October 30, 2011                                  Satisfaction Found                                          #232                                                                                                                        
5th lesson this month on the topic:  It’s a Miracle!   
1st Week: “Glory Revealed” Turning water into wine revealed Jesus’ glory to His disciples and helped them believer in Him.
2nd Week:  “Forgiveness Offered” The miracle of forgiving and healing a paralyzed man revealed that Jesus alone has the authority to forgive sin.

3rd Week:  “Hope Discovered” Healing the slave and raising the widow’s son from the dead.  This lesson taught us about Jesus’ authority over sickness and death.
4th Week:  “Wholeness Restored” Jesus demonstrating His power over evil by casting out demons and restoring a person to wholeness. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 and His teaching that He is the Bread of life who alone can satisfy our spiritual hunger.
How this lesson can impact your life: Look to Jesus to continually satisfy your spiritual hunger.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Jesus Provides” John 6: 5-13; When we place our complete trust in Jesus Christ, we can life in the certainty that He will provide us with what we need so we will live in contentment.
2. “Jesus Satisfies” John 6: 35-36; Because receiving Christ renders unequaled spiritual satisfaction for us, we will never be spiritually hungry or thirsty again.
3. “Jesus Secures” John 6: 37-40; Once Christ welcomes us when we place our faith in Him, we can count on Him never to discard us.
Satisfaction (definition);

· Fulfillment of a need or want.

· A source or means of enjoyment.

What “satisfies” you?
· A good meal?
· Fancy clothes?
· Plenty of money?
· New car?
· New house?
· Great job?
· The list goes on?
People live with the pains that come from spiritual hunger and thirst;

· The Scriptures declare that the satisfaction they search for can only be found in Christ.

· Yet they go elsewhere in search of something that will satisfy their hunger.

· Their search takes them in the direction of a number of self-indulgences that won’t satisfy them for long.

Our Bible passages in today’s lesson draw us to the good news;

· That Christ alone satisfies our spiritual hunger and thirst.

· As we study today’s lesson, we can see the opportunity to share Christ so lost people will receive Him.

Our 1st Scripture text is John 6: 5-13 (Jesus Provides):

5 Therefore, when Jesus looked up and noticed a huge crowd coming toward Him, He asked Philip, "Where will we buy bread so these people can eat?"6 He asked this to test him, for He Himself knew what He was going to do.7 Philip answered, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread wouldn't be enough for each of them to have a little."8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 9 "There's a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish—but what are they for so many?"10 Then Jesus said, "Have the people sit down."There was plenty of grass in that place, so they sat down. The men numbered about 5,000. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks He distributed them to those who were seated-so also with the fish, as much as they wanted.12 When they were full, He told His disciples, "Collect the leftovers so that nothing is wasted." 13 So they collected them and filled 12 baskets with the pieces from the five barley loaves that were left over by those who had eaten.

Everywhere Jesus went;

· A multitude followed Him.

· One day a huge crowd of people accompanied Jesus and His disciples to a mountainside.

The miracle took place after Jesus saw the huge crowd coming toward Him v5;

· He asked Philip a question.

· He wanted to examine the depth of Philip’s faith in Him to meet the need for food so all the people could have something to eat.

Philip’s reply reflected that he had placed severe limits on Jesus;

· He looked at the need from a perspective shaped only by what he himself could provide.

· He left out what Jesus could do.

· That’s why he reasoned that feeding them would be impossible.

Philip’s reply drives home a valid point for Christians today;

· Like Philip, we as believers have a tendency to put limits on what Jesus can do.

· When we face a challenge that’s bigger than our resources;

· We find ourselves trying to address it by thinking only about what we alone can provide.

Another disciple, Andrew, spoke up about the need that Jesus had called to Philip’s attention;

· He also showed that he had limited Jesus when it came to meeting the need for food.

· He pointed to the meager resources available to them;

· Five barley loaves and two fish from a boy v9.

· The notion that so little food could be shared among so many people made the notion of feeding the multitude all the more unreasonable.

With the attention of the disciples on the seemingly impossible challenge;

· Jesus showed them that He had the power to provide.

· He instructed the people to have a seat in the grass and He gave thanks for the food before Him.

· Jesus gave out the food and everyone had more than enough food to eat.

The lesson Jesus taught the disciples then still resonates with Christians today;
· We cannot limit what Jesus will do with what we bring to Him.

· For that reason we need to make what we have available to Him;

· Even if we think that what we bring to Him doesn’t amount to much at all.

· When we do, we can count of Him to take it and multiply it for His purpose.

This story reminds us that we live in a world filled with people who don’t have enough food;

· We have to take responsibility for feeding them.

· Trusting Jesus to multiply what we give, we can be assured that we can make a difference in a hungry world.

Our 2nd Scripture text is John 6: 35-36 (Jesus Satisfies):

35 "I am the bread of life," Jesus told them. "No one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, and no one who believes in Me will ever be thirsty again. 36 But as I told you, you've seen Me, and yet you do not believe.

The next day found Jesus talking with some people who had been searching for Him;

· He told them that believing in Him would give them bread for eternal life.

· They brought up the manna from heaven that God provided for His people when they wandered in the wilderness.

· Jesus replied by talking about the bread from heaven that God alone could give.

Their request for the bread from heaven gave;

· Jesus the opportunity to declare who He was and what He had come to do.

· He declared that He was the bread of life v35.

· Jesus asserted that He alone could satisfy a person’s spiritual hunger.

Just as people hunger for literal bread;

· They also yearn for the one true source of spiritual satisfaction.

· Until they find it, they will always live with an aching hunger for contentment.

· When they receive it, they will be satisfied.

· Their satisfaction won’t last for only a little while.

· It will last for eternity!

Just as bread sustains a person’ physical life;

· A relationship with Jesus Christ enables us to experience life in the way God intended when He created us.

· Real living doesn’t start until we know Jesus personally.

· We can never experience a full and complete life until we turn to Him.

How do we receive the Bread of life?

· In v35, Jesus tells us that we must come to Him and believe in Him.

· Coming to Him implies taking a life-transforming step toward Him.

· Believing in Him means that we place our faith in Him alone.

· That’s when we’ll no longer be hungry or thirsty for spiritual contentment v35.

Growing Christians testify that a relationship with Jesus gives us complete contentment;

· No longer do we find ourselves searching for something that will give us permanent satisfaction.

· The moment we received Christ our search for contentment ended.

· We don’t need to look anywhere else because our spiritual hunger and thirst have been completely satisfied.

· We have found everything we’re looking for in an intimate walk with Him!

Jesus went on to acknowledge that some people would refuse to receive Him;

· Not everyone in the crowd who saw His miracles placed their trust in Him.

· His acknowledgment drives home the importance of receiving Him.

· No matter what happens, some people will reject Him.

We receive Christ by believing;

· Placing our trust in Him.

· Every person must make a personal decision to receive Him.

· People who receive Him can look forward to a life of permanent spiritual satisfaction.

· However, people who decide not to receive Him will continue to endure the ache of spiritual hunger and thirst.

Our last Scripture text is John 6: 37-40 (Jesus Secures):

37 Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me: that I should lose none of those He has given Me but should raise them up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father: that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."
As Jesus continued to talk about being the Bread of life;

· He added that everyone who comes to Him can rest assured that He will not turn them away v37.

· According to these verses, the Father is involved in the assurance that eternal life will be given to anyone who receives Christ.

By telling us about the role of the Father in our salvation;

· Jesus highlighted a most important reality for us.

· Our Heavenly Father is involved in giving us eternal life.

· He has taken the initiative to make salvation possible.

· That’s why Jesus came to us.

· Because the Father wanted to provide salvation for all people everywhere, He sent His Son to die on the cross.

Jesus assures us that once we receive Him;

· He will hold on to us for eternity.

· Nothing will ever make Him discard us or cast us out of His presence v37.

· As Christians we will never have to worry about whether we could lose our salvation.

· We can know for certain that He will never leave us.

· We live in the confidence that our relationship with Him is secure and that we will spend eternity with Him.

In His promise regarding the future;

· Jesus referred twice to “the last day” v39 & v40;

· On that day, the Lord Himself will come, and everyone everywhere will be held accountable for the way they lived before Him.

· For God’s people, it promises to be a hopeful day of spiritual and national restoration.

· For others, however, it will be a foreboding day of final condemnation.

Jesus has shown us what awaits Christians now and in the future;

· Because of the assurance of these blessings, we rejoice that we have received Him.

· We pray for individuals who have not given themselves to Him.

· We take seriously the privilege God has given us to tell others how they can receive Christ for themselves.

As these Bible passages have shown;

· Jesus Christ alone can satisfy a person’ spiritual hunger.

· As a believer, you cannot afford to overlook the fact that people all around us are starving spiritually.

· What’s preventing us from sharing the good news of Christ with them?

Have you satisfied your spiritual hunger?
Bread of Life
Bread is one of the most basic necessities of life.  Prepared and served in various ways, bread appears almost everywhere.  One sees it in the shape of long, thin loaves in France, in a black color in Russia, and in a somewhat heavy white variety in England.

Jesus’ description of Himself as “the bread of life” (John 6:35) is one to which most anyone can relate.  He compared the “bread” of His salvation with the manna that the Hebrews ate during their wilderness wandering.  Jesus also came down from Heaven v38, but with the “true bread” v32.  Whereas the Hebrews died, though they had eaten “bread from heaven” v31, anyone who eats the bread Jesus provides “will live forever” v51.  Jesus also linked the provision of this bread to His death on the cross v51.  We recognize this link through the Lord’s Supper, in which we partake of the bread that symbolizes Jesus’ body given “for the life of the world” v51.

We are to pray for our “daily bread” and eat it, as a way to continue our mortal life.  Jesus gives us a bread with immortal life in it:  “If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.”
Prayer:

Thank You Jesus for Your bread of life eternal.

Thank You for the abundance of Your grace, which is limited only by our unwillingness to receive it.

Give us an ever-increasing appetite for You and the life You provide
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