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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Discipleship: The Epic Adventure
1st Week: How we are to fight fruitlessness in our lives in our service to God; we should fight worldly distractions, and fight with power through our faith in our Savior.
2nd Week: The Hero doing battle; how we are to “face-off” over allegiances, priorities, and hypocrites.
What this lesson is about: This lesson demonstrates how the disciples betrayed and abandoned Jesus even though they had expressed determination to remain faithful.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be on guard against spiritual weakness and practice spiritual disciplines.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Unaware of the Danger”; We must guard against the very real threat of spiritual over-confidence.
2. “Asleep in the Danger”; Service to others will help us be victorious Christians.
3. “Fleeing Danger”; We are victorious Christians when we stand up for Christ even in the face of fear or intimidation.
Think for a moment about some of the things you would say that “I would never do;”

· “I would never” perform open heart surgery (I’m not a doctor).

· “I would never” ride on the space shuttle (too chicken).

· “I would never” swim the English Channel (water too cold).
· I’m sure you have some of your own “I would never do’s.”

We find in our lesson today that Peter boasted about something that he also said that “he would never do;”

· He told Jesus that he would even die with Him.

· He failed to recognize the spiritual danger of such a boast.

· He underestimated the power of the temptation all Christians face to betray our faith.

In our discipleship we must guard against the dangers that lead to betraying Christ;

· None of us are immune to these temptations.

· They may be subtle, or our lack of spiritual discipline.

· When we give in to these subtle temptations, we are betraying Christ.

Betray (definition);

· To fail or desert, especially in time of need.

Which of the following best describes your perception of your spiritual faithfulness?

· Strong as an ox.

· Determined as a mule.

· Faithful as a dog.

· Flighty as a bird.

· Helpless as a kitten.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Unaware of the Danger) Mark 14: 27-31.

Listen to how many times Jesus told Peter he would betray Him.

The time of Jesus’ arrest, torture, and crucifixion was just hours away;

· One by one every earthly form of support fell away.
· The religious authorities confirmed their opposition to Him.

· The crowds at the gates would no longer cheer Him.

· The people would never again gather to hear His teaching.

· Even his “inner circle”, His trusted disciples, would run from Him.

· That last betrayal was certainly the most painful of all.
Jesus already knew that the disciples were about to fail their test;

· He told them “All of you will run away.” v27

· “Run away” means to stumble into a trap.

· Jesus, whom they had trusted, would soon become to them an embarrassment of fear and doubt.

The prophecy (v27) is from Zechariah 13:7;

· The disciples were about to lose their Leader.

· Even these men, as successful as they were, needed a leader.

· Without him they would not survive.

· Without a “shepherd…the sheep will be scattered.” v27

We never outgrow our need for leadership;

· Especially in spiritual matters.

· We can communicate, travel, and enjoy forms of recreation far beyond what could be imagined a century ago.

· People today appear to be more scattered and far less happy.

· All the physical and mental opportunities can never make up for the spiritual need we all have.

When Jesus spoke of His death, He included;

· The promise that He would be resurrected.

· His followers never seemed to grasp that point.

· No apostle was at the tomb first thing on the morning of His resurrection.
Jesus predicted Peter would “deny” Him three times within a few hours;
· Peter remained unconvinced.

· The challenge drove him to the more outrageous claim that he was willing to die with Jesus.

· All the others in the group claimed they, too, would do the same thing.

We cannot make it very far in life without sound commitments;

· What Peter and the disciples did really shows us the difference between a loud boast and solid deeds.

· Good intentions are fine.

· Verbal commitments are good.

· The path of real discipleship is finished with the will, by God’s grace, to see words become deeds and dreams become a changed life for Christ.

Our loud boasts about our commitments invites testing;

· Our battle is with spiritual forces of evil.

· If Satan can make us stumble, we likely will fall even further.

· We can always be certain that Satan will be there testing us.
Most of us “overestimate” our faithfulness;

· We also “underestimate” the spiritual challenges we face.

· Most Christians believe they would have done better than the disciples.

· Are we sure we are not like Peter in his overconfidence?

What is the solution?

· True discipleship is clothed in humility.

· We must be constantly aware of our dependence on Christ.

· As we grow older we find that we need Christ more now than ever.

· We need to beware of the dangers of overconfidence.

· We must fight daily to be more dependent on Christ.

Think for a minute about your own spiritual life.  Are there areas where you have made verbal commitments, but have failed to faithfully follow up on them?

· A commitment in the church?
· A commitment to a family member?
· A promise to a friend?
· A resolution to yourself?
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Asleep in the Danger) Mark 14: 32-34, 37-38.  Listen to what Jesus told His disciples.

This text should be very familiar to us;

· Our lesson back on Aug. 30th (Matthew 26: 36-38) was the same story.

· Our lesson that week was “Will You Remain Faithful?”

Jesus and the disciples next came to Gethsemane;

· An olive garden across the Kidron Valley east of Jerusalem.

· We all have a number of Gethsemanes in our lives.

· You may have received a diagnosis that shakes you to the core.

· A family member is in some kind of peril.

· Perhaps a strained relationship continues to keep you awake at night.

· We need to recognize how spiritually vulnerable we are during these times of testing and seek God’s strength as Jesus did.

Jesus told His disciples to “Sit here while I pray” v32;

· Jesus wanted companionship.

· He took Peter, James and John with Him.

· These three often served as His inner circle of intimate friends.

· Jesus went to this garden to pray to His Father.

· Jesus praying is the greatest reason all of us should pray.

· If the Son of God found prayer a comfort and spiritual resource, how can we hope to survive without regular and sincere prayer?
Prayer for Jesus bound Him even more closely to His Father;

· It enabled Him to know and do His will.

· God makes this vital spiritual resource available to us for the very same reasons.

· Prayer gives us confidence to do God’s will.

Jesus told the three disciples to “remain here and stay awake” v34;

· Unfortunately the disciples gave in to their own fatigue.

· Jesus returned and “found them sleeping.” v37

· “Couldn’t you stay awake one hour?”  

· He was not asking a lot out of them.

Commitment to daily disciplines of prayer and Bible study can have dozens of different distractions and obstacles;

· Speaking with and hearing from God requires discipline, sacrifice, and sometimes discomfort.

· Victorious Christian living requires sacrifice.

· A “busy” schedule or our lack of time to pray will often throw us off our stride.

· If we allow these distractions, we are falling into the same trap as the disciples.

· We are falling “asleep in the face of spiritual danger.”
May God help each of us “stay awake” with Jesus and pray for the things that are important to Him.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Fleeing Danger) Mark 14: 43, 48-50.

Listen to what the disciples did to Jesus in verse 50.

Jesus had finished praying;

· He received strength from God.

· He returned to find His disciples once again asleep.

Judas did not set out from the beginning to betray Jesus;

· When he first answered the call to discipleship he did so with a hope that the Messiah had come.

· Where did he go wrong?

· It happened gradually.

Step by faithless step, Judas wandered further and further from his commitment to Jesus;

· Up to the point that he was ripe for temptation.

· He ended up spiritually in a place he would never have dreamed possible.

· The subtle compromises he initially made eventually grew into outright betrayal.

The mob that accompanied Judas were Levites;

· The tribe God especially designated to serve Him was now involved in arresting His Son.

· Jesus was being treated “as though He were a criminal.” v48

· Jesus said back in verse 27 that “all deserted Him and ran away.”

If any of us were asked if we would betray Jesus we would certainly say “no”;

· But we have to be careful.

· Our dangers of doing so are more subtle.

· We have to be careful not to flee from challenges.

· Genuine faith means that we will not engage in some behaviors common within our society today, even among our friends.

The temptation is real to be silent when we should stand up for Christ;

· Do not be afraid that someone will think less of you for your faith.

· There are many that may be looking to you for a reason to believe.

The victorious Christian life is composed of the daily, steady discipline to;

· Stay close to Christ through prayer, Scripture, and daily practice of God’s presence.

· Be on your guard against any form of spiritual challenge and weakness.

· Doing so will make us faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

Choices
Mary Hutto was a very frugal woman but few knew her motivation for it.  This 1927 graduate of Western Kentucky University married and became an English teacher.  She and her husband had no children.  After he died in an auto accident in 1953, she never remarried.

When Mary’s father died in 1957, she began operating the family-owned boarding house near the university campus.  Her great appreciation for her alma mater moved her to do all she could for the students of the school.  To make as much space as possible available for university students, she lived in a makeshift cubicle, separated from the rest of the hallway by a sheet she hung there.

Mary Hutto saved her money and invested it carefully, in part because she was afraid she might not have enough for her old age.  It turned out that she did.  When she died in 2001 at the age of 95, she left her estate to her alma mater in the form of an endowment for scholarships.  The gift totaled three and a half million dollars!  Mary Hutto chose to live carefully, thus enabling her to bless the lives of others.

Scripture tells us that God’s judgment will evaluate each of us according to the “choices” we make in our lives.  Wise choices will bring rich rewards; foolish choices will be appropriately punished.  Which kind of choices are we making?  Are others being blessed by them?

Prayer:

Lord help us be on guard against spiritual weakness.

Help us to not be overconfident, but to be alert and spiritually awake.

Keep us from betraying, denying, or forsaking You.
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