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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Greatest Gift   
1st Week: “Recognize God’s Gift” This lesson was about the identity of Christ.  God’s greatest gift is more than a baby.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about Mary’s and Joseph’s faithful obedience despite their fears and questions.
How this lesson can impact your life: Obey God despite fears and questions.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Confront Your Fears” Matt. 1: 18-20; Luke 1: 28-31; Christians should not be caught off guard when God’s calling upon our lives causes fear, concerns, or unanswered questions.
2. “Ask Your Questions” Luke 1: 34-37; God expects us to come to Him with our honest questions, trusting He is open to and able to answer them.
3. “Obey in Faith” Matt. 1:24-25; Luke 1:38; Obedience to God is the true evidence of faith in God’s gift of His Son and His desire for us to follow His leading in our lives.
Fear (definition);
· The emotion we feel when our sense of security is threatened, whether the threat is real or imagined.

· Do we ever fear what God may call on us to do?  Why?

Sometimes fear can be a good emotion;

· It protects us as a God-given instinct to avoid harm for ourselves and those we love.

· But it can also hold us back from God’s best for us.

Fear, especially when combined with unanswered questions and doubts;

· Can be the basis for making excuses for disobeying God.

· In the case of potentially missing out on God’s best gift;

· Christians need to seek to overcome their fears and find answers to lingering doubts and questions.

Joseph and Mary had reasons to fear the tasks with which God presented them;

· Still, their eventual obedience serves as an example for Christ-followers today.

· The birth of Jesus was God’s greatest gift to them;

· Even though it would come with very real uncertainties and difficulty.

· We must put into practice in our own lives the same faithful obedience.

Our 1st Scripture Text is Matt. 1: 18-20; Luke 1: 28-31 (Confront Your Fears):
HCSB18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. 28 And [the angel] came to her and said, "Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you." 29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her: Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.31 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name JESUS. 
Birth announcements normally call for great celebration and joy;

· Several factors complicated the announcement of Jesus’ birth to Mary and Joseph.

· Matthew and Luke reflected that both Joseph and Mary experienced fear when learning of her impending pregnancy.

Matthew and Luke are the only Gospel writers to include the birth narrative of Jesus;
· Matthew focused on Joseph

· While Luke took interest in Mary’s account.

· Both are similar in describing how the two received the news, their reaction to the announcement, and the obedience each showed in following God’s will for their lives.

The key word in common for the couple was fear;

· Both had to confront their emotions before moving forward in faith.

· God grants believers the greatest gift of His Son but also tasks related to following His will.

· Our often experienced fear when first sensing His calling might be much like what Mary and Joseph experienced.

3 descriptions of Mary’s pregnancy brought complications regarding the upcoming birth of Jesus;

· 1st Joseph became aware Mary was pregnant after she had been engaged to him v18.

· In NT times, engagement was treated more seriously than in our culture.

· Did Mary tell Joseph she was pregnant after receiving word from the angel?

· The news or discovery most certainly would have shaken Joseph.

· 2nd Other factors no doubt troubled Joseph.

· This news arrived before the couple came together.

· Joseph undoubtedly assumed that Mary had committed adultery.

· He would have naturally been curious, hurt, and even angry.

· The reality of public perception might have caused great fear.

· 3rd Mary’s pregnancy was by the Holy Spirit v18

· Joseph was a righteous man v19
· He kept the law.

· He lived as a man of character.

The OT law called for her to be stoned (Deut. 22: 13-21);

· But by this time the humiliation of public disclosure of her sin and then divorce were allowed to suffice.

· Joseph did not want to disgrace her publicly but decided to divorce her secretly v19.

· However, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream v20.

The angel first reminded Joseph of his lineage;

· He was a son of David

· The angel brought the encouraging words “Don’t be afraid”

· He was to take Mary as his wife despite the trials and difficulties ahead for doing so.

· Joseph could go through with the marriage given the assurance Mary had not been unfaithful because the baby conceived in her was by the Holy Spirit v20.

· No man was responsible for her pregnancy.

Mary expressed the same shock when an angel announced her pregnancy;

· But unlike Joseph’s fear caused by the news, public response, and repercussions of Mary becoming pregnant;

· Mary’s fear came primarily from the angel’s appearing.

This young girl was full of fear;

· But the angel told her the same comforting words Joseph received.

· “Do not be afraid” She had found favor with God v30

· She would conceive and give birth to a son, calling His name Jesus v31.

We should not be surprised at the fearful responses of this young couple;

· None of us have received such a startling announcement.

· But Christians know the experience of having unanswered questions, doubts, and trouble-even fear-with an assignment God gives us that calls us out of our comfort zones.

· We should not allow fear to interfere with our obedience to God.

· Decide to obey before you are faced with difficult decisions brought about by God’s calling.

· We should determine not to let any doubts or concerns prevent us from godly obedience.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Luke 1: 34-37 (Ask Your Questions):
HCSB34 Mary asked the angel, "How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?" 

35 The angel replied to her: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God." 

Being confronted with a fearful situation can cause one of several responses from Christ-followers;

· Often we try to run away from the situation.
· A major part of understanding confusing situations is asking honest questions.

· Mary asked the honest question how it was possible for her to become pregnant.

Christians should be assured that God does not mind honest questions;

· When we are confronted with situations caused us fear, doubts, or unanswered questions.

· We must be on our guard not to allow our questions of God to turn into questioning God Himself.

· Having genuine questions for God implies a trust and faith that He cares for us;

· And has the answers we need to respond with obedience.

God is not afraid of the questions His children present to Him;

· His desire is for believers to grow in their faith as part of their relationship with Him.

· Being asked to take on difficult tasks challenge us to trust His plan and power for our lives.

· God desires we come to Him faithfully with our sincere questions.

· Reject the temptation to allow questions to interfere with your obedience to God.

· God might choose not to answer your questions for you and just ask you to trust Him.

· But be honest with your questions.

Our last Scripture text is Matt. 1: 24-25; Luke 1:38 (Obey in Faith):

HCSB24 When Joseph got up from sleeping, he did as the Lord's angel had commanded him. He married her 25 but did not know her intimately until she gave birth to a son. And he named Him Jesus. 38 "I am the Lord's slave," said Mary. "May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel left her.

Both Joseph and Mary faced an incredible task;

· Joseph was engaged to a woman pregnant with a child not his own.

· Mary would be pregnant through the Holy Spirit and give birth to God’s Son.

· Each would face the ridicule, scorn, and accusations of a skeptical world.

· How would you react if God placed upon you a task even remotely similar?

· We should be thankful Joseph and Mary obeyed the instructions of an angel.

· We also should follow their examples.

Joseph displayed his obedience by following the angel’s direct commands;

· After getting up from sleeping, Joseph did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him v24.

· He married Mary.

· He did not know her intimately until after Mary gave birth v25.

· Joseph named his Son Jesus v25.

Mary demonstrated obedience by faithfully accepting the commission announced to her by her angelic visitor;

· She claimed the status of the Lord’s slave v38.
· She willingly submitted herself to God’s call and will in bearing His Son.

· Mary said, “May it be done to me according to your word” v38

· She showed obedience in the face of the most enormous task ever asked of a woman.

The obedience of this couple should serve as;

· The ultimate example for us to follow when confronting tasks and circumstance in our lives that cause us fear, concerns, and unanswered questions.

· God promises not to lay on us anything greater than we can handle through Him.

· He does not guarantee to provide us an easy path as followers of Christ.

· We should obey even when our questions are not fully answered or when we cannot see the final outcome of our obedience.

The Lord is With Thee

A man grew up in a Midwestern state of the U.S., and his entire family, grandparents included, lived within an 80-mile radius.  But when he was 12, his maternal grandparents moved to Florida.  That Christmas he and his mother and sister went to spend Christmas with them.  While they were there, his grandfather took him fishing.  He had never been fishing before or had ever been out on a boat.

The whole experience was rather exciting and intimidating at the same time.  But as long as his grandpa was with him, he had no fear.  The water, the rocking of the small boat, the sights and sounds-nothing made him afraid.  Grandpa was close by, and he felt secure.

Mary was initially troubled at the appearance of the angel, but she was soon told of the Lord’s favor.  A message of reassurance is also available to each of us.  We have the Lord’s promise that He is with us at all times (Matt. 28:20).  With this realization, we can be as relaxed and confident as a child out on the water with his grandpa.

Prayer:

Lord may it be unto us according to Your will.
Help us to follow the example of Mary and Joseph in humble submission.

Fill us again with joy for the coming of Jesus into the world.
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