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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Confident Living in Difficult Times 
1st Week: “Faith Under Fire”; Regardless of our circumstances believers have a living hope that cannot be taken away.  We have the resources to continue living holy lives.  All of us should live a life of confident faith regardless of our circumstances.
2nd Week:  “Ready For Action”; Peter spelled out the impact our future hope should have on our conduct, even when we are going through difficult times.
What this lesson is about: This lesson presents biblical instructions for maintaining right relationships during times of difficulty and stress.
How this lesson can impact your life: Strengthen your relationships even during times of stress.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Your Conduct Among Unbelievers” 1Peter 2: 11-12; Don’t adopt the practices of this world; live as a citizen of God’s kingdom.  Expose lies about Christianity by living a Christlike life even under extreme stress.
2. “Your Conduct at Home” 1Peter 3: 1-7; Wives should always aspire to the inner beauty that God can use to draw family members to faith.  Husbands should consistently treat their wives as daughters of the Father and sisters of the King of kings.
3. “Your Conduct Among Believers” 1Peter 3: 8-12; Adopt the goal of nourishing harmony in church relationships.
What things cause stress in relationships?
· Our lives today are pressure packed.

· Never enough hours in the day.

· Our patience wears thin at the slow store clerk waiting on us.

· Our husband/wife’s innocent question.

· At church to other members that don’t show up on time for the committee meeting.

God expects us to maintain right relationships even during times of difficulty and stress;

· Christians sometimes struggle to keep relationships strong during difficult times.

· Healthy relationships are dependent on godly behavior.

· Today’s lesson challenges us to strengthen our relationships even during times of stress.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Your Conduct Among Unbelievers) 1Peter 2: 11-12.  Listen to how we are to conduct ourselves as these verses are being read.

How have you felt when you were in the company of complete strangers?

· Where you on your best behavior?

· Or did you tend to give yourself a little slack?

Peter reminded his readers in verse 11 that they were;

· “Strangers and temporary residents (pilgrims KJV).”

· Can people today tell we are Christians by the way we talk, dress, and behave?

· God’s plan for us is to live according to His ways, not the world’s.

· As believers, our speech, clothing, customs, and all behavior should be distinctively Christian.

Consider whether or not the people you see in your daily routines are able to tell that you are a Christian;

· As citizens of God’s kingdom believers must measure their conduct against God’s standard, not the world’s.

How are believers to act toward unbelievers?

· We are to conduct ourselves among the Gentiles v12.

· What do we find in v11 that gets in our way of acting honorably?

· “Fleshly desires that war against you”

· When we abstain from fleshly desires, we deny the sinful nature the energy it needs to overpower us.

· If we feed the sinful nature, it will bite the hand that feeds it!

· Remember the fleshly desires we studied in last week’s lesson?

· Malice-deceit-hypocrisy-envy-slander (2:1)

In Matthew 5:16 Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

· The light of Christ’s presence in committed believers can overcome the darkness of unbelief.

· Why do Christians often resort to debating and arguing with their opponents rather than reflecting Christ in a positive, gracious, non-combative response?

Unbelievers are watching how we live;

· When the going is tough, what do unbelievers see in our relationships with them that testifies to the life-changing power of the gospel?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Your Conduct at Home) 1Peter 3: 1-7.

Listen to how wives and husbands are to live their lives as these verses are being read.
Temptations to act in unchristian ways can sometimes be greater at home than anywhere else;

· Love ones often see us at our worst.

· In this passage Peter focused on the husband/wife relationship, especially on how Christian wives should conduct themselves to their non-Christian husbands.

To be “submissive” means;

· To cooperate voluntarily with someone else out of love and respect for God and for that person.

· Ideally submissions is “mutual” (Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ Eph. 5:21).

Submission is:

· Functional:  a distinguishing of our roles and the work we are called to do.

· Relational:  a loving acknowledgment of another’s value as a person.

· Reciprocal:  a mutual, humble cooperation with one another.

· Universal:  an acknowledgment by the church of the all encompassing lordship of Jesus Christ.

Peter instructs Christian wives to;

· Develop inner beauty rather than being overly concerned about their outward appearance.

· Their husbands will be won over by their love rather than their looks.

· Live your Christian faith quietly and consistently in your home.

· Your family will see Christ in you if you do.

If a man is not considerate and respectful of his wife v7;

· His prayers will be hindered, because a living relationship with God depends on right relationships with others.

· If men use their position to mistreat their wives;

· Their relationship with God will suffer.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Your Conduct Among Believers) 1Peter 3: 8-12.  Listen to how our conduct should be among believers as these verses are being read.

Peter lists five key elements that should characterize any group of believers;
· 1.  Harmony:  pursuing the same goals.

· 2.  Sympathy:  being responsive to other’s needs.

· 3.  Love:  seeing and treating each other as brothers and sisters.

· 4.  Compassion:  being affectionately sensitive and caring.

· 5.  Humility:  being willing to encourage one another and rejoice in each other’s successes.

Church families experience stress, especially when changes are proposed;
· Church business meetings when different views/opinions are expressed.

· The heart of hostility among church members is the difference between being self-centered and Christ-centered.

· Self always wants to have things go its way.

· We can relate helpfully to fellow believers and bring healing for church harmony when we allow Christ to be in charge!

To be Christlike is not easy;

· It also means “not paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, on the contrary, giving a blessing v9.

· Our call to faith in Christ includes returning good for evil.

· Responding to abuse with forgiveness and love results in a blessing.

Are you a peacemaker in your church?

· An effective peacemaker actively pursues peace.

· They build good relationships, knowing that peace is a by-product of commitment.

· The peacemaker anticipates problems and deals with them before they occur.

· When conflicts arise, they bring them into the open and deal with them before they grow unmanageable.

· Making peace can be harder work than waging war.

How Brothers Should Treat Each Other
Gary Klahr met Steven Barbin when Steven was twenty-one and Gary was twenty-four.  They struck up one of those special friendships that seem to “click” automatically.  Gary was best man at Steven’s wedding.  Once he even gave Steven a photograph inscribed, “You are truly my brother.”

Twenty-five years later, they discovered from an adoption caseworker than they really are brothers!  It turns out that they were two of nine children (out of thirteen) whose parents had given them up for adoption.  For twenty-five years they had not known the truth but had acted in the spirit of true brotherhood anyway.

We don’t always “click” in our relationships with other Christians.  In fact, sometimes we have real trouble with them!  Peter tells us how to resolve such conflicts:  prayerfully, seriously develop good intentions toward others; offer loving forgiveness when it is needed; and demonstrate generous hospitality toward fellow Christians.  This is the attitude we show to “best friends,” and it should characterize our relationships with other Christians.  The fact that Peter had to admonish his readers (and us) in this regard indicates how important these Christian graces are for the well-being of the family of God.

Prayer:

Lord guide each of us in all our relationships. 
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