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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Do You Need a Fresh Start?
1st Week:  “Gain Fresh Perspective”; Appreciating God’s greatness revealed in His created universe, obeying God’s perfect instruction to us thru His Scriptures; seeking His forgiveness.
2nd Week:  “Discover Fresh Hope”; Understanding our Soul’s deep desires; depending on God’s faithful love; and following God’s light and truth
3rd Week:  “Show Fresh Respect”; God wants people to show godly respect for all human life from conception to natural death.
What this lesson is about: Jesus’ power to transform lives is illustrated by the conversions of some people in the city of Philippi during Paul’s second missionary journey.
How this lesson can impact your life: Receive new life by believing in Jesus as your Savior, and live a transformed life characterized by purpose, freedom, and joy.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “From Searching to Sharing”; People searching for spiritual fulfillment find it only in Christ.
2. “From Spiritual Bondage to Spiritual Freedom”; No matter how strong Satan’s grip may be on people’s lives, their receiving God’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ gives them spiritual freedom.
3. “From Destructive Fear to Joyful Faith”; Only the living Christ can change a person’s destructive fear to joyful faith.

Most seniors watch their share of television.  A lot of the programs on TV today are “reality” type shows;

· They usually show us the “before” and “after” in people’s lives
· We see makeovers done to everyday people

· Some undergo plastic surgery, cosmetic dentistry, diets, and exercise regimens

· Most want to change their physical appearance in some way

· We see undesirable homes bulldozed and rebuilt as custom made, designer homes to meet the specific needs of the underprivileged family it was built for

· “Before and after” home decorating shows

· Wardrobe makeovers

 Witnessing the “before and after” is big entertainment in America.
Yet, no outward change can compare with the miracle of transformation that occurs when an individual receives new life in Christ.

· It is an inward change that shows itself in outward actions and attitudes

· It is a change that is eternal and far-reaching

Who was someone in your church as you grew up that you remember touching your life, or helping you “receive new life” through some service or ministry?

· a Sunday school teacher

· a youth pastor

· the minister’s wife

· a camp counselor

· a music director

· a special youth speaker

· an adult who mentored you

· another young person who encouraged you, prayed for/with you

· a kids league sports coach

This week’s lesson is about the lives of three people who also underwent a change in their lives after encountering the power of Christ from someone else;
· The message of their stories is that anyone who is willing can live a transformed life with a new meaning of purpose, freedom, and joy

In this first story we will find that all believers as members of the Body of Christ are; 

· called by Him

· used by Him to carry out various acts of service

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (From Searching to Sharing) Acts 16: 13-15.  Listen to how Lydia demonstrated the genuineness of her newfound faith.
Let’s look at “where” and “to whom” Paul spoke; 

· outside the city gate

· beside the river

· he found a place of prayer

· he spoke to women gathered there … specifically Lydia who was a worshiper of God

There are some reasons that might have existed for Paul to seek a “place of prayer” rather than a synagogue;
· not a large city, didn’t have a synagogue

· not enough adult Jews living there to have a synagogue

· those who worshiped Jehovah, the one true God, would gather near water
People today might also gather in places other than a church to connect with God; 
· similar situation … so small a community, don’t have a church

· often a church starts in a home gathering, a Bible study

· in some countries, there are only a handful of believers in a community, they cannot afford to build

· a recent trend has been to use cell groups which meet in homes as a strategy to begin a church or to extend its ministry

Notice the response Paul received from his speaking to this group of women; 
· the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to respond v14

· she and members of her household were baptized v15

· she invites them to her home v15

There are several things that might have prepared Lydia’s heart to receive Paul’s message;
· she had an interest in spiritual things – she was worshiping God

· she was a “God fearer” but had not fully converted to Judaism

· it says that the Lord opened her heart v14

· God’s Holy Spirit was at work in her heart, giving her a hunger and desire to experience a full relationship with God

Lydia showed proof that she was genuinely converted in verse 15;
· she was baptized 

· she must have had an influence on her household to also accept Paul’s gospel message and be baptized 

· she verbalized her conversion, asked for confirmation 

· sought a ministry of hospitality immediately

Lydia’s example in this scripture is one all of us should follow;
· we should receive God’s Truth quickly

· we should respond in obedience to God’s commands

· we should get involved in Christian ministry early (and often) in our Christian experience

Lydia listened to Paul sharing the gospel and she received the message in faith.

· Salvation comes to us “by grace…through faith

· In Ephesians 2:8 the scripture tells us:  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
· That even faith “is not” the result of our own will or effort
· That faith itself is a “gift” from God.
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (From Spiritual Bondage to Spiritual Freedom) Acts 16: 16-18.  Listen to how the girl in this story was in bondage.

We saw from the story of Lydia that Paul’s evangelistic effort in Philippi was successful.

· Paul and his partners reached Lydia for Christ

· She demonstrated her faith in Him by taking care of the missionaries

The Lord continued to use Paul to make a difference in the lives of other people in Philippi.

· One was a slave girl.

· We see in this story that this girl, different from Lydia, had no interest in Christianity

· She even showed hostility toward Christianity

Paul and his missionaries crossed paths with this demon-possessed “slave girl”;
· The town’s people believed she was able to predict the future v16

· Her masters made “much gain” or profit from her fortune telling v16
· She followed Paul and his team where ever they went v17

· She not only followed him, but she also “cried out” v17

· She did this for many days v18

Paul was “grieved” or “aggravated” by her cries;

· Under normal circumstances he would have been glad to have attracted followers

· The message she shouted seemed harmless

· But she persisted, and Paul grew weary of listening to it

· Paul considered the spirit in her to be an evil spirit

Paul did not verbally attack the girl;

· Instead he addressed the problem at its source

· He expelled the evil spirit v18

Think of a person you know today whose salvation you have been praying for that may have seemed like a “lost cause”;
· Perhaps this person is enslaved to drugs or alcohol

· Deceived by a cult or religion that doesn’t worship God

· They may be just “hard hearted”

· The verses in 16-18 show us that no person is beyond redemption when God intervenes.

The Scripture doesn’t tell us if the slave girl became a believer or freed from her owners;

· But it does show that Jesus’ power can liberate those in bondage to Satan and the forces of evil

As believers, we can boldly share the gospel with people who have no interest in Jesus

Not everyone rejoices when God’s power triumphs;

· In verse 19 (not in our lesson text today) we find that the slave girl’s owners were furious that Paul’s actions had cost them their profits

· They dragged Paul and Silas before the local authorities and charged them with “promoting customs (v21)

The local authorities accepted the false charges and ordered Paul and Silas beaten and jailed;
· This looked like defeat to Paul and Silas

· But it actually lead to yet another opportunity for the two to share the gospel and lead people to Christ

· In what seems to be these missionaries darkest hour God’s power to transform lives was still at work.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (From Destructive Fear to Joyful Faith) Acts 16: 25-34.  Listen to how this jailer failed.
In verse 25 we notice that Paul and Silas were praying;

· They were not ordinary prisoners

· Instead of cursing their fate, they prayed to God

· Instead of complaining, they sang praises to God

· This was not a private time of worship for them, because the other prisoners heard them 

In verse 26 there was a violent earthquake that caused three things to happen;

· It shook the prison on its foundation

· All the doors were opened

· Everyone’s hands were loosed (freed)

We find a troubled jailer in verses 27-30;
· He was the “keeper of the prison”

· His main job was to keep all the prisoners in custody

· If they escaped, he would have to serve their sentence

· He thought they were safe because he fell asleep

· The earthquake woke him from his sleep

· He drew his sword to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had escaped

Paul could have run for safety;

· Instead he chose to stay and witness to the jailer

· Paul intervened in an effort to save the terrified man’s life as well as his soul

Paul’s efforts saved this jailor;

· The jailor asked what he needed to do to be saved v30

· Paul told him he needed to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ v31
· They spoke this message to the jailer’s family and they were all saved and baptized v32
· The jailer fed them and rejoiced because he and his family believed God v34
This jailor, like Lydia, gave witness to the reality of his newfound faith;
· He was baptized as a public acknowledgement that he had chosen to follow Jesus

· He showed he was a changed man by feeding the missionaries and tending to their wounds

· He invited them to his home as guests

· He showed those around him that he was a changed man, full of joy

Like Paul, we also can witness to people like this jailer;

· Unbelievers facing frightening circumstances

· People experiencing great struggles

· People going through seasons of change

This lesson today titled “Receive New Life” shows each of us three different lives were changed by the power of Jesus;

· It shows us that anyone can experience this new life by accepting Christ

· All of us need to share the gospel with others, especially those with no interest in Christ

Praying During a Crisis

One foggy day, Amber Scott was sitting in her car at a railroad crossing, waiting for a train to pass.  Suddenly, a truck rear-ended her car, shoving it under a freight car in the middle of the train.  The engineer was unaware of what had happened and did not stop.

Scott’s car was caught by the train and dragged down the tracks.  During the terrifying seven-minute ride that followed, she called 911 on her cell phone.  Her call was broken off, however, because the roar of the train made it impossible for the dispatcher to hear Scott’s voice.  So she called her mother, but that call was broken off as well.

Scott realized that she had one other resource at her disposal; she prayed.  She later said, “I prayed to the Lord all the way down the track.”  At the end of the ordeal, her car was “totaled”; but she escaped with only minor injuries.

When Paul And Silas were arrested and imprisoned in Philippi, their response was the same as Amber Scott’s:  they prayed-and they sang hymns as well!  As it turned out, they did not escape with “minor injuries,” since they had been beaten with “many stripes.”  Nevertheless, they knew where to turn for strength and help.  The result was that God rescued them and that others were influenced by their faith.

The world is watching how we as Christians deal with adversity.  May our actions be a testimony to our faith.

Prayer:

Help us Lord respond to the needs of our sin-scarred world

Help each of us show by our actions that we have indeed been saved
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