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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Discipleship: The Epic Adventure
 1st Week: How we are to fight fruitlessness in our lives in our service to God; we should fight worldly distractions, and fight with power through our faith in our Savior.
What this lesson is about: Jesus did battle during His earthly ministry and calls His followers to battle.  Our battle concerns the conflict between right and wrong-God’s way verses the ways of the world.  These battles include conflicts with earthly powers as well as the misunderstanding of biblical teaching and religious tradition.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be emboldened to stand for God’s ways in a godless culture.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Face-Off over Allegiances”; As victorious Christians, we should respect the proper authority and purpose of our governments, but give our ultimate allegiance to God.
2. “Face-Off over Priorities”; We must be aware of misplaced priorities and keep God as our number one priority.  Loving God is vitally connected to loving our neighbors and looking to their needs before our own.
3. “Face-Off with Hypocrites”; In order to be victorious Christians, we must confront hypocrisy in ourselves and in the church.
My dad is 89 years old and a veteran of World War II;

· He fought on the battlefields overseas to preserve our freedom.

· He still remembers the time he had to leave his family and loved ones to go serve our country.

· He made the decision to leave a “peaceful” life as a civilian to go engage as a soldier in warfare.

· To dad, doing “battle” for his country was worth the sacrifice of all risks involved.

· He first had to make the decision that he was willing to “fight” for what was good for our country.

As Christians, whether we realize it or not, are also in a battle;

· We are following our commander, Jesus.

· If your Christian life seems dull and boring to you.

· It may be because you have simply refused to fight.

· If you really embrace your faith, you will come into conflict with principles and forces that are a part of a godless culture.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Face-Off over Allegiances) Mark 12: 13-17.  Listen to the question they asked Jesus.

All of us have various “allegiances” in life;

· We’ve given allegiance to our country.

· To our families.

· To the companies that have employed us.

· Even to our favorite sports teams.

Let’s look at the two groups that were trying to “trap” Jesus;

· “The Pharisees” were religious in their outlook and purpose, devoting themselves to many hours of study.  They carefully applied the law to even the most minor points of daily life.

· The Pharisees did not like Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy.

· “The Herodians” were purely political.  They approved of Herod’s compromises with Rome.
· The Herodians feared that Jesus would cause more unrest in Judea.

· Both groups usually did not have anything to do with each other.

· But both groups had one thing in common, neither group liked Jesus or His ministry.

These two groups tried to put Jesus off His guard in several ways;

· They addressed him as “teacher”, acknowledging His standing as a rabbi. v14

· They complimented His insight, stating He was “truthful.” v14
· They affirmed His fairness for He would “defer to no one” nor “show partiality” as He taught “the way of God” in truth. v14

Their question to Him about whether it was lawful to pay taxes to Caesar was clever;

· Israel was an occupied country.

· They paid taxes to Rome.

· The Roman tax system was subject to corruption.
Notice they posed the question to Jesus in a yes/no format;

· If Jesus answered “yes”, He would lose popularity and credibility with the people.

· If He said “no”, He would run against the thinking of the Roman authorities.

Jesus was not fooled, “knowing their hypocrisy” v15;

· He knew that they were testing Him.

· He asked for a denarius (a typical day’s wage for a laborer).

· He asked them whose image and inscription was on the coin.

· Jesus knew that the image on the coin was that of Tiberius (the current emperor), and that his image showed his power over the people.

Jesus had turned the tables on both groups (Pharisees and Herodians);

· They had asked a question designed to trap Him.

· Jesus asked a question designed to trap them.

· They had no choice but to reply “Caesar’s.”

· Their question showed their “self-interests” and “wrong motives.”

As Christians we do not need to be torn between two allegiances;

· We can and must acknowledge the role of governing authorities.

· We should be loyal supporters of our country and our leaders.

· We should vote, pay taxes, and generally engage in the political process.

· We should honor our president and pray for him even if we didn’t vote for him.

· Some Christians get caught up in rude mockery when speaking of political leaders.

· Doing this does not honor God nor reflect Christ’s spirit.

Jesus’ gracious and clever response earned the respect of His enemies;

· “They were amazed.” v17

· To conduct yourself honorably with respect to governing leaders takes courage.

Think of how your actions are in dealing with allegiances;

· Do you lovingly confront people who ridicule elected leaders?

· Do you respectfully criticize positions taken by government leaders that are contrary to Scripture?

· Do you acknowledge that all creation falls under God’s sovereignty and practice good stewardship of your resources?

· Do you acknowledge that believers’ ultimate loyalty should always be to God and His Word?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Face-Off over Priorities) Mark 12: 28-31.  Listen for what Jesus says is most important in our lives.

Why did the teacher of the law come over to speak to Jesus? 

· heard Jesus debating v28
· liked Jesus answers v28
· thought Jesus might be an interesting debater or teacher

What was Jesus’ answer to what is the most important commandment?

· to know that Jehovah God is ONE v29
· to Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength v30
What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength?

· every part of your being puts God first

· your emotions, intellect, physical capabilities all participate in putting God first

· you get excited about knowing Jesus, your mind wants to know more, your physical strengths are used to praise and serve him

How can we practice the greatest commandment in everyday life?

· spend time getting to know God better

· talk to God, listen to God

· give of your resources to serve Him

· put Him at the top of your priorities … ahead of work, play, making money

How did the teacher of the law respond to Jesus’ answer?

· you’re right about the oneness of Jehovah v32 (not in our text)
· loving God with all your being is the most important, the most significant issue this is more important than all the sacrifices and offerings we give v33 (not in our text)
What modern-day religious practices would be like the burnt offerings and sacrifices to which the teacher of the law referred?

· tithing

· church involvement (music, teaching, serving on a committee)

· attending church 

Why is wholehearted love for the Lord more important than outward actions that Christians practice today?

· what Jesus said to the teacher is still true today

· loving God most of all, means putting Him first in your life

Jesus said the second most important commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself.  What do you think it means to “love your neighbor as yourself”?

· what you want for yourself, you want for your neighbor

· when you see the neighbor in need, you put yourself in his place and help to meet the need

What are some ways you can determine which is more apparent in your life – love for self or love for others?

· How you spend your resources … time, finances, energy?

· Who you think of to satisfy first … self or others?

· How much are you involved in church ministries?

God’s laws are not burdensome and can be reduced to two simple principles;

· Love God

· Love others

· These commands are from the Old Testament (Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18)

· These two commandments summarize all God’s laws.

· They should rule our thoughts, decisions, and actions.

· When we are uncertain about what to do, we should ask ourselves which course of action best demonstrates love for God and love for others.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Face-Off with Hypocrites) Mark 12: 38-40.  Listen to what Jesus told His teachers.

Religious “make-up” is one way we try to make ourselves appear highly devoted and pious;
· People have been using religious make-up ever since there has been religion.

· Jesus warned against this practice and illustrated how the scribes were some of the worst offenders. v38

Let’s look at the spiritual “make-up” in this text;

· Wearing “long robes” was a sign of being/looking religious. v38

· The scribes enjoyed “greetings in the marketplaces”, they were well known and respected. v38

· They often took “the front seats in the synagogues”, which were symbols of their importance. v39

· They took “the places of honor at banquets.” v39

· The “long prayers” were not in and of themselves wrong, but the motive behind them was not to address God but to impress men v40
The real problem arises when we compare these cheap exhibitions with the way scribes truly lived;

· To “devour widow’s houses” (v40) referred to their practice of taking financial advantage of people, particularly widows.

· Scribes were normally not wealthy and relied on the goodwill of the people.

· This system led some scribes to get more money out of unsuspecting women.

The greatest threat the church today faces regarding hypocrisy is;

· Not from anything outside of it.

· But from the poor behavior of people who belong to it.

· To profess one thing but act in another fashion causes our witness to be ineffective.

· Our most important commitment is to be on Monday through Saturday, the kind of person we claim to be on Sunday.

Jesus never backed away from a fight for spiritual integrity and truth;

· Neither should we.

· We are all caught in a daily battle between right and wrong.

· We each need to fight to live in a way that honors God.

· We need to let every thought, word, and action reflect God’s values.

Each of us needs to put a “spiritual mirror” in front of ourselves.

Are we wearing any “religious make-up”?

The Hazards of Hatred

It was a very old twelve-gauge shotgun, passed down through the family for three generations.  Its owner wouldn’t let anyone shoot the gun.  “It kicks so bad,” he said, “it can kill at both ends.”  No doubt that was not literally true of the old shotgun, but it is literally true of hatred.  It wounds the hater as much as the one hated.

Some time ago, newspapers reported that a terrorist in the Middle East had blown himself up with the bomb he intended for others.  If we allow ourselves to hate someone, we do him great harm; however, we do ourselves more harm.  Harry Emerson Fosdick said, “Hating people is like burning down your house to get rid of a rat.”

During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln once referred publicly to the people of the Confederacy as erring human beings, not as foes to be exterminated.  An older woman criticized him for speaking kindly of his enemies, when, according to her, he ought to be thinking of destroying them.  “Why, Madam,” said Lincoln, “do I not destroy my enemies when I make them my friends?”

Prayer:

Lord, help encourage us to fight for Your ways in this godless culture we live in.

Help us take off our “make-up” and live our lives consistent before You and others.

Teach us to love one another as You have loved us.

PAGE  
1

