But that does not mean we should give up persistent praying.
· He also said we should “keep asking..keep searching..keep knocking (Luke 11:9).

· Remembering “to pray always and not become discouraged (Luke 18:1).

· We can be sure God will never lead us to do anything inconsistent with biblical principles.

We should prayerfully seek His leadership by;

· Studying the Bible.

· Evaluating the circumstance in light of its truth.

· We can also seek counsel from godly people.

What have you faced in the past year that tested your faith due to circumstances that complicated an otherwise clear choice?

· How did you resolve the situation?

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (God Provides) 1Samuel 23:6, 9-13.

Listen to how God answered David’s prayer as these verses are read.

When Abiathar heard that David had rescued Keilah;

· He went there and “brought an ephod with him” v6

· The ephod was a special vest worn by priests, especially when officiating before the altar (Ex. 28:6-14).

· It was used often to discern the Lord’s will.

· Abiathar’s use of that ephod evidently helped David to understand God’s will.

· David valued the role of God’s spokesperson in finding God’s will.

David asked two questions to the priest with the ephod;

· 1) Will Saul come down?  v11

· The Lord said he will come down v11.

· 2) Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?  v12

· The Lord said, “They will deliver thee up.” v12

· With his questions answered, David took the troops and “left Keilah at once and moved from place to place” v13.

· When Saul heard David had left, he spared Keilah v13.
Doing God’s will does not assure ease or comfort for us;

· Sometimes it arouses hostility and causes problems.

· Even if it does, we can be sure that determining and obeying God’s will in any given situation is our proper response.

We should seek God’s will in every experience;

· We should be open to the direction He gives us.

· We should earnestly seek to follow that direction.

Rather than risk having the city destroyed;

· David determined that doing God’s will and saving Keilah was more important than staying there to fight Saul.

· His decision may have reflected his regrets regarding the death of the priests in Nob and the destruction of their city.

· His decision teaches us that doing God’s will is more about ministering to others than receiving personal blessings.

What illustrations do you know that show the value of earnestly seeking God’s will and acting upon it once He makes it clear?

· What decision are you facing at this point in your life?

· Be sure to take the time to present it to the Lord in earnest prayer.

The “Kid Brother” Syndrome
The youngest child in a family often gets viewed with a certain amount of disdain.  While older children in the family often think that the youngest child gets “babied” and catered to, psychologists tell us that the oldest child frequently enjoys advantages of parental attention that diminish as other children are born into the family.  In some cases youngest children sometimes find that they are never quite recognized as having grown up, even when they reach adulthood.

However that might be, history has shown that oldest children are disproportionately represented among the kings and leaders of societies around the world.  Thus it is not too shocking that Samuel was doubly surprised in his search for Israel’s new king:  first, that Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, was not the choice; and second, that David, the “kid brother” in a family of eight boys, was the choice.

David would prove that birth order has no bearing on God’s call to service.  Far more important than where we fit in our own families is where we fit in God’s family.  This is determined by our faithful response to God’s will-and by nothing else.

Prayer:

Lord, guide us to find Your will for each aspect of our lives and give us the direction and power of Your Spirit to do Your will.
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