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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Power Up
1st Week: “The Power of Choice” We need to realize that God will choose us for service because of what He sees inside us.
2nd Week:  “The Power of Courage” Discover the courage that God provides when you face obstacles now or in the future.
3rd Week:  “The Power of Petition” Seeking God and following His leadership regardless of the outcome.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about David’s sparing the life of Saul, despite Saul’s attempt to kill David.
How this lesson can impact your life: Know that there is a reward for righteousness and loyalty to God, and commit to living such a life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Treachery Intended”; God provides strength to overcome the temptation to get even when people take advantage of us.  Well-intentioned advice from friends or family members could lead to temporary success but result in lasting disaster.
2. “Trust Applied”; Trusting God may include declining what appears to be “once-in-a-lifetime” opportunities.  We can live confidently as we trust God to sovereignly work in our lives-even in our most uncomfortable circumstances.
3. “Loyalty Rewarded”; Loyalty to God should serve as the basis for respect and loyalty to those God chooses to lead us.  When we face troubles in life, we should not hesitate to ask God to deliver us.
Think for a moment about people that are loyal to something;

· Sports fans to their sport and their favorite team(s).
· Pets are loyal to their owners, and vice versa.

· People are loyal to their political party (usually).

In today’s lesson we find David loyal to his father-in-law Saul;

· Instead of taking matters into his own hands;

· David chose to live faithfully to the Lord, knowing that God would prove faithful to him.

All of us need to remember that;

· God knows all that is going on in our lives.

· He desires the best for us.

· He will bless those who are loyal to Him.

· Often He allows adversity to develop our character.

· How we respond to that adversity determines the outcome.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Treachery Intended) 1Samuel 24:20-22; 26:1-2.  Listen to what Saul asked David as these verses are read.

A challenging period in David’s life shows;

· His determination to follow God’s will.

· Contrasted to Saul’s determination to disobey God’s will.
· “Saul searched for him every day, but God did not hand David over to Him” (23:14).

For several years David moved with his troops to various locations;

· In able to escape from Saul and his men.

· Saul acknowledged that David was chose by God to succeed him as king.

· However he continued to seek to kill David.

David took the opposite approach;

· David knew that God had chosen him to be the next king.

· Yet he did nothing to get rid of Saul.

· David left that matter entirely up to God.

Saul occasionally came very close to catching David;

· But God intervened.

· When David had the opportunities to kill Saul, he refused.

· Saul came into a cave where David and his men were hiding.

· David was able to “secretly cut off the corner of Saul’s robe” (24:4)

· David’s soldiers expressed concern that he did not kill Saul.

· David told them that he would never lift his hand against him since he was the Lord’s anointed v6.

Saul asked David not to cut off his descendants;

· David agreed, and they parted.

· David returned to his fortress in the wilderness, showing his lack of trust in Saul.

We would think that settled the matter, but it did not;

· Later, after Samuel died and was buried (25:1).

· David moved to the Wilderness of Ziph (ZIF) to find refuge from Saul.

· Some of the Ziphites came to Saul to report David’s location.

· With 3,000 of his best soldiers, Saul took off again to track down David.

Isn’t it strange that even when we know the right thing to do;

· We often choose not to do it!

· Saul sought to save his own life in a ‘self-serving” attitude.

· Rather than seeking God’s direction and doing the best for the nation.

· Too often God’s people choose to serve self rather than others.

· When we do, we fail to follow Jesus’ teachings and example of humble service.

By trying to kill David, God’s anointed successor;

· Saul dishonored God who had chosen him to be king.

· On the other hand David honored God by honoring King Saul.

· We are reminded that we show disloyalty to God when we choose to dishonor His chosen leaders.

We face lots of choices today when we are mistreated or intentionally hurt.  Which of these mottos do you think are good mottos to live by?

· Live and let die.

· Love as God has loved you.

· What goes around, comes around.

· Get even if it’s the last thing you do.

· Do unto others before they get a chance to do unto you.

· Give to others according to the blessings you have been given.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Trust Applied) 1Samuel 26:7-12.

Listen to see if David had another opportunity to kill Saul as these verses are read.

When David learned that Saul had come after him again;
· He took some troops and went to survey the situation.

· He noticed that Saul and his men had made camp.

· David carefully made his way to where Saul was lying asleep, protected by his soldiers v7.

Abishai (uh BISH ay igh (eye) ) told David “God has handed your enemy over to you” v8;

· He asked permission to kill Saul.

· David refused his request because he knew God had anointed Saul;

· And that God would deal with him in His own way and time.

David reaffirmed his commitment to God to “never lift (his) hand against the Lord’s anointed” v11;

· Instead, he took Saul’s spear and water jug and left the camp.

· How was he able to do this?

· “Because a deep sleep from the Lord came over them” v12.

· Saul’s spear was the symbol of his power and authority.

· David took the spear and jug (cruse KJV) as evidence that he was innocent of any plot against Saul and that he was not trying to kill him.

We often in our lives have opportunities to do good or evil;

· We must choose one or the other.

· God’s Word helps us know what is right and what is wrong.

· The Holy Spirit will guide us and help us follow David’s example of trusting God.

· Just because we have the right to do something does not always make it the right thing to do.

· People are often quick to demand their rights without regard for God’s will in the matter.

Often we are tempted to take matters into our own hands;

· Rather than trusting God.

· Always trust in God’s sovereignty, believing that He will resolve every situation in His way and timing.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Loyalty Rewarded) 1Samuel 26:21-25.
Listen to the conversation between Saul and David as these verses are read.

David scolded Abner (Saul’s captain) for failing to protect “the Lord’s anointed” v16 (not in our lesson text);

· He asked him where were the King’s spear and water jug.

· Saul recognized David’s voice and spoke to him.

· David responded by telling Saul he was his servant;

· And he asked him what evil he had done to cause the king to pursue him.

David’s words moved Saul.  He stated;

· “I have sinned” and invited David back.

· He promised he would never try to harm David again v21.

· David arranged to return the spear.

· He declared his loyalty to God.

· Along with his expectation that God would reward “every man for his righteousness and his loyalty v23.

David demonstrated to us his understanding of the biblical principle:

· “Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked.  For whatever a man sows he will also reap” (Gal. 6:7).
· He trusted God to deal justly with him according to his loyalty.

· He also trusted God to deal with Saul for his acts against him.

From this experience in David’s life we can draw several applications for ourselves;

· It reminds us that all who are loyal to God can expect opposition from those who reject God.

· But they can also expect God’s blessings.

· This should motivate us to always choose loyalty to God.

· In doing so, we will also maintain respect and loyalty to those whom God allows to lead us.

The Scriptures also teaches that we should pray;

· “For everyone” including “all those who are in authority (1Tim.2:1-2).

· We may not always agree with our leaders;

· But as long as God allows them to lead we should pray for them and show them due respect.

We should never hesitate to pray for God to deliver us from trouble;

· But we must trust Him to guide us in seemingly unfavorable situation in life.

· We can trust God to deal with those who commit wrong toward us.

· We also should not allow a place in our lives for vengeance.

· God’s Word tell us, “Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay (Deut. 32:35).

Are you today facing some unusual situation because of someone’s unjust treatment?

· Ask God for wisdom, courage, and faith.

· Be loyal to Him in your life as you wait for Him to lead you in a way that honors Him.

The Life of David Verses the Life of Saul

	Life of David
	Life of Saul

	David was God’s kind of king.

2Samuel 7:8-16
	Saul was man’s kind of king.

1Samuel 10: 23-24

	David was a man after God’s heart.

Acts 13:22
	Saul was a man after people’s praise.

1Samuel 18:6-8.

	David’s kingship was eternal (thru Jesus)
2Samuel 7:29
	Saul’s kingship was rejected.
1Samuel 15:23

	David was kind and benevolent

2Samuel 9; 1Chronicles 19:2
	Saul was cruel.

1Samuel 20:30-34; 22: 11-19

	David was forgiving

1Samuel 26
	Saul was unforgiving

1Samuel 14: 44; 18:9

	David repented

2Samuel 12:13; 24:10
	When confronted, Saul lied

1Samuel 15: 10-31

	David was courageous

1Samuel 17; 1Chronicles 18
	Saul was fearful

1Samuel 17:11; 18:12

	David was at peace with God

Psalms 4:8; 37:11
	Saul was separated from God

1Samuel 16:14


Prayer:

Lord help each of us give back good for evil.
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