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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Power Up
We have 4 great lessons this month regarding “power”;

· The power of choice; God choosing David to be king.

· The power of courage; David facing Goliath.

· The power of petition; David seeking God’s leadership for every decision.

· The power of loyalty; David sparing Saul’s life. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about God’s choosing a new king to replace Saul and the instruction that God looks at the heart rather than outward appearance.
How this lesson can impact your life: Realize that God will choose you for service because of what He sees inside you.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “My Choices”; We squander opportunities to serve God in meaningful ways by failing to obey His Word.  Waiting for God’s timing is always the best policy.
2. “Their Choices”; Because we cannot see other’s hearts, we must seek God’s leadership before we choose those to serve in His service.
3. “His Choices”; In His sovereignty, God chooses whomever He wants-even when His choice may seem unlikely to us.  Those whom God calls, He also empowers with His Spirit.
Our lessons this month are from 1st Samuel, and next month (August) from 2nd Samuel.
· Our lessons will be based on the life of King David.

· We all need to exercise the powers of choice, courage, petition, and loyalty as we seek to live for the Lord and set an example for our younger generations.

Our lesson today is about “choice.”

· Think back when you were a child and the reasons some kids were chosen to be on teams or in clubs and others were not (possibly you).

· How did it feel like to be rejected?

· The reasons for not being “chosen” could be we were not pretty enough, we were too slow, too short, or we didn’t have the right clothes.

· Today’s lesson is in stark contrast between what people look at in other people and what God looks at.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (My Choices) 1Samuel 13:8-14).

Listen to how long Saul waited for Samuel to arrive as these verses are read.
Let’s take a moment and look at the setting in these verses by looking at the first 7 verses not in our lesson text;
· Saul was thirty years old when he became king;

· He reigned over Israel for forty two years.

· Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; 

· Two thousand were with him at Michmash

· One thousand were with Jonathan in Benjamin.

· Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost.

· Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land.

· He attacked the Philistine outpost.

· The Israelites were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

· The Philistines assembled to fight Israel;

· They had three thousand chariots

· Six thousand charioteers

· Soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore v5

· When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns v6
Under the growing pressure from their enemy, fear started to take its toll on Saul’s men v7;

· Previously Samuel had directed Saul to wait seven days for him.

· He promised to arrive in seven days and offer the appropriate sacrifice (10:8).

· But Saul caved in to the pressure he felt.

· As Israel’s first king he had a recurring pattern of disobedience and poor judgment.

On the seventh day Saul yielded to the internal and external pressures and offered the burnt offering v9;

· Samuel arrived on the seventh day and interrupted the proceedings.

· Samuel asked Saul “What have you done?”

· Saul’s offering the sacrifice constituted second-guessing the clear instruction of God to wait for Samuel’s arrival.

· Saul had taken matters into his own hands.

Today, we all face tests of different kinds in our lives;

· In our fast-paced world, waiting on God’s timing may frustrate us.

· Hasty or rash decisions can often have terrible and long-lasting consequences.

· It is important for us to wait on God’s timing.

Saul blamed three other parties for his act of disobedience;

· His deserting troops v8

· The late-arriving Samuel.

· And the Philistines who were gathering at Michmash v11.

· He believed that he could obtain the Lord’s favor through a sacrifice v12.

· Saul confessed that certain emergencies rendered God’s word unnecessary.

· What drove Saul to make the choice to disobey God’s command?

· Fear-selfishness-impatience-distrust

Saul’s sin helps us understand the structure of sin;
· We often feel pressure from family members, employers, work associates, or friends to make decisions contrary to the full counsel of the Bible.

· Then insecurity and self-doubt arise from a lack of total reliance upon God.

· We seek the counsel and advice of others rather than turning to God.

Samuel derailed all of the king’s excuses;

· You have been foolish v13.

· None of his arguments provided enough evidence to excuse his disobedience to God’s clear command.

· He possessed all the qualities of a king;
· But he offered only lip service to the Lord.

· His inconsistent relationship with God and his lack of confidence as a leader showed his spiritual flaws.

Saul’s disobedience resulted in two consequences;

· The Lord had intended to establish Saul’s family on Israel’s throne;

· Now Saul’s reign would not endure v14.

· God would give the kingdom to a man loyal to Him.

· The new king would act genuinely in accordance with the Lord’s wishes in a way that Saul had not.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Their Choices) 1Samuel 16:6-10.

Listen to how many sons Jesse presented to Samuel as these verses are read.

In verses 1-6 (not in our lesson text) the Lord said to Samuel;
· “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king of Israel?”

· God told Samuel to fill his horn with oil and to go to Bethlehem and see Jesse.

· Samuel told God that he was concerned about Saul finding out about his trip and would kill him v2.

· God told him to take a sacrifice with him and tell the elders and Jesse that the sacrifice was for God.

· God told Samuel that he was to anoint the one God picked v3.

· Samuel obeyed God and did as God instructed; which leads us to our printed text.

Jesse’s sons went out with the elders to the sacrifice offered by Samuel;

· When they arrived Samuel immediately chose Eliab as the next king.

· Samuel was impressed with Eliab’s appearance and his stature.

· Samuel concluded that the Lord’s anointed one stood before him v6.

God rejected Samuel’s selection of Eliab;

· God told Samuel, “Man does not see what the Lord sees, for man sees what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart” v7.

· God focused on the unseen qualities of character, leadership, and obedience.

In verses 8-10 Jesse presented 7 of his sons to Samuel;

· Samuel told him that God had not picked any of them.

· Notice that Samuel’s and Jesse’s choices were not God’s choice.

· Today our choices are often not God’s choices for us.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (His Choices) 1Samuel 16:11-13.

Listen to what Jesse’s youngest son was doing while these verses are read.

Jesse offered an excuse for not including David in his parade of sons v11;

· He told Samuel that David was tending the sheep.

· Samuel told Jesse to “send for him.”

· Samuel refused to begin the ceremony until David arrived.

Again we see how the Lord often chooses the most unlikely people to do His will;

· We shortchange our church and God’s work when we fail to seek His guidance.

· When we pick leaders and people to serve in our church, how do we pick them?

God promptly confirmed His choice to Samuel;

· “Anoint him, for he is the one” v12

· God not only chose David, but He equipped him for the work He wanted David to do for Him.

· God knew David’s heart.

· He knew how David would respond to the Spirit’s power in his life.

We cannot know who will answer God’s call and who will serve effectively;

· We must exercise caution when judging other people and their potential effectiveness in God’s service.

· Remember that God looks at the heart rather than outward appearance;

· Or even our estimations of what people can offer.

· God calls on the basis of what He sees on the inside.

When God calls;

· He also equips and empowers.

· When God invites us to join Him in His work;

· He knows our hearts and promises to supply the energy and power to succeed in ministry for Him.

Faulty Expectations

At 2:25 am on February 25, 1942, the “Great Los Angeles Air Raid” began.  Sirens sounded the alarm, searchlights swept across the sky to find invading Japanese warplanes, and anti-aircraft shells were fired into the darkness.

Later that morning, the Los Angeles Times gave a detailed account of the attack, but also mentioned (strangely) that “no bombs were reported dropped.”  Nevertheless, there were casualties.  Two people died of heart attacks during the excitement, and three died in traffic accidents during the blackout that occurred.  The following day, however, the Secretary of the Navy admitted that the entire raid had been a mistake:  there had been no enemy attack.  Because of the tension surrounding World War II, people had been so certain that Japan would attack California that someone mistook weather balloons released that night for enemy aircraft!

Samuel discovered that faulty expectations can be misleading.  None of the stalwart, older sons of Jesse was God’s choice for the next king of Israel.  Like Samuel, we tend to judge people by outward appearances, which often tell us nothing about their moral fiber.  Our political (and even some religious) leaders have demonstrated this time and again.  By now we should have learned our lesson.

Prayer:

Lord we know that You choose us for service by what You see inside us.

Help us not judge anyone by outward standards.

Help our hearts follow You.
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