November 20, 2011                    Respond to Difficult Situations                               #235                                                                                                                        
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Make Your Life Count   
1st Week: “Accept The Call” We examined the call of Moses at the burning bush and the principle that God has a calling for each of us.
2nd Week:  “Stand For The Lord” We studied Moses’ intercession for the Israelites when they committed idolatry and his passion for the Lord’s holiness.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson examines the Israelites’ complaint of the lack of water and how Moses responded to that complaint in a way that dishonored God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Respond to difficult situations with trust in the Lord.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Don’t Idolize the Past” Numbers 20:1-5; It’s okay to remember the past, but don’t dwell on it in such a way as to fail to live in the present.
2. “Don’t Lose Your Temper” Numbers 20:6-11; Psalm 106:32-33; Frustration with other people is no excuse for disobeying God.  Losing control of yourself and your temper can have long-term consequences.
3. “Don’t Fail to Trust the Lord” Numbers 20: 12-15; Believers are to follow God’s instructions regardless of the circumstances.  Even when we fail to trust God, He still is willing to forgive us.
Do you sometimes remember the good old days?

· Depending on your age, things were different back then.

· Or were they?

· Many of us say that life was “simpler” back then.

· But we also faced problems and difficult situations back then.

What are some of the difficult situations you have or are facing now?
· Health issues

· Foolish mistakes when you were younger

· Losing your job

· Saying something hurtful to someone
· Financial worries/problems.

Moses and Israel faced many difficult situations in their wilderness journeys;
· In spite of their failings, God provided for their needs.

· Water, food, healing, and victory.

· But the Israelites idolized their life in Egypt.

· They responded with anger and demanded their own way.

· Again and again, they failed to trust the Lord.

The pressures of life sometimes frustrate us;

· Some things just don’t go our way.

· When we try to work them out, others frequently get in our way.

· We tend to long for the good old days.

· But we forget that the good old days had their own sets of frustrations and difficulties.

Like Moses and the Israelites;

· We may respond to difficulties with anger and demand our own way.

· Today’s lesson is important because it shows us that Moses and the Israelites took similar approaches to their own troubles.

· From their mistakes we can learn to have a better way to respond to life’s difficulties.

Our 1st Scripture text is Numbers 20: 1-5 (Don’t Idolize the Past):

HCSB1 The entire Israelite community entered the Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and they settled in Kadesh. Miriam died and was buried there.2 There was no water for the community, so they assembled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The people quarreled with Moses and said, "If only we had perished when our brothers perished before the LORD. 4 Why have you brought the LORD's assembly into this wilderness for us and our livestock to die here? 5 Why have you led us up from Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It's not a place of grain, figs, vines, and pomegranates, and there is no water to drink!"

Numbers chapters 20-21 contains the second major travel narrative of the book;

· The first narrative is in chapters 10-14.

· The Israelites had come to the beginning of their 40th year in the wilderness.

· The children of Israel made their way to the wilderness of Zin v1

· Here Miriam died and was buried v1

· The older generation of exodus survivors was coming to an end.

The Israelites gathered against Moses and Aaron v2;

· They had done this before against Aaron when the Israelites demanded a god.

· And against Moses and Aaron at the Korahite rebellion (Ex. 32:1 Num. 16:3)

· Then they quarreled with Moses v3

The argument offered to Moses contained three parts, each based on a false assumption;

· 1- The Israelites argued that death at that moment was better than life.

· The condition of having no water seemed far worse to them than death.

· 2- The Israelites asked Moses, “Why have you brought the Lord’s assembly into this wilderness?” v4

· They blamed Moses for the predicament they believed they were in.

· They dwelt in the wilderness because they had sinned against God (14: 34-35)

· They failed again to trust God and His providential care.

· 3- They falsely elevated the past experience of slavery and bondage in Egypt over the future promises of a faithful God.

· The Israelites lost sight of the whole purpose of their journey.

· God would lead the new generation to the Promised Land.

Scripture encourages us to learn from the past (Romans 15:4; 1Cor. 10:11);

· Unfortunately, the Israelites did not do so.

· The earlier miracle of receiving water from the rock (Ex. 17-1-7) should have led them to trust God.

· Instead, they idolized the past, and it crippled them.

Under what circumstances is it okay to think about the good old days?

· When can this become a problem in one’s life?

What are some results of self-pity?

· What effect does self-pity have on trust in God?

· What effect does trust in God have on self-pity?

· How can we hurt ourselves and others by playing the “blame game”?

Our 2nd Scripture text is Numbers 20: 6-11; Psalm 106: 32-33 (Don’t Lose Your Temper):

HCSB6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the doorway of the tent of meeting. They fell down with their faces [to the ground], and the glory of the LORD appeared to them. 7 The LORD spoke to Moses, 8 "Take the staff and assemble the community. You and your brother Aaron are to speak to the rock while they watch, and it will yield its water. You will bring out water for them from the rock and provide drink for the community and their livestock."9 So Moses took the staff from the LORD's presence just as He had commanded him. 10 Moses and Aaron summoned the assembly in front of the rock, and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels! Must we bring water out of this rock for you?" 11 Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice with his staff, so that a great amount of water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. Psalm32 They angered [the LORD] at the waters of Meribah, and Moses suffered because of them; 33 for they embittered his spirit, and he spoke rashly with his lips.

Initially Moses and Aaron did the right thing;

· When called upon to respond to this difficult situation.

· As a result, God gave them specific instructions on how to handle the Israelites’ need.

· But instead of doing as God directed;

· Moses lost his temper and disobeyed God.

· As a result, Moses faced a tough consequence.

· Moses’ inappropriate behavior stands as a warning to all believers.

This does not mean adults must never get angry;
· Or that they simply need to hold in their anger.

· Dealing with anger is not easy

· But appropriate ways to express anger do exist.

· Losing our temper and taking things into our own hands means we have failed to trust God’s leadership, direction, and will.

· In responding to difficult situations, believers must calmly look to the Lord for guidance and direction.

· God has the perfect solution for every need.

After listening to the people’s complaints;

· Moses and Aaron went to the doorway of the tent of meeting v6

· They had gone to this sacred place many times before to seek God’s will.

· There they fell down in their usual position of intercession.

· As a visible sign, the glory of the Lord appeared before them v6

· Moses and Aaron did the correct thing in coming to inquire of God with an attitude of humility and servanthood.

· In doing this, Moses and Aaron provided a good example for believers, especially leaders.

The Lord gave Moses specific instructions on how to respond to this situation;

· God specifically instructed Moses to do three things v8;

· To take the staff (He had transformed at Sinai)

· To assemble the community

· And to speak to the rock

Up to a point, Moses did exactly as God directed;

· Moses faithfully accomplished two of the three steps.

· But in the third step, Moses disobeyed God in two ways.

· Instead of speaking to the rock, Moses spoke to the Israelites and then struck the rock.

· He sinned against God in word and deed.

God expected Moses and Aaron to proclaim His holiness to the Israelites by speaking to the rock (27:14);

· They were His agents;

· But God was to receive the glory.

· Instead, Moses seemed to take God’s words for his personal honor.

In anger Moses struck the rock twice v11;

· This damaged Moses’ relationship with God.

· He had fallen into the same trap as the rebellious Israelites.

· Indefensible, blatant disobedience.

· In His mercy God allowed the rock to gush forth water for the community and their livestock v11.
Psalm 106: 32-33 clearly indicates that Moses;

· Lost his temper at the people’s rebelliousness over water.

· This psalm recounts Israel’s history of disobedience and unfaithfulness.

· The author specifically blamed Israel for angering the Lord at the waters of Meribah.

Believers are reminded that patience, gentleness, and self-control are fruit of the Spirit;

· The quickest way to lose a testimony is to allow an outburst of anger to bring division in a relationship.

· In facing difficult situations, Christians should seek God’s direction and control their tempers.

What effect can losing one’s temper have on a believer’s witness?

· What steps can we take to keep from losing our temper?

· If you have committed sin with your angry words in the past, what can you do about it now?

Our last Scripture text is Numbers 20: 12-13 (Don’t Fail to Trust the Lord):

HCSB12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust Me to show My holiness in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the land I have given them." 13 These are the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the LORD, and He showed His holiness to them.

Somewhere between the door to the tent of meeting and the rock;

· Moses’ anger boiled over and was expressed in harsh words and disobedient action.

· In choosing not to follow the Lords’ command;

· Moses had failed to trust God.

· This disobedience produced a serious consequence.

· Moses would not be the one to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land.

By their lack of belief in God’s faithfulness;

· Moses and Aaron failed to show God’s holiness in the eyes of the Israelites.

· Their failure to follow God’s specific commands did not allow the Israelites to see God’s benevolent character.

So why did Moses and Aaron fail to trust God?

· It is unlikely that they did not believe that water could come from the rock.

· They had witnessed God do this before (Ex. 17:6).

· It is also unlikely that Moses and Aaron did not trust God’s strategy.

· They had followed the Lord into the courts of Pharaoh, across the Red Sea, and into and through the wilderness.

· They had seen God act with “a strong hand and outstretched arm” to redeem His people (Deut. 4:34).

One might say Moses just got angry;

· That he was fed up at the complaining and whining of the Israelites.

· He had expressed his frustration privately to God before (Num. 11: 21-22).

· But God had assured him that His power was not limited v23

Perhaps it was at the rock that Moses took his eyes off of God;

· And focused on himself and the Israelites in frustration and judgment.

· In the past, Moses had pleaded with God to pardon Israel.

· But now he appeared to act as judge and jury.

· God alone decides whom to judge and whom to forgive (Ex. 33:19).

Prophets can sometimes fall into this kind of trap;

· Jonah wanted God to punish the Ninevites and not forgive them.

· Believers can also fall into this trap.

· We can mistakenly become angry with the sinner instead of the sin.

· We can condemn sinners and forget the Jesus died on the cross for their sins too.

· When we do this, we take our eyes off of God.

· We don’t honor Him in the eyes of the world.

· This is the wrong kind of anger (Eph. 4:26).

Their sentence for disobeying God falls in the last half of verse 12;

· Moses and Aaron would not be allowed to bring the new generation into the Promised Land.

· Both Moses and Aaron died before the Israelites crossed the Jordan into the land God had promised to the offspring of Abraham (Gen. 12:7).

This one act of disobedience had serious consequences for Moses;

· But it was not the mark of his life.

· Moses was still remembered as a humble man (12:3)

· And faithful in God’s household v7

· God spoke to him face to face v8

· At his death, he was still identified as the servant of the lord (Deut. 34:5, 10-12)

· It is comforting to know that even when we fail to trust God, He is still willing to forgive us and use us to proclaim His holiness.

Bad Places

California’s Death Valley is considered one of the most inhospitable places on earth, as attested by its name.  Covering about 3,000 square miles, it has the reputation of being the hottest, driest place in North America.  The temperatures often exceed 120 degrees in summer.  With an average annual rainfall of about 2 inches, it is also quite dry.

But Death Valley also has surprising resources.  Gold and silver mining took place in the 1850s.  For a long time, borax mines were a constant of the local economy; the borax mule train of the 1800s was famous.  After the winter rains come, flowers blossom and belie the valley’s designation as a desert.  Tourism is a growing industry, and the National Park there remains popular.

If a place like Death Valley has these things to recommend it, could Kadesh have been all that bad?  Yet the Israelites labeled it an “evil place” in their desire to return to Egypt; we see irony in that the name of this “evil place” Kadesh means “holy place.”  As we ponder their attitude, let us recall that it is not natural resources or climate that ultimately determines whether any given place is good or bad.  The main issue is the presence or absence of God.

Prayer:

Lord help us respond to difficult situations in Your wisdom and strength.
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