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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Know Jesus
 1st Week: “The Jesus People Should Know”; How we should know the unique Son of God, the power of Jesus, and Jesus’ authority in our lives.
What this lesson is about: Mark showed how Jesus’ life touched a variety of people.  Jesus healed the hurting, sought sinners, and confronted the religious.
How this lesson can impact your life: Interact with all people in a Christlike manner.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Minister to the Hurting”; Jesus saw all kinds of people around Him.  Jesus ministered to those who were hurting.
2. “Seek Sinners”; Jesus loved those who were trapped in sin.
3. “Confront the Religious”; Jesus confronted those blinded by their own self-righteousness.
Today’s lesson is about knowing people.  What type of common characteristics do your friends have?
· Are they outgoing?

· Are they arrogant?

· Are they troubled?

· Are they shy?

· Are they confident?

In our lesson today we will see that Jesus befriended people across a wide spectrum;

· He loved tax collectors and widows with little money.

· He touched lepers and hung out with fishermen.

· He went to parties of the respected, and welcomed the company of a prostitute.

· He challenged the religious and ministered to those without any religious connection.

· Jesus interacted with people who were different than Himself.

· He showed compassion and instructed people concerning His true mission as the Son of God.

Today’s lesson challenges us to interact with all people in a Christlike manner;

· We should touch the untouchable.

· We should pray for the sick and the abused.

· We should proclaim the gospel to the lost.

· By looking at the people Jesus knew, we can expand our horizons and see the needs of people around us.

Remember in last week’s lesson how we studied the characteristics of Jesus;

· That Jesus is the powerful and authoritative Son of God.

· We need to be mindful that some people with great position, power, and authority might be tempted to treat other people poorly.

· We need to look at how Jesus treated all the people around Him.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Minister to the Hurting) Mark 2: 3-12.

Listen to how the 4 men brought the crippled man into the house.

Jesus went to Capernaum to preach;

· A crowd assembled around the home where He was at.

· 4 unnamed men came bearing an unnamed crippled man on a stretcher. v3

· The 4 men saw a crowd, but did not turn around and go home.

· They went to the roof and broke through to lower the stretcher in front of Jesus.v4

· Jesus commended their faith. v5

The crippled man’s need moved his friends to action;

· They brought him to Jesus.

· When you recognize someone’s need, do you act?

· Many people have physical and spiritual needs that we can meet.

· Human need moved these 4 men to action.

· Let it also move us also to compassionate action.

Jesus proclaimed the man’s sins forgiven v5;
· The man probably came to Jesus for healing to be able to walk.

· Jesus saw that being lame was not the deepest problem the man faced.

· The man had a deeper need than physical healing.

· Life’s greatest wounds are not on the outside of the body.

· Inner healing exceeds the need of physical healing.

The scribes started thinking to themselves that Jesus was blaspheming v6-7;

· Blasphemy is speech that profanes or dilutes the honor of God.

· It was punishable by death (Lev. 24:16).

· They knew that only God could forgive sins.

· They questioned how a mere man could grant forgiveness on behalf of God.

Jesus knew the troubled hearts of the scribes;

· He asked them why they were reasoning as they were. v6

· If it was easier to tell a person that his/her sins were forgiven.

· Or to tell them to rise and walk.

· Jesus’ healing of the man’s physical problem was visible and instantaneous.

Jesus told the man to get up from his stretcher;
· He did one miracle; raising the lame man to walk.

· Jesus cared both about the man’s spiritual and physical conditions.

· Jesus healed this man both spiritually and physically.

The crowd was astounded and gave glory to God as a result of Jesus’ actions v12;

· They said they had never seen anything like it.

· They obviously had seen Jesus around their town.

Jesus saw both the spiritual and physical needs of this man and ministered to the whole person;

· Like Jesus, our faith must go beyond words to include acts of ministry to those in need.

· We need to be “stretcher bearers”, helping get people to Christ.

· Unlike the 4 men in this story, we don’t have to climb up and open up a roof to bring unsaved people to Christ.

As a class, consider ways we can help minister to the hurting in both word and deed;

· Sit in a new place at church and welcome someone new.

· Help in the preparations for a youth mission trip or outing.

· Prepare meals for those who are sick.

· Tutor a child.

· Write notes of encouragement to the sick.

· Ask God to show you His will in your life with other ways you can help.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Seek Sinners) Mark 2: 15-17.

Listen to the types of people Jesus ate with.

Levi was a tax collector, who worked for the government of Herod;

· As a tax collector, Levi would have been considered a spiritual and social outcast to the Jews.

After Jesus called Levi, the new disciple held a party for his friends;

· Many tax collectors and sinners were guests at the party. v15

· Imagine Jesus at the table with all types of shady characters.

· Mark used the word “many”, which indicates there were a lot of them at the party.

The scribes questioned Jesus about the party just like they did about Him healing the lame man;

· They wanted to know why Jesus would have table fellowship with such people.

· People that were not welcomed among the religious leaders.

· The scribes believed Jesus’ being around sinners meant that He approved of their sins.

· They believed that when Jesus touched the unclean, He became unclean.

When in fact it was the very opposite of the way the scribes were thinking;

· When Jesus touched the unclean, they became clean.

· When sinners came to Jesus, they left as changed people. 

· The scribes saw the peoples’ need, but had no hope that they could change.

· Jesus saw their need, and He saw what their lives could be like when He changed them.

The self-righteous scribes were indignant that Jesus would eat a meal with such sinners;

· But Jesus gladly associated with sinners because He loved them and because He knew that they needed to hear what He had to say.

· Jesus spent time with whoever needed or wanted to hear His message.

· He didn’t care if they were poor-rich-bad-or good.

We also must befriend those who need Christ;

· Even if they do not seem to be ideal companions or friends.

Are there people you have been neglecting because of their reputation?

Why do we often find ourselves thinking like the scribes and find it easier to judge sinners than to seek them?

Why are today’s outcasts not drawn to Christians as outcasts in Jesus’ day were drawn to Him?  

Would we require such people to “clean up their acts” before we reached out to them, or would we reach out to them just as they are?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Confront the Religious) Mark 2: 23-28.
Listen to who the Sabbath was made for.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

· “Christians are perceived by non-believers as being critical, judgmental, and intolerant”.

· In this story the Pharisees wanted Jesus and His disciples to conform to their religious standards.

One day on the Sabbath, Jesus made His way through the grain (corn) fields v23;

· His disciples started picking the grain (corn).

· The act of taking the grain was not a problem.

· The owners of the fields had left the corners of their fields unharvested for anyone to eat.

· The Pharisees were upset not by the action, but by the timing.

· The disciples had harvested on the Sabbath.

The Pharisees interpreted picking the grain as reaping;

· This was against their laws for what it meant to honor the Sabbath.

Think for a minute to some of the “Sunday Rules” you grew up with;

· No cooking allowed on Sundays.

· No work of any kind allowed on Sundays.

· No retail stores were allowed to be open on Sundays.

· Then when stores were allowed to be open, only certain items were allowed to be sold (Blue Law).

· What other rules do you remember growing up?

Jesus responded to the Pharisees with an illustration from history (1 Samuel 21: 1-6);

· He recalled a time when David had fled from Saul and had nothing to eat.

· He went to the house of God and received the sacred bread that was reserved only for those in the priesthood.

· Since David was not a priest, that clearly violated the rules.

· Jesus indicated that the need of David and his companions outweighed the religious rules that prohibited him from eating.

Jesus explained, “The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath” v27;
· God did not create humanity so they could observe the Sabbath.

· He created the Sabbath so humankind could take a rest from labor and enjoy the blessings of worshiping the Lord.

Today, some people dread Sundays;

· They get up earlier than they would like to.

· They dress in clothes that are not comfortable.

· They rush to get to the day’s activities.

· Lunch and a quick nap, and they are back to church.

Instead, we as Christians should;

· Focus on worship.

· What it means to lift up our voices and offer our offerings to God.

· We should be going to church expecting a word from the Lord through the Word of God.

To follow Christ’s example, we might need to allow;

· More interruptions to our days.

· Meet someone’s physical needs.

· Engage in a relationship with a person who is very different than we are.

· Reject legalistic attitudes.

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the greatest), how would you rate our church on noticing and caring for those who are different?  How would you rate yourself?

A Changed Man

The advertising slogan for the Louisiana tourist industry is, “Come as you are.  Leave different!”  That describes the experience of the lame man in today’s lesson.  It also describes the experience of everyone who receives Jesus as Savior.  The man in today’s lesson was a changed man in two ways.  He was a changed man physically.  Four friends carried him in; he walked out carrying his mat.  As important as that was to him, there was another change even more important; he was carried in a sinner; he walked out a forgiven man.

Today there are many victims of paralysis, some famous and some unknown.  No doubt they pray for the same healing as the man in our text.  Some may receive it now and some may have to wait until Heaven.  But think for a moment of that other change.  When we seek the forgiveness of our sins, we do not go away disappointed.  We are forgiven, and that change is of far greater magnitude than any physical healing.

Remember that we will have these bodies for only a little while.  We will have our souls (and resurrected bodies) for eternity.  For the soul to be crippled by sin is the greater tragedy-and to have the inner person forgiven, made whole, is the greater miracle.  While we marvel at what this man experienced in his body, we marvel more at what all of Christians have experienced in their souls.

Prayer:

God, open our eyes this week to opportunities to minister in the lives of a variety of people.
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