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1st lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Jesus
During the next 5 weeks we will be called upon to build a case for Jesus;

· We will learn the facts in Scripture that prove the supremacy of Jesus and His gospel over all other religions and cults.

· The danger faced by older adults who have walked with God for many years is to take their faith for granted.

Today’s Lesson:  “Sin IS a Big Deal”; when we understand the reality, the true nature, and the consequences of sin, we realize the need for a Savior.

October 10:  “Why Good Isn’t Good Enough”; When it comes to a relationship with God, the word good can be very misleading.  We give it shades of meaning based on what we think is good.  Only one standard exists, and that is the righteousness of God.

October 17:  “What’s So Different About Jesus?”; Today, many people see Jesus as a good man whose teachings are worthy of consideration.  That is not enough.  He possessed unequaled authority and power to perform miracles and to overcome death.

October 24:  “Jesus the One and Only”; The truth about Jesus that offends most people today is that only through faith in Him can one know God and receive eternal life.

October 31:  “Making Sense of Faith”; The faith that makes it possible to know God must go beyond an intellectual understanding of facts to center on Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the world. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the reality and consequences of sin.
How this lesson can impact your life: Make the case for Jesus based on the reality and consequences of sin.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Sin Defined”; Sin is basically unbelief that manifests itself in acts of rebellion against God.
2. “Sin’s Consequences”; Sin always has consequences; sometimes the consequences can be devastating, not only to the guilty party but to others as well.
3. “Everyone Sins”; Adam’s sin passed sin and death down to the entire human race (Jesus Christ excepted).
Throughout history people have found ways to “call evil good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20);

· Today, many find their justification in a view called moral relativism.

· This view denies that there are objective moral standards, only subjective ones.

According to this philosophy, what is right or wrong is determined by;

· Where you are.

· Who you are with.

· And what you want to do.

· Moral relativism is just another form of sin in which people make poor choices.

· It is selfish.

· It holds to the saying, “If it feels good, it’s all right.”

· Eve yielded to just such an appeal by the tempter in today’s lesson.

Scripture provides the only answer that explains how sin and death are universal;

· Adam and Eve disobeyed God and brought sin and death on themselves and all their offspring.

· People will not and cannot believe in Jesus for salvation until they first understand that they need to be saved.
· People cannot be saved until they realize they are lost.

· This lesson focuses on the reality and consequences of sin.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Sin Defined) Genesis 3: 1-6.  Listen to what the serpent said to Eve as these verses are being read.
The serpent appeared suddenly after the good events of Genesis chapters 1 and 2;

· He is introduced as being “more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made” v1

· He was a created, not an eternal being.

· He was/is an evil being.

· The actions of the serpent show that he was or represented the being later called Satan or the Devil.

· The serpent functioned as a “tempter” who sought to lead the first man and woman to disobey God.

The serpent began by asking Eve a question;

· “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden?”

· He focused only on the prohibition of the one tree.

· The tempter ignored all the beauty and bounty of the garden.

· He told Eve to see the desirability of the one forbidden tree.

Verses 2-3 show Eve taking the bait offered by the tempter (serpent);

· She was beginning to see the trees the way the serpent wanted her to see them.

· She acknowledged God’s gift of the garden;

· But she omitted the words “every” and “freely.”

Seeing her vulnerability, the serpent moved from subtle insinuations to outright lies in verse 4;

· He said, “Ye shall not surely die.”

· God clearly had said that those who ate the forbidden fruit would die.

· Satan’s contradiction of what God said left Eve with a choice to make.

· Who would she believe, God or the serpent?

The tempter went from a lie to an accusation against God’s motives v5;

· The tempter claimed that God made this restrictive rule because He knew that eating the fruit from this tree would make people wise as gods.

· He was saying that the knowledge of good and evil was the kind of knowledge that God has.

· It was something that would enable Adam and Eve to find fulfillment;

· But God was withholding it from them.

The tempter used three strategies on Eve;

· An insinuating question v1

· A lie v4.

· And a questioning of God’s motives v5.

Eve was hooked by the serpent’s crafty temptations in verse 6;

· She looked at the tree she saw three things about it that made it so desirable.

· It was good for food.

· It was pleasant to the eyes.

· It was to be desired to make one wise.

· As a result she did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Where was Adam while Eve talked with the serpent?

· We don’t know.

· But he knew enough about the conversation to join Eve in making a decision to sin against God.

People often fail to recognize the seriousness of sin;

· Some see eating the forbidden fruit as a crime no bigger than picking some kind of fruit from a neighbor’s tree.

· They ask, “What’s the big deal?”

· It was confined to stealing a piece of fruit from someone who had plenty.

This misses the whole point of the act;

· Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s instructions and commands.

· This was done in order to become like gods.

· God tried to make them aware that this choice of trees was really a choice about their relationship with God.

· Their action was a sin against God, thus a sin against love.

· They chose the way of death and rejected the way of life.

· It was an act of selfishness that showed they doubted God’s love.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Sin’s Consequences) Genesis 3: 16-19, 24.  Listen to what God told Adam and Eve as these verses are being read.

God’s response to the disobedience of Adam and Eve was a series of judgments that included severe consequences;

· Their attempts to play “pass the buck” failed.

· Eve blamed the serpent.

· Adam blamed first the woman and then God (v12-13 not in our text).

· But God held them both personally responsible for their actions.

God began with the woman (Eve);

· “I will intensify your labor pains; you will bear children in anguish” v16.
· God determined that this time of joy would also be a time of great physical difficulty.

· Women have been able to testify to the reality of God’s judgment for thousands of years now.

· God’s second judgment on the woman deals with her relationship to her husband.

· “Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will dominate you” v16.

· The disobedience placed strife between them that has to be overcome through hard work, mainly by overcoming their own natural selfishness.

God then turned to Adam, pointing out that he had;

· Listened to his wife’s voice instead of God’s when he ate from the tree v17

· God’s judgment on Adam was that “the ground is cursed because of you.”

· The ground would turn against humans in their attempts to grow crops.

· Attaining food would remain a struggle.

· “You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow until you return to the ground” v19.

God’s judgments demonstrate the far-reaching consequences of sin;

· The world is in chaos because of sin.

· Even the most civilized cultures show evidences of sin and depravity.

· Sin produces guilt, estrangement from loved ones, and separation from God.

This separation is seen in the next judgment for the first couple;

· “He drove man out, and stationed cherubim with a flaming whirling sword to guard the way to the tree of life” v24.

· The garden had been their home where they had fellowship with God.

· Now they were banished from it because they had eaten the forbidden fruit.

· Clearly sin always has consequences.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Everyone Sins) Romans 5: 12-14.  Listen to what Paul says about sin as these verses are being read.

Paul confirmed the entrance of sin into the world through Adam;

· Adam’s sin passed sin and death to every subsequent generation.

· All human beings have sinned and all face the penalty of death (Romans 3:23, 6:23).

· We are all aware of our own wickedness.

· We can’t trust each other so laws have to be in place to help keep sin in check.

Paul discussed human sin by going back to its origin;

· Why are all people sinners?

· Because Adam sinned and passed that sinfulness down to his ancestors.

· Because of Adam’s sin, human sin is universal (Jesus being the only exception).

Paul explained that “sin was in the world before law” v13;

· Many centuries passed from Adam to Moses.

· People sinned against God during that time.

· The difference between sin before and after the giving of the law is a subtle one.

· “Sin is not charged to one’s account when there is no law” v13.

· This means that no record is kept when no laws are broken;

· But God’s will was still violated before the law was given.

· Example:  Cain’s murder of his brother Abel was a sin despite the absence of the 6th commandment.

Adam’s sin passed sin on to the entire human race;

· “Evil over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam’s transgression” v14.

· Paul’s point is that God did not give everyone the chance to resist eating the forbidden fruit in the same way Adam had.

· Had you or I been there, we would have done the same thing he did.

The reality of sin became clearer when God gave the law through Moses;

· But the law did not provide a remedy for sin.

· Only Jesus Christ, through His death and resurrection, provides that for us.

· Since all people have sinned, all people need Jesus as Savior.

Sin is rebellion against God;

· It says God is irrelevant.

· It claims that God doesn’t even exist.

· It promotes universal salvation regardless of what one believes.

· God has provided the only remedy in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Eating The Wrong Food
During the Christmas shopping season in 1996, one of the most popular toys was a battery-powered Cabbage Patch Snack Time Kid doll.  Unlike the ordinary Cabbage Patch doll that had been sold for years, this new version was able to “eat” a variety of fake foods that came with it.

However, the Snack Time Kid turned out to have an appetite for food that it wasn’t supposed to eat, sometimes with unfortunate results.  After the gifts were unwrapped on Christmas morning, several children across America found that a stray lock of their hair “tasted” just as good to the Kid as the fake food it was supposed to “eat.”  One Kid even chewed the hair out of the scalp of a little girl, and because there was no “On-Off” switch, the doll had to be dismantled to free the child.

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, ate some food that brought even more disastrous results.  Their simple act of taking a bite of the proverbial “apple” (although the specific fruit is not mentioned) had a disastrous effect on them and all who have followed them.  With their sin came a dismantling of their paradise.  Toil and suffering became a part of the human condition, not to mention the loss of intimate fellowship with God.
Human experience ever since that day so long ago confirms the truth that our Designer knew what He was doing when He warned Adam and Eve against eating the “forbidden fruit.”

Prayer:

Lord we beg You to forgive us for our sins.

Help us to be obedient to You and to tell others about Your saving grace.
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