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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Discipleship: The Epic Adventure
 1st Week: “The Warrior Hero”; how we are to fight fruitlessness in our lives in our service to God; we should fight worldly distractions, and fight with power through our faith in our Savior.

2nd Week: “The Hero Doing Battle”; how we are to “face-off” over allegiances, priorities, and hypocrites.
3rd Week: “The Hero Betrayed”; how we are to guard ourselves against spiritual overconfidence; how we are to serve others; standing up for Christ even in the face of fear or intimidation.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the victory of Jesus’ resurrection.
How this lesson can impact your life: This lesson will reassure you that, even in the face of overwhelming odds or seeming defeat, you can experience victory.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Stand Tall”; Steadfast commitment to God’s plan even in the face of extreme pressure ensures we will be victorious.  Part of our victory may mean understanding we do not need to respond to every accusation.
2. “Stand Alone”; Victorious Christian living means unfailing commitment to what is right.
3. “Stand Amazed”; Victorious Christian living means using our direct access to God which Jesus has made available.
4. “Stand Victorious”; We live victoriously as we tell others they can be victorious over sin because of Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection.

Think back for a minute to your childhood and try to remember some of the “superheros” you were fond of;

· Superman- Batman- Spiderman-Green Arrow-Wonder Woman
· We liked them because of their costumes, crime fighting tools, cars, etc.

Usually our fictional characters “showed up” at the perfect time;

· When hurting people were alone.

· When people were in trouble.

· When people were afraid or under attack.

· They always “saved the day” and were always “victorious.”

Now think back on our last 3 lessons this month on how Jesus is our ultimate Hero;

· The Warrior Hero.  (How to live a victorious and fruitful life of faith.)
· The Hero Doing Battle. (How to stand up for God’s ways in a godless culture.)
· The Hero Betrayed. (How to be on guard against spiritual weakness.)
As older Christians we need to be;

· Heroic in our spiritual lives.

· Our victory involves our willingness to remain faithful in the face of pressures from the world we live in.

· So we also are “victorious” in our witness and service to our Lord.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Stand Tall) Mark 15: 1-5.

Listen to what Pilate asked Jesus.

Jesus’ arrest took place perhaps around midnight;

· The mob immediately took Him to the Sanhedrin (71 member ruling body of the Jews.)

· They accused Jesus of blasphemy and condemned Him to death.

· But this judgment could not be carried out until He was convicted by Roman authorities.

These rulers…in the morning…handed Jesus over to Pilate v1;

· Roman courts could start any time after sunrise.

· The Jewish rulers wanted to waste no time in securing Pilate’s verdict.

· Pilate was the Roman Governor of Judea.

· He usually came to Jerusalem during feast times.
The Jewish leaders had to fabricate new accusations against Jesus when they brought Him before Pilate;
· Blasphemy would mean nothing to Pilate.

· They accused Jesus of 3 other crimes;

1. Encouraging the people not to pay their taxes to Rome.

2. Claiming He was a king-“the king of the Jews.”

3. That He caused riots all over the countryside.

· They accused Him of tax evasion, treason, and terrorism. (see Luke 23:2)
Jesus’ response was neutral, “You have said it.”

· His response to the multiple accusations was silence.

· His lack of response amazed Pilate. v5

· Pilate asked what wrong Jesus had done. (15:14)

· Pilate did not see any reason to put Jesus to death.

Two reasons explain Jesus’ silence;

· 1st; not every accusation requires a response. Jesus had complete trust in God.  He had made a decision to cast all His “care upon Him (1 Peter 5:7).
· 2nd; He knew God’s will for His life.  Jesus did not mount a defense because His mission was to offer up His life.  He trusted God more than He feared any human power.

We can have this same confidence that Jesus had;

· The vindication of our faith does not lie in clever arguments or power of our own.

· We can and must trust God and “Stand Tall” even when defeat appears certain.

· He will bring cause us to be “victorious” in His way, and in His timing.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Stand Alone) Mark 15: 12-13, 32.

Listen to what the crowd told Pilate to do with Jesus.

Think back on last’s week lesson about when the disciples had ran away, deserting Jesus;

· Jesus stood alone as the whole crowd turned against Him.

Think for a minute of things you have had to face alone;

· The questions of an unbeliever.

· The temptations that haunts you.

· The demands of an unethical employer.

· The consequence of another person’s poor decision.

· An unfair accusation.

· As Christians, we were able to get through all our trials by our faith and trust in the Lord.

Jesus’ innocence presented Pilate with a challenge;

· He saw the custom of prisoner release as a solution to his problem.

· The crowd, however, did not favor this notion and insisted he remain a criminal.

Pilate took the question directly to the people;

· He still did not believe Jesus was guilty of the charges.

· Pilate had an opportunity to stand up for what was right.

· He knew Jesus was innocent.

· He could have exercised his authority and responsibility to do what was right.

· Instead, he chose political reasons, and turned the decision over to the crowd.

The crowd’s answer was a resounding condemnation;

· They demanded Pilate crucify Him. v13

· Crucifixion was not the only form of execution the Romans used.

· It was typically used for the worse offenses.

Some of the people in this crowd were;

· Among the people who had cheered Jesus’ entry into the city only a week earlier.

· They hailed and welcomed Him.

· They gathered to hear His teaching.

· Now they had been turned against Him.

Most in this group were “following the crowd”;

· They had a fear of “standing out.”

· Of being different from everyone else.

· Their fear of being rejected by the rest of the group.

The crowd continued to mock Him while He was on the cross;

· Crucifixion was intended to be a very public execution.

· Even the thieves who were crucified with Him were taunting Him. v32

· Everyone had turned on Jesus.  He was no longer popular among them.

What do you do when Jesus is no longer popular?

· It happens all the time in our culture.

· If you chose to “Stand Alone”, you might be mocked or rejected.

· Remember that you never needed the approval or acceptance of these people in the first place.

· Remember that when you feel most abandoned and rejected that God will intervene and give you spiritual victory.

· Remember to stand for God even when that means standing alone.

Someone read our 3rd group of Scripture verses (Stand Amazed) Mark 15: 37-39.

Listen to what the centurion said about Jesus.

A fascinating event coincided with Jesus’ death;

· The curtain of the sanctuary was split in two. v37

· This curtain had been sealed off from every human except for the high priest who only entered once a year.

· Jesus, through His death, had opened access to God for all people who have faith in Him.

· God knows each one of us and invites us into His presence.

How would you describe the curtain between you and God right now?

· Is it wide open?

· Or is it closed tight?
· Satan wants us to believe that we cannot approach God, to be afraid of Him.

· We as Christians know that we can come to Him in confidence.

The response from the centurion was amazing;

· He said that “this man really was God’s Son.”

· The Roman centurion spoke truth about Jesus when no one else would do so.

· A representative of the very power that put Jesus to death recognized His true identity.

· The centurion’s confession of faith should challenge us to keep and profess our convictions, even when we are alone.

Today, we can profess our faith and know we are not alone;

· We have direct, immediate access to God the Father.

· We have the presence of God the Son.

· And God the Holy Spirit in our lives.

· With God clearly on our side, what defeat could possibly determine our value or our future?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Stand Victorious). Mark 16: 1, 5-7.
Listen to what the women saw when they entered the tomb.

Imagine you are a newspaper reporter … what are the five “W’s” of the story here?

Who

Mary Magdalene, Mary (mother of James), Salome

When

Early first day of week, after sunrise, Sabbath over

Where

on the way to the tomb and at the tomb

Why

going to anoint Jesus’ body

What

worried about moving stone



get there and find stone already moved



find a man dressed in white, but Jesus body is gone



told that Jesus is risen, go find him in Galilee, tell the disciples

Put yourself in their place … what would you have been talking about on the way?

· this is so sad

· how will we move the stone?
· will the guards bother us?
· now what will happen?
· say, where did the disciples go?

· do we have enough spices?
Why do you think God sent an angel?

· to tell them what had happened … it was not a grave robbery

· to give them instructions

· to prove the resurrection … see the place where He lay

If you were there with them, what questions might you have wanted to ask the angel?

· how did this happen?

· who are you, really?

· did you take Him somewhere?

· what happened to the guards?  How did the stone get rolled away?

· where is Jesus now?

· what do you mean, “risen”?

What kinds of things might an unbeliever ask about the empty tomb?

· how do we know it was the right tomb?

· how can you prove it wasn’t a grave robbery?

· was He really dead to start with … maybe just unconscious?

· where did He go?

· what was the point of dying, just to come alive again?

· how do we know He did come to life again?

We have considerable evidence from the recorded events that Jesus is alive … what evidence should we expect to see that Jesus is alive and  present within in the life of a believer?

· fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, patience, ….)

· a desire to read, apply, absorb God’s Word
· quick to share Jesus with others
· involved in Christian ministry
· speech free from off color comments, jokes, vocabulary
· generous with resources
· not self centered
Jesus issues each of us an invitation to serve Him;

· No sin, no failure, no neglect determines our value in God’s sight.
· We can stop living with memories of past failures.
· Those reminders are not from God.
· Each of us needs to start living the victorious life to which God has called us.
· We need to begin living that life today and “Stand Victorious.”
The Meaning of the Stones

“How did they get there?”  The question is a common reaction from people upon first seeing the circle of the stones at Stonehenge in England.  The upright stones weigh up to 40 tons!  How the prehistoric builders could raise the stones, and how they could put the horizontal “caps” in place, is still a source of speculation.

An equally relevant question is “why did they get there?”  Stonehenge is just one of several similar arrangements of stones spread across the plains of England.  It was once theorized that the monuments were prehistoric astronomical observatories.  More recently, researchers have found evidence that the complexes were ancient burial grounds and crude temples for the worship of deities.  People flock to the sites yet today to conduct pagan worship.
Compare those stones with the one that blocked the entrance to Jesus’ tomb.  That stone may still exist-somewhere.  Or it may have been broken down into smaller rocks centuries ago and scattered.  We don’t care!  That stone existed to be cast aside by the power of God so Jesus’ followers could see that the tomb was empty.

The continued presence of Stonehenge serves as mute testimony to the futility of idolatry.  The absence of the stone that sealed Jesus’ tomb serves as evidence for the truth of the Christian faith.  That stone is missing for our benefit.

Prayer:

Lord, help us to depend on You to face our struggles and experience victory.

We that You that our redeemer does live and that we shall live again.

Help us to be ready to experience new life as well as to live well in this one.
Note that all of these questions are great openings for you to give a witness for salvation
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