November 13, 2011                              Stand for the Lord                                          #234                                                                                                                        
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Make Your Life Count   
1st Week: “Accept The Call” We examined the call of Moses at the burning bush and the principle that God has a calling for each of us.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson examines Moses’ intercession for the Israelites when they committed idolatry and his passion for the Lord’s holiness.
How this lesson can impact your life: Pray lovingly for those involved in sin, and yet take a stand against their sin.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Intercede on Behalf of Others” Exodus 32: 7-14; God will give us the courage to stand for our convictions.  Believers need to pray on behalf of others.
2. “Confront the Sin” Exodus 32: 15-20; Even if the entire world endorses sinful behavior, believers must stand our ground on righteousness.
3. “Call for a Return to God” Exodus 32: 25-26; When one person takes a public stand for what is right, others often find motivation to do the same.  Believers proclaim and serve as ministers of reconciliation.
At the end of last week’s lesson;

· Moses tried to avoid God’s call to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

· But when Moses did accept the call, his ordinary life was transformed in amazing ways.

· God gave him the courage to stand before Pharaoh.

· God gave him the strength to lead the Israelites in haste out of Egypt.

· God also led Moses back to Mount Sinai where the Israelites would make a life-changing covenant with God.

In today’s lesson;

· Moses again stood boldly for the Lord

· This time against the idolatrous sin of the Israelites.

· He also interceded on their behalf.

Today’s lesson is important because there are at least 3 ways believers can respond to the sin of others;

· One approach is to be concerned about sin but do nothing more than just pray about it.

· Because we are afraid of being blamed for “judging” others, we tend to leave the situation in God’s hands and never confront the wrong actions.

· The opposite approach is to be rightfully displeased with sin but confront it in an unloving and self-righteous manner.

· The best approach is to maintain a proper balance between prayerfully seeking God’s mercy and love toward those who sin and standing publicly against the sin with a righteous indignation that honors the holiness of God.

Our 1st Scripture text is Exodus 32: 7-14 (Intercede on Behalf of Others):
HCSB7 The LORD spoke to Moses: "Go down at once! For your people you brought up from the land of Egypt have acted corruptly. 8 They have quickly turned from the way I commanded them; they have made for themselves an image of a calf. They have bowed down to it, sacrificed to it, and said, 'Israel, this is your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt. ' " 9 The LORD also said to Moses: "I have seen this people, and they are indeed a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave Me alone, so that My anger can burn against them and I can destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." 11 But Moses interceded with the LORD his God: "LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people You brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and a strong hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'He brought them out with an evil intent to kill them in the mountains and wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from Your great anger and change Your mind about this disaster [planned] for Your people. 13 Remember that You swore to Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel by Yourself and declared to them, 'I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky and will give your offspring all this land that I have promised, and they will inherit [it] forever. ' " 14 So the LORD changed His mind about the disaster He said He would bring on His people.

Moses had been on Mount Sinai for 40 days and nights receiving the stone tablets containing the law and the commandments;

· The Israelites didn’t know what had happen to him v1 (not in text).

· He had been their visible contact with an invisible God.

· They wanted a visible representative and ordered Aaron (Moses’ brother) to make a substitute.

Instead of waiting for Moses;

· The Israelites “acted corruptly and made for themselves an image of a calf” v7-8

· When they bowed down and sacrificed to it and declared, “This is your God” v8

· They rejected the true Deity who had brought them out of Egypt.

God told Moses the Israelites had sinned in four ways;

· 1st They had bowed down to it (worshiped)

· 2nd They sacrificed to it (believed that it could bless or curse and needed to be appeased).

· 3rd They declared “This is your God” (broke the first and second commandments).

· 4th They claimed that it was the god who brought them up from the land of Egypt (attributed God’s mighty, saving acts to an idol).

God issued Moses a four-part test in v10;

· 1. If you leave Me alone

· 2. My anger can burn against Israel

· 3. I can destroy them

· 4. Then I will make you into a great nation.

How would Moses respond to such an offer?

· Moses chose to pray.

· He interceded with the Lord his God v11

· “Intercede” carries the idea of pleading for compassion or assistance.

In his prayer, Moses offered three arguments why God should not destroy Israel;

· 1st Moses appealed to God’s past action.

· God had brought Israel out of the land of Egypt with great power and a strong hand v11.

· Destroying Israel at this point would nullify the miraculous expression of God’s divine power.

· 2nd Moses appealed to God’s consistent character.

· The Egyptians would say with great delight that Yahweh was fickle.

· He brought them out with an evil intent to kill them in the mountains and wipe them off the face of the earth v12.

· 3rd Moses appealed to God’s promises.

· Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel v13

· God had promised the patriarchs offspring and land.

This was not an eloquent prayer, but it was sufficient;

· It was enough for the Lord to relent concerning the disaster He said He would bring on His people v14.

· The word “relented” can mean to be moved by compassion.

· God did not want to destroy Israel in the first place.

· But He did want Moses to intercede.

Today believers can intercede on behalf of others;

· By taking part in a challenging prayer initiative for the lost and unreached.

· Our prayers need not be eloquent or public.

· They can make a difference with God.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Exodus 32: 15-20 (Confront the Sin):

HCSB15 Then Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides—inscribed front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was God's writing, engraved on the tablets.17 When Joshua heard the sound of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a sound of war in the camp."18 But Moses replied: It's not the sound of a victory cry and not the sound of a cry of defeat; I hear the sound of singing! 19 As he approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses became enraged and threw the tablets out of his hands, smashing them at the base of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf they had made, burned [it] up, and ground [it] to powder. He scattered [the powder] over the surface of the water and forced the Israelites to drink [the water].

Realizing that God had relented on destroying Israel;

· Moses turned and went down the mountain v15

· He carried the two tablets of the testimony in his hands v15

· These tablets were the physical representation of the covenant between God and Israel.

These tablets were also the work of God v16;

· The writing was God’s writing.

· The words were engraved on the tablets by the very finger of God.

· They contained the law and the commandments that God had written and given to Moses for the instruction of the Israelites (Ex. 24: 12

Coming down the mountain;

· Moses seemingly met Joshua at the point where he had earlier left him v13.

· They were close enough to hear the noise of the people as they shouted v17.

When Moses saw the calf and the dancing v19;

· He became fully aware of the sin and degradation into which the people had fallen.

· Moses became enraged and threw the tablets out of his hands v19.

Three points should be understood about Moses’ response;

· 1st Moses burned with anger.

· Not a rash, impetuous fit of rage.

· It was righteous anger.

· Moses was jealous to confront the sin of Israel and to hold them accountable.

· 2nd Moses cast the tablets out of his hands.

· Breaking the tablets was an important symbolic act to signify the breaking of the covenant with God.

· 3rd Moses smashed to tablets at the base of the mountain.

· He deliberately broke the tablets at a public place, before their very eyes.

· To show the people that they had broken the covenant with god.

Verse 20 points out that Moses did several things in quick succession;

· He seized the calf the Israelites had made.

· Burned the image up

· And ground it to powder.

· He scattered the powder into the stream that came down from the mountain.

· He forced the Israelites to drink it.

Our last Scripture text is Exodus 32: 25-26 (Call for a Return to God):

HCSB25 Moses saw that the people were out of control, for Aaron had let them get out of control, so that they would be vulnerable to their enemies. 26 And Moses stood at the camp's entrance and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, [come] to me." And all the Levites gathered around him.
After scattering the dust of the destroyed calf over the water;

· Moses turned to interview Aaron in order to ascertain what happened.

· What he learned was not good.

· Aaron had been an ineffective leader and had bowed to the whims of the people.

Moses saw that the people were out of control v25;

· The people and Aaron did not see properly

· But God and Moses understood the real implications of worshiping the golden calf and what needed to happen to restore the covenant.

· Aaron had allowed them to get out of control v25.

Moses had seen firsthand the disobedience of the Israelites;

· He needed to call the people to return to God

· But he needed help.

· He stood at the camp’s entrance and issued a famous appeal.

· “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me” v26

· His was a call to affirm Israel’s covenant relationship with God and to stand to confront the sin of rebellion.

The Levites responded;

· Not just a few, but all the Levites gathered around Moses v26.

· Responding to Moses’ call was a defining moment for the Levites.

· By following the commandment of God to destroy the idolaters

· They gave evidence of their devotion to Yahweh

· And confirmed their appropriateness to function as the priestly tribe of Israel.

The Results of Patience

Although Scripture acknowledges the value of patience, this trait is often lacking.  Christians are not immune to this problem.   However, at times God’s people have shown great patience (and its companion virtue, perseverance).  The great cathedrals of Europe are a testimony to this fact.

Generation after generation took part in erecting these striking houses of worship.  Many who helped had no hope that they would ever see the finished results of their efforts.  Construction of the cathedral in Cologne, Germany, began in 1248.  One of the church’s towers had reached only one-third of its ultimate height 200 years later.  After 300 years, the roof still had only a board covering.  The building was completed in 1880, over 600 years after the foundation was laid!
The people Moses was leading had no such patience.  Moses had been on the mountain six weeks when they began clamoring for a different god who would satisfy their longings immediately.  So, which are we more like:  the Israelites or the cathedral builders?  When change in the church, society, or even our personal lives is not moving at the pace we think it should, we need to remember what Israel’s impatience led to!

Prayer:

Lord provide us strength for all present to obey You and take a stand whenever called upon to do so.

Help us hate sin but love the sinner.
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