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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Confident Living in Difficult Times 
1st Week: “Faith Under Fire”; Regardless of our circumstances believers have a living hope that cannot be taken away.  We have the resources to continue living holy lives.  All of us should live a life of confident faith regardless of our circumstances.
2nd Week:  “Ready For Action”; Peter spelled out the impact our future hope should have on our conduct, even when we are going through difficult times.
3rd Week:  “Relationships Under Stress”; This lesson presented biblical instructions for maintaining right relationships during times of difficulty and stress.
What this lesson is about: In this lesson, Peter set down principles that should guide Christians to develop a resolve to remain clearheaded, disciplined in prayer, and to ultimately stay the course in the face of suffering.
How this lesson can impact your life: Change your perspective on difficulties by strengthening your resolve to remain focused on Christ in spite of suffering.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Live in Light of the End” 1Peter 4: 1-2, 7-11; We can stay the course by keeping in mind that this world will end and eternity with Christ awaits.  We can stay the course by following Christ’s example of resolving to do God’s will regardless of the cost.
2. “Endure Suffering with Joy” 1Peter 4:12-16; We can view “fiery ordeal(s)” as normal for those staying the course.  We can stay the course by rejoicing in our sufferings for Jesus’ sake.
3. “Prepare for God’s Judgment” 1Peter 4: 17-19; We can glorify God by staying the course during persecution for being Christians.  We can stay the course by trusting our faithful Creator to see us through.
Our lesson topic today tells us to “Stay The Course”

· A couple celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.

· One of them had trouble remembering family and friends names.

· That person was in early stages of Alzheimer’s.

· Both were Christians.
· One became the caregiver of the other, living each day by their faith in God.

· They refused to surrender to self-pity or despair.

· The caregiver’s focus on Christ gave a positive view of difficulties and helped them “Stay the Course” as a faithful follower of Christ.

Think for a moment of some times of suffering you have had in your lives where your faith has been tested.

· Sometimes Christians may be tempted to question their commitment to God or give up when they face suffering.

· Today’s lesson encourages us to indeed “stay the course.”

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Live in Light of the End) 1Peter 4: 1-2, 7-11.  Listen to how we are to carry out God’s will in our lives as these verses are being read.

To stay the course in being faithful to Christ when doing so is stressful;

· We can keep in mind that this world is not all there is!

· Peter reminded readers “the end of all things is near” v7

· Keeping that awareness helps us maintain proper perspective on our experiences in this life.

Following Christ often involves a degree of suffering and sacrifice.

· Peter knew firsthand that “Christ suffered in the flesh” as the cost of doing His Heavenly Father’s will.

· Jesus never whined about God not protecting Him from flack received for doing what God told Him to do.

· He expected it and was ready for it.

· Peter advised:  “equip yourselves also with the same resolve” v1.

The word for equip (arm KJV) was used in the sense of arming oneself with the appropriate weapon or tool;

· We need to be armed with the determination Jesus displayed when He went to the cross in obedience to His Father.

· He was totally committed to pleasing the Father regardless of the consequences.

· This kind of resolve will equip us to stay the course, rather than drop out.

Because our time is limited, we are to carry out God’s will in some specific ways;

· 1st We are to be “serious and disciplined” v7

· Believers are not to be mentally lazy, easily distracted, distressed, or frightened.

· Neither fearfulness nor undisciplined busyness is conducive “for prayer” v7

· Let’s rest our hearts in God’s Word and give prayer a prominent place in our daily lives.

· 2nd We carry out God’s will by giving top priority to love;

· “Since love covers a multitude of sins” v8

· This idea of covering includes not broadcasting the sins of others.

· We all are experts at spotting “the speck in (our) brother’s eye” (Matt. 7:3).

· With humility, we are to help that brother, not to gossip about him.

· 3rd We do God’s will by being “hospitable to one another without complaining” v9

· Hospitable translates literally as “friendly to strangers”

· “One another’ of course refers to believers.

· 4th We do God’s will by using our spiritual gifts “to serve others” v10

· God wants us to be “good managers of His varied grace” v10, meaning the grace gifts He has given each believer.

· He chose what gifts to give each of us, and He intends for us to use them to fulfill particular purposes He has in mind.

Peter gave a couple of examples of how to use gifts:

· 1- “If anyone speaks (his speech) should be as one who speaks God’s words” v11

· In preaching, teaching, or personal witnessing, our words confidently should present God’s truth, not our speculations or opinions.

· 2- “If anyone serves, (his service) should be from the strength God provides” v11
· On our own we are incapable of glorifying God with any form of service.

· We must depend on God’s strength as we serve others in love.

· This requires a close daily walk with Him.

The ultimate aim for living according to God’s will;

· Is “so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything” v11

· Our relationship with Christ is the basis of any act of Christian service.

· “To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever”, not to us who serve Him.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Endure Suffering with Joy) 1Peter 4: 12-16.  Listen to what we are to rejoice in as these verses are being read.
In this passage, Peter gives three charges to believers;
· 1st Not to “be surprised by any fiery ordeal (trial KJV) v12

· Peter had in mind ordeals such as being “ridiculed for the name of Christ”

· Most of us probably have suffered little more than verbal abuse.

· God uses believers’ sufferings as a test.

· When we suffer for living out our faith, remaining true to Christ proves our faith is real.

· 2nd Is to “rejoice when we share in Christ’s sufferings” v13

· When we suffer because of our identification and devotion to Him, Jesus taught we are to rejoice because our reward is great in Heaven, and we are in good company.

· Peter added another reason-“so that you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of His glory”

· At Christ’s return, we will rejoice that all our suffering is over.

· 3rd When people revile us “for the name of Christ, we are to glorify God in having that name” v16

· We take Christ’s name by being called Christians.

· Our faithfulness under fire glorifies God.

Why do you think Peter said we “should not be ashamed” if we suffer for our faith?

· Shame is a natural human response to ridicule or rejection.

· Standing on Christian principles can bring a ton of problems crashing down on us.

· When that happens, some people seek to shame us by criticizing us as foolish and unrealistic.

Rather than be ashamed;

· We are to “glorify God in having that name”

· Matthew 5:16; “Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.”

· We glorify God by continuing to do “good works” in the face of suffering and opposition.

· We glorify God by forgiving those who mistreat us as Christians and by treating them with kindness.

· We glorify God by seizing any opportunity to help them.

· Our good works toward them testify to the positive difference God has made in our lives through Christ.

God never deserts us when the world dumps its garbage on us;

· Realizing God is glorified by our steady walk with Him.

· Even though it may bring ridicule or worse.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Prepare for God’s Judgment) 1Peter 4: 17-19.  Listen to the questions Peter asks as these verses are being read.

Another way to “stay the course” is to get ready for God’s judgment;

· “For the time has come for judgment” v17 signals this is no time to piddle with the trivial.

· The Lord’s judgment already is being administered to “God’s household”, to believers’ v17.

So if God’s own people, who already are redeemed, face judgment;

· “What will the outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God?” v17

· “Disobey” is an ongoing process of willfully rejecting the good news of God’s salvation through Christ.

If God’s people face judgment;

· What indeed will be the end of the ungodly person who cares nothing for God?

· Or the sinner who violates His law?

· Other Scriptures reveal they will spend a hopeless eternity suffering.

Since God’s judgment is a present reality, what should we be doing?

· When obeying God causes trouble for us, Satan tries to plant doubts in our minds about God’s faithfulness.

· He wants us to take an easier path, to quit rather than stay the course.

· God is sovereign over all.

· He is still faithful to His Word and His people.

· He may will our suffering at times in order to accomplish His purposes for us and through us.

At times Satan may gain the momentum against us;

· We can be so battered by worldly influences and make so many wrong choices that we feel like giving up.

· We need to hang in there!

· Listen to the Lord’s words given to us through Peter.

· To follow Christ’s example of selfless service according to God’s will.

· We need to “stay the course!”

Objects of Persecution?

We live in a culture that is becoming ever more secular.  In that light, it is easy for Christians to think they are objects of persecution, even though that may not be the case.  It is all too easy to take comfort in the belief that we are being “persecuted for righteousness’ sake,” when actually we are being called on the carpet justly because of our own failings.

A man a few years ago thought he was being harassed by the management of his factory because he witnessed about his faith to others at work.  He claimed he was being persecuted because he was a Christian.  Actually, that was not true.  Yes, he was a Christian; and yes, he did witness about his faith while he was at work.  The problem was that he often would leave his machine and go over to other employees to talk about his faith.  It was not his Christian conversation that was the problem.  In fact, he was stealing production time from his employer.  He also was interfering with the work of other employees so they were not giving their full time to the employer either.
Rather than being persecuted for his faith, he actually was being reprimanded for being a busy-body.  Other workers resented his interference, and the management disliked it as well.  Rather than exemplifying the innocent persecuted Christian of verse 16, he represented the negative behavior of verse 15.  Are you guilty of this?

Prayer:

Lord, when we suffer for our faith, may we take comfort in our sharing of the sufferings of Your Son.

May we always trust You and always obey You.

May we always remain faithful regardless of circumstances we may encounter.
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