January 18, 2009                                 Show Fresh Respect                                           #87                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Do You Need A Fresh Start?
1st Week:  “Gain Fresh Perspective”; appreciating God’s greatness revealed in His created universe, obeying God’s perfect instruction to us thru His Scriptures; seeking His forgiveness.
2nd Week:  “Discover Fresh Hope”; Understanding our Soul’s deep desires; depending on God’s faithful love; and following God’s light and truth
What this lesson is about:  God wants people to show godly respect for all human life from conception to natural death.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Understand that being made in God’s image means human life is sacred, and decide on ways you will show fresh respect for human life.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Recognize Life Is a Gift”; Children are special gifts from the Lord. 
2. “Beware of Self-Centeredness”; Self-centeredness opens the door to all kinds of sinful attitudes and actions. 
3. “Accept Accountability for One Another”; Knowing that God holds us accountable for the way we treat other human beings can motivate us to take personal responsibility for others. 

4. “Turn to the Lord”; Turning to the Lord enables us to have fresh respect for the sanctity of human life.
I have a very old baseball program I received back in the 1950’s from Yankee Stadium.
· It is valuable to me because as a young boy I was with my father on that trip, and the program reminds me of the fond memories I had with my father.

· I treat this program with respect, I have it in a plastic protective sleeve

· I have it stored in a safe place, away from harm.

Today’s  lesson is about human life.

· It matters how we treat all people around us

· How we handle issues of life and death

· How we “respect” human life

Let’s see who in the class has:

· the most brothers

· the most sisters

· the most grandkids

· the most great-grandkids

· the newest grandkid!!!

Today we want to look at our relationships and our respect one to another;

· what God intended

· what sin ruined

· what God can restore

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Recognize Life Is a Gift) Genesis 4: 1-2.

Listen for biblical principles of family relations illustrated or implied.

Consider how each of these personalities came into being:

· Adam: created from dust of the earth, God breathed life into him

· Eve:  made from one of Adam’s ribs

· Cain, Abel : life created by sexual union, procreation

Compare and contrast the beginning of life for the parents, the children.

	Different start of life
	Same start of life

	Adam and Eve: God initiated

Cain, Able: parents initiated
	For all of them (and for us):
   it is ultimately God who gives life


( The family is God's design and God's plan.

In verse 1 we see with whom life begins;

· “I have gotten a man from the Lord” said Eve.

· Even though Adam and Eve strayed from God’s plan, God enabled them to fulfill His purposes for them.

· Eve’s statement about the Lord helping her conceive reminds us that God is the ultimate source of all human life.

· For that reason, we can rest assure that every person has value to God

Let’s look at the four different types of relationships demonstrated in these two verses;
· Husband/wife

· Human/God

· Parent/child

· Sibling/sibling

Our families indeed influence our lives; 
· training – practical, spiritual

· attitudes towards people, towards God

· demonstration, modeling of a lifestyle, mindset, worldview

· even physical health – proper diet, exercise, environment

Parenting is an act of faith;
· the more we know, the more we realize it’s a miracle to get a healthy baby

· seems to be no guarantee of how a child will turn out

· seems like anything can happen to a child – from illness, to accidents, to ending up with bad friends or sorry school teachers

· the world today is a very scary place into which to bring children

· it takes faith in God to have the right things happen in the life of a child

( A right relationship with God is the foundation of all human relationships and respect for human life.

How should the truth that God is the Author of all life impact our view of?
· a mass murderer

· a severely handicapped child

· a long time comatose patient

· a homosexual with AIDS

· an unborn baby

· every one of the above mentioned has great value to God

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Beware of Self-Centeredness) Genesis 4: 3-8.  Listen for a contrast in Cain’s and Abel’s relationships with the Lord.

Let’s see what’s different about the two brothers;
	Cain
	Abel

	· worked as a farmer

· brought “some of the fruits of the soil” as an offering

· God did not look with favor on Cain and his offering

· responded with anger, downcast look
	· raised livestock

· brought “fat portions from some of first born”

· God looked with favor on Abel and his offering


Possible reasons that the offerings were received differently by God;
· one was a blood offering, the other was merely plants (no shed blood)

· one was “some of the fruits” the other was “fat portions of the firstborn” – a difference in the quality of the offerings

· Note the verse says “Cain and his offering,” “Abel and his offering” – God was looking at the attitude of the worshiper as well as the offering

Consider Hebrews 11:4 

By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  

( Abel was a man of faith … God knew that Cain was not acting in faith, maybe only out of duty

God told Cain he needed to “master” sin … we also need to master sin;
· an attitude of faith … submitting to God, trusting Him in every situation

· putting God first in our lives

· daily communication with God – read, heed God's word, telling God our problems, our fears, our needs, our dependence on Him

· flee temptation

· resist Satan and he will flee

· Only God can master sin – Romans 6 know, reckon, yield

Cain’s downfall began with his relating wrongly to God;
· He progressed to harboring a selfish attitude and anger

· He ended up killing Abel

· Self-centeredness hinders respect for the human life in this story

We also see from Cain’s murder of Abel how it calls attention to some of the most pressing human life issues we face today;

· Family violence of either child abuse or spouse abuse from anger out of control

· Such rage is caused in most cases by a self-centered attitude

· All of us have the same potential for allowing self-centeredness to control us

· In God’s Word, He has given us the standard of righteousness on how to live our lives and respect all life

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (Accept Accountability for One Another) Genesis 4: 9-12.  Listen for the meanings of the questions asked by God and by Abel.

Let’s look at what will happen to the home now;
· Sin has pounced

· God’s presence is not an influence

· sin has terrible consequences

God asked Cain, “Where is your brother?”

· God knew what had happened, it was not an informational question

· God was offering an opportunity for confession, for repentance

· Cain had not mastered sin as God had admonished, God wanted Cain to realize that fact

Cain respond with the question, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

· He avoided God's question

· He denied that he had any responsibility

· He was not willing to confess – to agree with God that what he had done was sin

Are we our “brother’s keeper”?

	No
	Yes

	· every man is responsible for his own actions

· we need to pay more attention to our own business

· don’t stick your nose where it doesn’t belong
	· God's intention for the church is described as a “body”

· different members of the body minister to the others when in need

· when one believer struggles, others should step in to guide, help, mentor


The results God declared for Cain’s sin;
· cursed from the earth

· when he farmed, it would not be successful

· he would be a fugitive, a vagabond

( Makes us wonder who lost the most in this tragedy … Abel?   Cain?  Parents?

All of us can demonstrate that we accept accountability for others by;

· repenting of any prejudice we harbor

· praying for and assisting anyone we know who is in danger of abuse

· by working with Christian groups that seek to eliminate abortion

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Turn to the Lord) Genesis 4: 13-16, 25-26.  Listen for how God demonstrated His grace along with His judgment on Cain.

Let’s look at Cain’s complaint in verse 13;
· the judgment is more than I can bear 

· I will be separated from God 

· I’ll end up being a restless wanderer 

· others will want to kill me

God exercised His sovereignty and His mercy;
	Sovereignty
	Mercy

	· God had every right to completely do away with Cain

· God can do as God pleases to do, He is God

· He could punish him in any way He saw fit

· Alternatively, he could withhold or change the judgment
	· God guaranteed that Cain would not be murdered (despite his own sin)

· God withheld judgment of death that Cain deserved

· God did not separate himself from Cain (as he deserved)


All of us have had situations where someone else has shown mercy towards us;
· when we said an unkind word

· when we forgot a birthday

· when we slighted them somehow

      and they did not retaliate

· when we demonstrated a hateful attitude

There are steps we can take to restore fellowship (with God or with another person);
· confession

· repentance

· request forgiveness

· change the way you live and act towards that individual

· demonstrate love, submission

Eve lost Abel, but God gave her another son named Seth;
· Eve understood the birth of Seth was an act of God’s mercy to her

· Eve turned to the Lord and He was there for her

· Seth grew up and had a family of his own and people began to turn to the Lord and worship Him v26

As the story of Cain and Abel shows, turning to the Lord involves living in ways that value human life;
· It involves with our respect of human life like God respects human life

· From birth to natural death
· Doing everything we can to protect life whenever it’s endangered

· By placing God’s value on every person

Murder Mysteries

Homicide cases unraveled by Sherlock Holmes, Colombo, Matlock, and others like them provide captivating drama by focusing on the psychological tension created by the presence of unknown details.  Missing pieces of information make mysteries mysterious.  The more question marks that punctuate the crime, the more convoluted the story line can be.  Until the victim, the weapon, and the motive (as well as witnesses) are discovered, readers or viewers can only guess what the outcome will be.  Usually, last minute revelations provide surprise endings where the crime is solved and the perpetrators are brought to justice.

Genesis 4 tells of a murder mystery of sorts.  Though we know who the victim and the murderer are, questions remain.  Why was Cain’s offering to God unacceptable?  What weapon was used?  What was the “mark on Cain”?  Exactly where was the “land of Nod”?

We can be certain of this:  God tells us all we need to know about this tragic incident.  He wants us to understand something about the origins and consequences of sin, his justice and punishment for disobedience, His grace and compassion for sinners, and our accountability to Him.  We don’t have to know any more details to be able to grasp these important concepts.  About such truths as these there is no mystery.  God indeed shows each of us how to show fresh respect for life.
Prayer:

Lord help us to take sin seriously in our own lives.

Help us demonstrate Your love and Your grace to those around us

Thank you for the gift of life for me and all human beings

Help each of us live and act consistently with that belief
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