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4th lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Greatest Gift   
1st Week: “Recognize God’s Gift” This lesson was about the identity of Christ.  God’s greatest gift is more than a baby.
2nd Week: “Receive God’s Gift” This lesson was about Mary’s and Joseph’s faithful obedience despite their fears and questions.
3rd Week:  “Respond to God’s Gift” About the varied responses to the birth of Jesus by the wise men and by Herod. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson presents the joy in the Christmas story.
How this lesson can impact your life: Experience the joy of hearing and telling the good news of Christ’s birth.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Rejoice in Hearing” Luke 2: 8-14; The good news of Jesus’ birth was not announced just for believers but for all people.  Christians should always find in it a reason to rejoice.
2. “Rejoice in Going” Luke 2: 15-17; The good news of Jesus’ birth should inspire and remind us of our obligation to share the gospel with those in need by any appropriate means available to us.
3. “Rejoice in Treasuring” Luke 2: 18-20; The good news of Jesus’ birth requires a response.  Unbelievers should respond with faith and repentance; believers should respond with amazement, meditation, and praise.
People struggle with finding joy during the Christmas holidays;
· A grandmother in the hospital.

· A husband/wife recently diagnosed with a terminal disease.

· Breakups of relationships.

· A loved one in a war zone.

· Many find it a holiday to endure due to anxiety, grief, or loneliness.

Christians need to rediscover the true joy of the message of Christmas;

· We need to determine to share this news with a world looking for joy in all the wrong places.

· Despite the difficulties and distractions we face;

· Christ’s birth, properly understood, can and should overcome any obstacle to experiencing the joy God intended in giving the gift of His Son.
Our Scriptures today is one of the most familiar Bibles passages.

Our 1st Scripture verses are Luke 2: 8-14 (Rejoice in Hearing):

HCSB 8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Don't be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors! 

Luke’s account of the Christmas story is unique;

· Not only did he write of John the Baptist’s birth

· But he alone recorded the actual birth event of Jesus (v1-7).

· Luke also was the only Gospel writer to record the announcement of Jesus’ birth to lowly shepherds.

In the same region where Jesus was born,

· Shepherds were staying out in the fields 

· Performing their normal duty of keeping watch at night over their flock v8.

· They were among the last people anyone would expect to receive news of the Messiah’s birth.

The shepherds were not alone for long on this night;
· All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood before them v9.

· Along with the glory of the Lord shining around them these shepherds were terrified.

Perhaps noticing the fear of the shepherds;

· The angel brought the comforting words “Don’t be afraid” v10

· God’s messenger was not bringing a word of judgment, disaster, or misfortune.

· But good news of great joy that will be for all the people v10.

The news proclaimed by the angel consisted of a message and a sign;

· The content of the good news centered on the birth of a Savior;

· Who was the Messiah

· The Lord Himself

· He was the God-sent, divine King and Ruler of the universe

· Who was deserving of worship and single-minded allegiance.

Christmas is a festive holiday;

· Adults will find many reasons to rejoice during this season

· It is sad, however, that many will celebrate Christmas without giving rightful attention to the One who should be the focus of the holiday.

· Our joy during this Christmas should be found in the story of the Christ-child before anything and everything else.

Our 2nd Scripture verses are Luke 2: 15-17 (Rejoice in Going):

HCSB 15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough. 17 After seeing [them], they reported the message they were told about this child.

The shepherds’ actions were three-fold after the angels had left them and returned to heaven v15

· 1st they discussed their immediate plans after hearing the news brought to them.

· The shepherds determined immediately to go straight to Bethlehem in order to see what had happened v15.

· 2nd After discussing whether to go was actually to find the subject of the angel’s midnight message.

· They wasted no time but hurried off v16

· After arriving at their destination, they found both Mary and Joseph v16.

· They saw the sign announced by the angel exactly confirmed as Jesus was lying in the feeding trough v16.

· Just as the shepherds found God’s message trustworthy, the good news we tell others is true and worthy of our sharing.

· 3rd Instead of keeping their experience to themselves, they reported the message they were told about this child v17

· They told others the God-sent message about the child.

· Their encounter with the Christmas message changed their lives.

Believers often hear it is our obligation to take the good news of Jesus to others;

· Yet we feel nervous and even intimidated in our current culture about sharing freely the greatest word ever brought to humanity.

· During the Christmas season, pressure mounts to greet others not with a heartfelt “Merry Christmas” but a toned-down “Happy Holidays.”

Two words of encouragement should help us not get discouraged but encouraged to tell others about the real reason for Christmas;

· 1st just as the shepherds shared the message of Jesus’ birth from their own experience, we should do the same.

· If Christ has truly changed our lives, we should be willing to joyfully tell others about it!

· 2nd Our job as Christians is not to change the hearts of others!

· We are simply to be obedient to God’s call to announce the gospel and to trust He, through the Holy Spirit, will draw people to Himself.

Our last Scripture verses are Luke 2: 18-20 (Rejoice in Treasuring):

HCSB 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had been told.
Treasuring (definition);
· To hold or keep as precious.

Luke records three separate responses to the news of Jesus’ birth and the immediate events following.

· The shepherds reported their experiences with the angelic messenger, the heavenly host, and the infant Jesus and His family.

· The response of those hearing their testimony was all who heard it were amazed v18.

Put yourself in Mary’s position;

· She experienced her own encounter with an angel announcing she would bear a child even though she had “not been intimate with a man yet.

· Then shepherds appeared, no doubt telling her of their miraculous meeting with not one but a multitude of angels 

· Mary’s response was more solemn.

· She was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them v19

Finally, after completing their journey, the shepherds returned;

· Probably to their fields and flocks

· But they did so glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard v20

· How could hearing the good news announced, seeing it confirmed, and successfully sharing their story not result in the adoration of God?

If we really grasp the great gift of Jesus, we will rejoice;

· Despite hindrances to distract us, we must force ourselves to focus on the tremendous news of Jesus’ birth.

· We will also share that news, looking for ways to report the real Christmas message.

· “For unto you is born…a Savior, which is Christ the Lord”

Can You Believe It?
A man who worked on the streets near the World Trade center in New York City was thought to be dead following the September 11, 2001 attacks.  But almost a year later, his family received word that he was alive.  The family of George Sims, 46, said they learned of his whereabouts in August 2002 when a hospital called and said that they believed Sims was a patient there.

How would you have responded to such good news?  Stunned silence?  Disbelief?  Jump for joy?  Maybe your response would be to grab the nearest person for a big hug.  Many times good news is something we just have to share with others.  One thing is certain though:  when we hear really good news, something happens.

The response of the shepherds to the news of the birth of Jesus presented by the angels was one of desire.  They wanted to check this out for themselves.  And when they went to Bethlehem and saw that the good news was really true, they rejoiced and spread the message.

On this Christmas Day we reaffirm our belief that the coming of Jesus into the world actually happened!  A proper response to this is rejoicing and sharing this good news with others!

Prayer:

Almighty God, on a day when meals are served in ways that show abundant blessings, may we remember to give thanks for daily bread, and for the coming of Jesus, the bread of life.

Help each of us keep You at the center of our celebration of Your birth.
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