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4th lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Hope
1st Week: “Making Your Case”; the importance of defending our faith and beliefs in Christ.  Defending our faith does not mean defensiveness but sharing with love and gentleness.
2nd Week:  “The Case For God’s Existence”; this lesson presented a case for the existence of God by showing the different ways He has made Himself known to us:  in nature, in His Word, in Jesus, and our own spiritual craving. 
3rd Week:  “The Case For God’s Love”; trusting a loving God in a world of suffering and evil.  We learned how to respond to those who question how a loving God can allow evil and suffering to exist.
What this lesson is about: This lesson helps adults understand that God not only exists but that He desires to be intimately involved in their lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Have hope by identifying ways God already is involved in your life and trusting Him with every aspect of your life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God is Personal and Present”; Because God is everywhere and in every situation we face, we can know He will guide and encourage us.
2. “God Guides and Provides”; Remembering how God has guided and provided in the past creates confidence for the present and future.
3. “God Stepped into History”; God’s involvement is supremely illustrated by Jesus’ coming to earth as a man and living among us.
Reflecting back on our lives is like reading a Bible written in Hebrew;

· You start at the back and read to the front.

· That’s how we understand God’s will in our lives.

· We go through a crisis or situation, and when we get to the end of it we finally understand how and why God allowed certain events to happen the way they did.
Psalm 139 in our 1st lesson text today declares that God is;

· Omniscient (all knowing).
· Omnipresent (present everywhere).
· He knows everything, and He is always with us.

· We cannot escape His presence nor can circumstances separate us from Him.

· His hand leads us and holds us.

As the Israelites prepared to enter Canaan (in our 2nd lesson text);

· Moses called them to remember how God led them in the wilderness.

· He told them that they should not allow their coming prosperity to cause them to forget God, the source of their blessings.

Paul challenged the Philippians to share the mind of Christ (in our last lesson text);

· Revealed in His coming to earth.

· Living a servant life.

· And dying for others-for which God highly exalted Him.

Today, there are a lot of people that believe in God;

· But many are not sure that He is really all that concerned about them.

We will also meet people that are struggling with their faith;

· People who acknowledge God’s existence.

· But have never taken a step of faith to commit to Christ because they are not sure that God really cares.

· Today’s lesson provides answers that underscore the ways God is involved in our lives;

· And invites doubters to trust Him with every aspect of life.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God is Personal and Present) Psalm 139: 7-10.  Listen to where we can find God as these verses are being read.

David asks two questions in verse 7 that many people today also ask;

· Where they can go to escape His spirit?

· Where they can go to flee from His presence?

· If God really does care then He must be present and active in substantial ways.

· Many people today have decided that God is real but not present in their lives.

· They would answer David’s two questions with examples from their own lives when they have felt lonely and isolated from God.

David’s answer to his two questions was that God is not only present but He is also personal;

· “You are there” v8.

· “Your right hand will hold on to me” v10.

· Not only was God present but He was personally involved in David’s life.

· Today, God also has continued to be involved in the life of every person to the degree that person trusts Him.

It answers the question, “Does God Care?”

· God speaks our language.

· He understands our struggles.

· He helps, guides, and blesses us in all circumstances of life.

· David was certain that wherever he went, God would “lead” and “hold on to” him v10.

· Today all believers can share that same confidence.

Today, no matter what we encounter in life;

· God is both personal and present.

· The Bible consistently affirms that God is always present, cares deeply, and is personally involved in our lives.

Some people today may acknowledge that God is personal and present;

· But they may feel unworthy.

· David was a king and a man after God’s own heart.

· David was also an adulterer and a murderer, but he was forgiven.

· God’s promise to be personal and present is a function of His character, not ours.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Guides and Provides) Deuteronomy 8: 2-5.  Listen to what God did to Moses and his nation as these verses are read.

The Book of Deuteronomy is;

· A collection of Moses’ sermons near the end of his life.

· This segment of Moses’ speech is summarized by the word “remember” v2.

· Faith in God requires a sharp eye to see His present blessings;

· And a sound memory to recall how He has guided and provided in the past.

The people were at the end of a “journey of 40 years in the wilderness” v2;

· We need to recall the reason for their wandering.

· God had led them to the Promised Land.

· He was prepared to lead them to possess it.

· Failure to trust in God’s power led the people to decline their opportunity.

· Instead of experiencing the full blessing of God’s purpose and plan for them;

· They wandered in the wilderness until the doubters had died away (Numbers 13:17-14:35).

Today, sometimes the barrier to seeing God’s guidance and provision is;

· Fear and doubt.

· The challenges are too daunting.

· People decide that they cannot step out on faith.

· Other times the problem is pride.

· They may decide to trust only in what they can see and hold in their hands.

· This self-determined life focuses on self and neglects to remember God.

Our faithful remembering highlights God’s provision for us in the past;

· No one can realistically look back over life and honestly come to the conclusion that God has not provided.

· God’s blessings are universal.

· All people benefit from our loving God.

Moses provided specific examples of God’s provision;

· He provided manna to eat v3.

· Clothing that did not wear out (remember it was 40 years!) v4.

· God even blessed them so that their “feet did not swell” v4.

Today, God blesses everyone;

· But only a few people take time to notice.

· Some people are aware and others are not.

· One of our tasks as Christians is to become aware of God’s presence and blessings.

· As apologists, one of our tasks is to help others to become aware.

The greatest challenge we face is when God doesn’t provide (at least yet) as a person wanted;

· Prayer for healing that does not come.

· For a financial problem that remains unresolved.

· For a strained relationship that remains unreconciled.

· All become exhibits for claims that God is distant and prayer is useless.

Any of us can fall into this trap;

· The Israelites did.

· God provided manna, and they soon became tired of it, longing for meat (Num. 11:4-6).
· They often professed to prefer bondage in Egypt to freedom and trust in God.

· They were living by the exceptions, “God has not provided the way I want, therefore, I doubt that God provides at all.”

· They focused on the exceptions instead of the blessings.

The tough times in life are a form of disciplining and underscore God’s ultimate purpose v5;

· He is always leading us to deeper waters of faith.

· God uses all of life to increase our faith.

· Including times of abundance and seasons of wandering.

· Moses used the facts of God’s provision as an invitation for the people to have greater faith.

· We can accept that same invitation.

· We can and should extend it to others.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Stepped into History) Philippians 2: 5-11.  Listen to how Jesus is described as these verses are being read.

Paul provides an illustration of what God did to become man;
· Paul’s affirmation of Jesus’ humanity also helps us make the case for God’s involvement in our lives.

· Because God stepped into history, He understands our situation perfectly and can help us in life.

Paul began by affirming Jesus’ full divinity;

· He existed “in the form of God” v6.

· A reference to His pre-incarnation.

· Jesus was fully God.

· Jesus was completely equal to and fully God.

Paul used several phrases to describe Jesus’ attitude to His divinity.

· He did not use it “for His own advantage” v6

· He sought only to do what pleased His Father while He walked the earth.

· The phrase “He emptied Himself” (of no reputation KJV) describes what Jesus did with His rights and power as God v7.

· By becoming man, Jesus took the form of a slave and took on the likeness of men v7.

We know through the incarnation that God becomes intimately involved in our lives;

· A person may inaccurately claim that God does not know what it is like to live as a human being.

· To be at the mercy of evil and temptation.

· And to endure suffering.

· God’s response was not in mere words but in sending His Son to live completely as one of us.

Today, we must make the case that Jesus was fully God and fully human;

· This way we defuse the objection that God is distant and uncaring.

· He cared so much that He came to us.

· He lived among us.

· And He died so that we might have life.

Jesus was humble, willing to give up His rights in order to obey God and serve people;

· Like Christ, we should have a servant’s attitude.

· We should serve out of love for God and for others.

· Not out of guilt or fear.

· We need to remember that we can choose our attitude.

· We can approach life expecting to be served;

· Or we can look for opportunities to serve others.

A Famous Name
A suburban homeowner got to thinking one day about all the people who served him who were not really known to him.  He didn’t know the name of the policeman, the fireman, the man who delivered his newspaper, or the man who picked up his trash.  He decided to remedy that; so one day he stopped the garbage man and introduced himself.  The garbage man did likewise and said, “My name is Albert Einstein.”

The man responded, “That’s a very famous name.”

And the trash collector replied, “Well, it should be.  I’ve been collecting the trash in this community for the past 20 years!”

No name is more widely know than the name of Jesus.  No name is more honored than the name of Jesus.  Even many who do not believe His claims pay a certain amount of homage to His name and His character.  In Jesus’ day the name Jesus was as common a name as John or Joe is to us today.  Jesus took an ordinary name and gave it extraordinary significance.

Is this not what Jesus has done for us?  He has taken our ordinary, commonplace lives and given them extraordinary meaning.  He loved us when we were dead in our sins and died “the death of the cross” for us.  His name deserves to be remembered, honored, and praised-by our words and by our lives.

Prayer:

Lord help us to find ways to thank You for our salvation.
We thank You for being involved in our lives.

Help us to be open to what You want us to do in and through You.
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