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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Balanced Spiritual Growth   
1st Week: “Connect” this lesson highlighted the priority of community among believers as revealed in the Bible.  Community produces blessing, provides care, and is created by God.
2nd Week: “Grow” this lesson urged Christians to grow in spiritual maturity by exercising discernment, following good examples, and studying the Scriptures. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about how mature Christians function in the body of Christ.
How this lesson can impact your life: Find your place of service in the church.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Serve in the Body” Romans 12:3-5; We damage the health of our churches when we underestimate or overestimate our importance to the body of Christ.  God intends for us to serve Him alongside other believers in the context of a local church.
2. “Serve Through Giftedness” Romans 12: 6-8; Ask God to reveal your spiritual gift(s) and how He wants you to use it (them) in the church.  Be thankful for the gifts of others in the church.
3. “Serve with Godly Attitudes” Romans 12: 9-15; Love should govern our attitudes and actions.  We must never limit our service to God to only those things we may do on Sundays and Wednesdays; we have opportunities to serve throughout the week.
Serve (definition);

· To furnish or supply with something needed or desired.
Most of us see others serve God in our church;

· Some serve in ways that may not seem spectacular, impressive, or praiseworthy.

· But to think their service to the body of Christ is any less needed than others would be a mistake.

· Every one of us is gifted in different ways to serve our Lord!

· It is a joy to see others serving God for the joy of being a part of His kingdom!
Unfortunately our society has completely misunderstood what the Bible teaches about service in God’s kingdom;

· Christ Himself said He did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28).

· Service, it seems, has taken a bad hit-who wants to be seen as a servant in the church?

· No greater good can be lived in the Christian life than to serve the body;

· Be empowered by the Spirit

· And embrace service with a godly attitude.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Serve in the Body) Romans 12: 3-5.

Listen to how we should think of ourselves as these verses are read.

3 For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one. 4 Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another.
Paul began Romans 12: 3-5 by connecting it to verses 1-2 with “for by the grace given to me” v3;

· The exhortation that he gave to the Romans grew out of the expectation that they would only allow the Holy Spirit to transform their minds and lives.

· He commanded each Christian “not to think of himself more highly than he should think” v3

· He directed the believers to view themselves in a sober, realistic manner.

This type of honest inspection can only be done by a renewed mind v2;

· Believers were to “think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one” v3

· That measuring stick is “faith” in the sense of the basic Christian element.

· Saving faith given by God and recognizing one’s unworthiness of salvation and inability to access it on our own.

· Paul sought to have each person judge oneself by the standard of God-given, underserved faith.

In verses 4-5, Paul picked up the imagery he presented to the Corinthians;

· The church as the body of Christ (1Cor. 12).

· Paul’s emphasis is driven home by a two-pronged description.

· 1st “We have many parts in one body” v4
· That assumes a unity within the body of believers.

· 2nd Paul likewise noted “all the parts do not have the same function” v4
· Paul’s point was that diversity makes one body possible.

Contemporary culture tends to see “church” as a group that only meets on Sundays and Wednesdays;

· This idea could not be further from the truth!

· Many churches do meet on these days;

· While others meet on other days of the week.

· It is not simply the commonality of meeting times that brings together the body of believers.

We, as a body, can be brought together for a variety of reasons and at various times and places;

· The church is bigger than any single building or group!

· It is the whole of the body of Christ all across the world meeting at all times and in all places.

· Locally, we are a small part of a bigger picture that God is accomplishing through His Hold Spirit and committed Christians.

“Thinking it through”
· Many of us may have more trouble with thinking less of ourselves than thinking more of ourselves.
· In what ways can such thinking hinder church health as well as individual spiritual health?

· Why are some believers fearful to serve?

· What are some reasons some senior believers hesitate to serve?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Serve Through Giftedness) Romans 12: 6-8.  Listen to the different gifts we have as these verses are being read.

6 According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts: If prophecy, use it according to the standard of faith; 7 if service, in service; if teaching, in teaching; 8 if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, with generosity; leading, with diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness.

Paul turned to the concept of grace given to the Christians at Rome via the gifts of the Holy Spirit;

· The word “gifts” here show a special endowment by God upon a believer.

· These gifts were to be used in the service of Christ and of the church in general.

Paul recognized that each and every believer had been entrusted with at least one spiritual gift;

· For he noted that “we have different gifts” v6

· The diversity of gifts given is according to or based on the same “grace given to us” v6.

· Each gift that any believer has received is the result of God’s grace and riches poured out on the church!

Paul mentions seven distinct gifts and described their proper employment in the church;

· 1- Prophecy

· Proclaiming the Word of the Lord clearly and courageously.  Prophesying must be done “according to the standard of one’s faith” v6

· 2- Service
· Ministering to the needs of others.

· 3- Teaching

· Nurturing and encouraging believers.

· 4- Exhorting
· Encouraging the church.

· 5- Giving

· The cheerful and sacrificial giving of one’s resources that goes beyond that which is expected of all believers.

· 6- Leading

· Guiding God’s people, planning and implementing plans.

· 7- Showing mercy

· Giving special care to those with special needs.

The Bible teaches than there is no single greatest gift;
· However, any gift empowered by the Holy Spirit with love in the believer’s heart is a great and mighty work.

· In our churches we do damage when we elevate one spiritual gift over another.

· Prophecy is of no greater importance than service.

· Nor is service any greater than teaching.

· Nor is teaching greater than exhorting.

We serve alongside God with the gifts that He has given to us to further His kingdom and establish His church;

· This gift list is far from complete.

· Other lists are mentioned in the NT.

· If you do not know your spiritual gift(s), prayerfully ask God to show you.

· Once you know your gift, put it to use in the church.

· When we serve God through our spiritual giftedness;

· We do so out of love for Him, His church, and our fellow believers.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Serve with Godly Attitudes) Romans 12: 9-15.  Listen to the different attitudes we should have as these verses are being read.
9 Love must be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good. 10 Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lack diligence; be fervent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. 13 Share with the saints in their needs; pursue hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.

Paul further exhorted the Romans by illustrating love and its various manifestations in verses 9-15.

· Within this passage are concise attributes of godly Christian ethics.

· Love is the primary attribute that not only focuses the spiritual gifts 

· But also enables believers to function in the body of Christ.

· Our love must be void of any deceit.

· It must be completely without hypocrisy v9

How is Christian love lived out?

· Paul noted that true Christians “detest evil and cling to what is good” v9

· Our culture has been influenced by the god of this world (Satan)

· And has confused and misdirected many Christians into accepting widespread wickedness.

· The Christian clinging “to what is good” brings with it a word picture of adhering oneself to the way of godliness.

· A gift that is wrapped up in the person of God!

Verses 10-15 present a challenging list we can use to evaluate our attitudes as we serve others;

· Show family affection to one another v10

· Outdo one another in showing honor v10

· Be diligent in service, “fervent in spirit” as you “serve the Lord” v11

· Rejoice in hope v12

· Be patient in affliction v12

· Be persistent in prayer v12

· Share with fellow believers in need v13

· Pursue hospitality v13

· Bless those who persecute you v14

· Rejoice with those who rejoice v14

· Weep with those who weep v15

· As you look at this list, where do you see your giftedness at work?

The ministry of the Christian is not just within the walls of the church;

· As we are going about our daily activities

· We have the chance to interact with all manner of Christians and non-Christians.

· The life lived as a Christian is not only Christ-focused.

· But mission-focused and is lived in the context and confines of where we find ourselves.

Have you been thinking about your place of service in the church as you studied this lesson?
· Remember Paul said there are different ministries and different activities as well as different gifts (1Cor. 12:4-6)

· Perhaps today you need to be using your gifts in a different ministry or in different activities.

· God expects all of us, regardless of age, to serve the church.

The Power to Survive and Win

Life seemed to be over for a twenty-four-year-old American athlete when, in 1996, he was struck with cancer.  The cancer had spread to his lugs and brain, leaving him a 40 percent chance to live.  Surgery and months of chemotherapy left him weak and nauseated.

But only three years later, in 1999, Lance Armstrong won the Tour de France, the most prestigious bicycle race in the world.  The twenty-one-day race covered 2,255 miles-as great as the distance from Los Angeles to Atlanta, Georgia!  Armstrong’s average speed was nearly twenty-five miles per hour.

Those who saw the transformation from a beaten shell of a man into a world champion spoke of Armstrong’s athletic gifts, but also of his capacity to endure pain, his self-discipline, and his sense of purpose.  In a bit of overstatement, a French rider said, “His mental powers are supernatural!”

This is similar to what the apostle Paul says about the means by which we may win our spiritual battles and be transformed into examples of God’s goodwill:   minds committed to God’s noble purpose, willing to endure hardship to attain God’s glorious prize.

Prayer:

Lord, help us to think and pray about ways we can serve the body of Christ in the church.

Guide us as we seek to become faithful servants.
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