September 6, 2009                   The Jesus People Should Know                                 #120                                                                                                                            
1st lesson this month on the topic:  Know Jesus
Our lesson theme this month is “Know Jesus.”

· Our study this month is in Mark 1-10.

· We will study this month on how to know Jesus as the unique Son of God.

· We will observe Jesus’ interaction with God the Father and with people.

· His life as an example for us.

This month’s study is important to us because;

· Our society is vaguely spiritual.

· Pluralism seeks to make Jesus merely one of many religious figures, rather than the unique Son of God.

· Many people acknowledge Jesus as a great man.

· But they resist His uniqueness and absolute authority.

· Our lessons this month will give us a better understanding of Jesus’ uniqueness, and challenge us to submit to His authority.

Recap of this month’s lessons on “Know Jesus”;

· Sept. 6th “The Jesus People Should Know”; This lesson highlights the unique identity of Jesus-who He is, and what He is about.  We will be challenged to make the connection between Jesus’ power and authority and the unique life He wants each of us to live.

· Sept. 13th “The People Jesus Knows”; With tenderness and compassion Mark provided word pictures of Jesus’ concern for a variety of people-those who were hurting physically and emotionally, and those who were outcasts from society.  Do we interact with all people in a Christlike manner?

· Sept. 20th “The Challenges of Knowing Jesus”; Following Christ as a committed disciple trusts one into an arena where the enemies of God are constantly against God’s people.  This lesson can help us overcome the challenges we will face in following Christ.

· Sept. 27th “The Results of Knowing Jesus”; This lesson is a challenge for courageous Christian living.  Denying self, being willing to serve others, and if need be, suffering for Christ’s sake.
What today’s lesson is about: Mark’s introduction reveals Jesus’ unique identity.  Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and the all powerful Son of God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Make the connection between Jesus’ unique power and authority and the unique life He calls you to live.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Know the Unique Son of God”; We should know Christ, not just know about Him.  To know Christ, we must recognize His identity.
2. “Know the Power of Jesus”; To have a relationship with Christ is to experience His power in our lives.
3. “Know Jesus’ Authority”; If we have a relationship with Christ, we will recognize His authority in our lives.
Think of some people you know;
· Some you know because you worked with them for many years.

· Some you met and learned to know when they (or you) joined our church.

· Some you know because they are well known (our president, governor, movie stars, etc.).

· But most of the time you do not know any of them “personally.”

Many people know about Jesus;

· But they do not know Him personally.

· When we know Him personally it makes a difference in how we relate to Him and how we view Him.

· Mark’s Gospel introduces us to the unique identity of Jesus in hopes that we will develop a personal relationship with Him.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Know the Unique Son of God) Mark 1: 1-3.  Listen to the different names Mark used to identify Jesus.

The author of the Book of Mark was not one of the 12 apostles;
· The author was John Mark, cousin of Barnabas.

· He was a co-worker with Paul.

· Mark received information for his Gospel from Peter.

· The Gospel of Mark was most likely the 1st gospel written (around 50-60 AD).

Mark provides 4 different designations (names) for the Messiah;

· “Jesus” Greek for “Yahweh is salvation” v1.

· “Christ” Greek for “anointed one” v1.

· “The Son of God” v1.
· “Lord” v3.
Many in our world today says that Jesus;

· Was a good teacher.

· That he was a great man.

· They resist His uniqueness and absolute authority.

· One way of several ways to God.

The “messenger” (v2) that God would send ahead of Jesus referred to;

· John the Baptist.

· Who was a voice of one crying out in the wilderness. v3

· John would prepare the way (v2) for Christ by preaching and baptism.

Mark began his Gospel with a call to know Jesus;

· He came as the Messiah.
· Sent from God to save His people from their sin.

· He became fully man, but He is also fully God.

· As God’s Son, He is Lord of all creation.
Has your understanding of the nature of the Lord Jesus-His authority, His power to save, and what He expects of those whom He has redeemed-grown since you became a believer?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Know the Power of Jesus) Mark 1: 7, 9-13.  Listen to what John said he was not worthy of doing for Jesus.

John announced that someone more powerful than he would come after him v7;
· John was not preaching to make himself known.

· He preached to make Christ known.

John further explained that he was not worthy to stoop down and untie the straps of Jesus’ sandals v7;

· In Biblical days slaves would remove the sandals from the feet of a guest.

· The slave would wash the guest’s feet after removing their sandals.

· John saw himself as not even worthy to be Christ’s slave.

John continued to magnify Jesus’ power by contrasting his ministry with Jesus’ ministry (v8 not in our text);

· John would baptize with water.

· Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit.

Jesus’ power was evident to Mark in 3 ways;

· 1st Jesus’ power was evident in His humility.

· He came to be baptized in the Jordan by John.

· 2nd Jesus’ power was evident in His meekness and obedience to God’s will in His life.

· 3rd Jesus’ power was evident in His victory over temptation (in the wilderness).

Jesus stayed in the wilderness 40 days v13;

· He was constantly tempted by Satan.

· He suffered temptations (turning stones to bread-jumping from the temple pinnacle-bowing down in worship to Satan…not in our text).

· He suffered these temptations while He was alone.

· Jesus lacked human help, but he received plenty of help from His Father.

· “The angels began to serve Him” v13

· Jesus’ power was visible throughout His ministry, including the wilderness.

When we overcome temptation today;

· We witness to God’s power in us.

· The world judges Jesus’ power by the lives of those who say they trust in Him.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Know Jesus’ Authority) Mark 1: 21-28.  Listen to what Jesus did when he entered the synagogue.

After Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness He;

· Began His ministry by preaching in Galilee (1:14 not in our text).

· He called His disciples by the Sea of Galilee before He went to Capernaum (v16, 19… not in our text).

· Jesus had just endured an intense time of temptation.
· Now He was going on the offensive.

Mark attributed Jesus’ authority first to His teaching v21;

· Jesus entered Capernaum and the synagogue on the Sabbath.

· He astonished the people there because He did not recite the ancient scholars.

· He gave His own interpretation of the passages.

What happened next validated Jesus’ “authority”;

· While He was teaching an unclean spirit (v23) interrupted Him.

· This spirit quested whether Jesus was there to destroy the hold the spirits had on a man.
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and gave it two commands;

· He told the demon to be quiet and to come out of him v25

· The spirit spoke no more words.

· It convulsed the man and shouted (cried out) as it came out of him.

· Jesus spoke to the unclean spirit and it obeyed Him.

· Think for a minute how this affected worship at the synagogue that day.

The crowd who gathered to hear the words of Christ were amazed at the authority He displayed;

· They had never seen anything like that before.

· This caused them to argue with one another v27

· Some thought this was a new teaching with authority.

· Jesus had commanded the spirit to leave the man and it happened instantly.

· Some in the crowd endorsed Jesus’ actions

· Others thought it was not proper.

· This division of opinion led to arguments.

Regardless of the outcome of the arguments;
· Jesus’ fame spread throughout the whole region of Galilee v28

· No matter what the people thought of Jesus, few could deny the “authority” of His teaching and His actions.

· None could deny His “authority” for interpreting the Scriptures.

· Or His authority in standing against spiritual darkness.

Just as the people who witnessed Jesus’ teaching and actions had to decide the legitimacy of His authority;

· We also need to look within and see what we think of His authority.

· Was he the Son of God, sent as Messiah to save His people from their sin?

· Or was He some imposter who taught a new teaching but did not have authority?   v27

· If this was the case, then how do you explain His miracles?

Jesus’ authority came with His identity as the unique Son of God;

· Many have claimed similar authority to Christ.

· But they do not have the position or power that He had when He was on earth.

· They have not opened blind eyes, or stilled raging storms.

· They have not raised the dead or been raised from the dead.

· They might claim authority, but their lives do not verify their claims.

· Jesus claimed authority and He also lived it before the world.

Think for a moment about your personal relationship with Christ;

· While He calls us His friends, do you find yourself sometimes treating Him too casually?  Maybe like some of the people you know we mentioned at the start of this lesson?
· Perhaps there is an action that Jesus has laid on your heart to do that you have been resisting.

· Maybe it is an attitude that needs to change.

· Take time to humbly bow before Him, acknowledging His name, His power, and His authority.

Starting Over

A search of the internet will reveal numerous online dating services.  These services promise that life can be enriched with a new relationship.  There are online services for people with widely varying interests.  For example, Christians looking for marriage partners have Web sites designed to appear just to them.
As important as finding the right marriage partner may be, John was offering something even more significant to his audience:  the opportunity to start life over in one’s relationship with God.  John promised to those who accepted his baptism that God would forgive their sins.

That promise was something his audience needed, regardless of marital status, age, or any other demographic.  Having sins forgiven is a far greater long-term importance to our well-being than finding the right person to marry.

Prayer:

Father, we admit our weakness and sinfulness.

Help us to change our hearts and mend our ways.

May Your unique power and authority be evident in our lives as we seek to lives You have called us to live.
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