December 4, 2011                                    Recognize God’s Gift                                  #237                                                                                                                        
1st lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Greatest Gift   
This month we will focus on ways, in spite of all our challenges, we can receive and rejoice in “God’s Greatest Gift.”

Dec. 4:  “Recognize God’s Gift” Today’s lesson is about the identity of Christ.  It addresses the fact that God’s greatest gift is more than a baby.

Dec. 11:  “Receive God’s Gift” Mary and Joseph’s faithful obedience, despite their fears and questions.
Dec. 18:  “Respond to God’s Gift” Varied responses to the birth of Jesus by the wise men and by Herod.

Dec. 25:  “Rejoice in God’s Gift” Presents the joy in the Christmas story.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about the identity of Christ.  It addresses the fact that God’s greatest gift is more than a baby.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand and value the complete story of Jesus.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Jesus Is Completely God” John 1: 1-4; Jesus as God’s Word was and is completely God, existing from eternity but distinguished from the Father.
2. “Jesus Is Completely Man” John 1: 10-11, 14-15; Although completely God, Jesus took upon Himself human flesh, becoming completely man, so He could identify with humanity.
3. “Jesus Is Completely Necessary” John 1: 12-13, 16-18; No one can become a genuine child of God apart from placing complete and explicit faith in Jesus for salvation.
Nativity scenes do not tell the entire story of the gift God gave through the birth of a child in Bethlehem;
· We must not leave Jesus in a stable.

· If we fail to recognize the entire identity of the Christ-child;

· We cannot fully comprehend just how great God’s gift of His Son was for humanity.

· Our culture loves the idea of Jesus as a cooing infant wrapped in cloth surrounded by a host of onlookers.

· Yet many intentionally reject His true identity as the Son of God.

· God in human flesh, and the Savior of the world!

Only Matthew and Luke’s Gospels include the birth narratives of Jesus;

· Mark introduced his Gospel with Jesus’ ministry as an adult.

· But John began in eternity past.

· John’s prologue is a complete treasure trove for those needing to recognize the birth of Jesus was not only a great gift;

· But the greatest gift ever given in history.

Our 1st Scripture text is John 1: 1-4 (Jesus Is Completely God):

HCSB 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 Life was in Him, and that life was the light of men.

John opened his Gospel with “in the beginning” v1;

· He intentionally wanted the reader to remember Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

· The opening verse of the Bible begins with God’s work of creation.

· And in John’s thought, it designates this original creation in contrast to the new creation in Christ.

Three crucial affirmations about the Word completed the first verse;

· 1st at the very beginning of all things “was the Word v1

· The Bible does not claim the Word “came” or “was created”

· The idea is Jesus eternally existed

· That history has never known even an instant when the Son was not present.

· Here John stressed the eternality of the Word.

· 2nd “The Word was with God”

· The thought is twofold:  relational and separateness.

· Jesus existed from all eternity in the most intimate of possible relationships within the Godhead.

· But at the same time, He was separate in person.

· 3rd the deity of the Word was asserted as John in verse 1 proclaimed “the Word was God”

· John’s point was to make clear that anything and everything that could be said about God was true.

· No doubt should ever exist that John believed and claimed Jesus was completely God.

· Verse 2 only underscores by repletion this very pronouncement.

While the first two verses stress Jesus’ relationship to God;

· John next explained the Word’s relationship to creation.

· Positively, “all things were created through Him” v3

· God the Father created everything through Jesus.

· John asserted “not one thing was created that has been created v3.

· Jesus, the Word of God, displayed His deity through His role in creation.

But His relationship with God and creation are not the only evidence Jesus is completely God;

· He was no mere human being.

· Instead, “life was in Him” v4

· The Bible does not claim Jesus was given life as a created being.

· The Word possessed the same self-existent life as the Creator!

· Having life in Himself allowed Jesus to extend abundant life on earth and eternal life in heaven.

One of the greatest distinctions between Christianity and other religions;

· Is the faith that Jesus is completely God.

· Simply put, one cannot legitimately call himself or herself a Christian and deny the deity of Jesus.

· John’s introduction to the Word clearly spoke to His divine nature.

Our 2nd Scripture text is John 1: 10-11, 14-15 (Jesus Is Completely Man):
HCSB 10 He was in the world, and the world was created through Him, yet the world did not recognize Him. 
11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 14 The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning Him and exclaimed, "This was the One of whom I said, 'The One coming after me has surpassed me, because He existed before me. ' ")

John used “world” three times in verse 10;

· To press home the sad fact of the Word’s being present with His people yet finding Himself rejected.

· The Greek here has “the world” leading three phrase

· 1st “He was in the world”

· John stressed the eternal nature of Christ.

· 2nd John reasserted the role Christ played in the formation of the created order.

· He was the agent of creation

· 3rd even though He always existed and was instrumental in its creation;

· “The world did not recognize Him”

We should not be surprised when people reject the good news;

· Even though Jesus has always been present in the world as the Father’s instrument of creation.

· Human beings consistently fail to recognize and enter into a personal relationship with Him.

· Our job is to be faithful in sharing the gospel.

As the Word, Jesus “became flesh” v14;

· He took on human form.

· Fully participating in the experience of humanity.

· Although completely God, Jesus also became fully human.

· John more intimately expressed Jesus “took up residence among us” v14.

To make even clearer the certainty of Jesus’ humanity;

· John stated, “We observed His glory” v14

· He and the other disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus as the God-man.

· The glory he referred to was Jesus’ miracles along with His death and resurrection.

· This glory was not visible on a mountaintop or building;

· But in the person of “the One and Only Son from the Father” v14.

The incarnation of Jesus in human flesh is a central doctrine of Christianity;

· John the apostle wanted to make clear to his readers the truth that Jesus was completely man as well as God.

· He found the witness of John the Baptist as further evidence.

· The Baptist testified that Jesus was both coming after him and existed before him v15.

Many people have a tendency to emphasize either Jesus’ deity or humanity;

· But both are true.

· The humanity of Jesus gives us the assurance He fully experienced everything we go through during our lives.

· He is our high priest who is able to “sympathize with our weaknesses”

· And intercede on our behalf because he “has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).

Our last Scripture text is John 1: 12-13, 16-18 (Jesus Is Completely Necessary):
HCSB 12 But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.  16 Indeed, we have all received grace after grace from His fullness, 17 for although the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The One and Only Son — the One who is at the Father's side — He has revealed Him. 
“All who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God” v12

· Becoming God’s child cannot be earned, only granted!

· To those receiving Christ, God gave the right to be called His sons and daughters.

· He grants the authority and privilege by grace coming from Himself;

· Rather than based on any works of the recipient.

· All people cannot call themselves His children.

· Only those individuals receiving Jesus, “who believe in His name” can make that claim v12.

John asserted how one becomes God’s child through three negative descriptions;
· 1st People are “born, not of blood” v13

· No one becomes God’s child simply through their bloodline or heritage.

· 2nd Adoption into God’s family is not the result of “the will of the flesh” v13

· 3rd Becoming God’s children does not result from “the will of man” v13

· John referred to the decision to have children by parents generally.

· It is only through God’s will people become His children.

The Bible goes on to describe what makes Jesus so special that it is necessary to place explicit faith in Him.

· John asserted believers “have all received grace after grace from His fullness” v16

· Jesus’ fullness is that which fills, it is the source of God’s blessing through Christ.

Another reason Jesus is completely necessary to become a child of God is;
· His role in revealing God to humankind.

· No individual “has ever seen God” v18

· God Himself told Moses, “You cannot see my face, for no one can see Me and live” (Ex. 33:20).

· God’s “One and Only Son” came in His humanity and revealed Him v18.

· Jesus is “the One who is at the Father’s side”

· He can fully make known the Father because He completely knows the Father.

Believing and receiving Jesus is a complete necessity to become children of God;

· Such an exclusive message does not sit well in our current society;

· Nor with the increasingly watered-down version of the good news found among many today claiming to be followers of Christ.

· We must never surrender our message that “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people, and we must be saved by it” (Acts 4:12).

In The Beginning
Jerry once asked his friend, “Did you know that baseball is mentioned in the Bible?”  The friend replied “Where?”  Jerry replied, “The Bible says, ‘In the big inning.”  Poor humor aside, the first phrase in both the Gospel of John and Genesis is significant:  In the beginning.  The beginning-what an appropriate place to start!  It’s far better than the fairy tale introduction, “Once upon a time.”  A story that begins “once upon a time” actually means that it has no historical framework.  There is no attempt to place it in context with other events.

The ancient world normally dated things by the year of the ruler (compare 1 Kings 6:1; Isaiah 6:1; Luke 3:1).  Yet how would one refer to events before there were any rulers or when there was as yet no means of measuring time?  In talking about the absolute beginning of things, the Bible writers do it very simply-in the beginning.
This is an acknowledgment that not only was God active in creation; He also preexisted before there was the concept of time, as did Christ.  The Arian controversy in the fourth century AD wanted to make Christ less than God and so argued “there was when he was not.”  The other side responded with a double negative:  “There was not when He was not.”  John puts it very simply-“In the beginning…the Word was with God.”  This is truth.

Prayer:

Lord thank You for seeing us lost in sin and sending Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior.

May we be blessed by Your grace and guiding by Your truth in all things.
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