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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Confident Living in Difficult Times 
1st Week: “Faith Under Fire”; Regardless of our circumstances believers have a living hope that cannot be taken away.  We have the resources to continue living holy lives.  All of us should live a life of confident faith regardless of our circumstances.
What this lesson is about: Peter spells out the impact our future hope should have on our conduct, even when we are going through difficult times.
How this lesson can impact your life: Discover ways to demonstrate a holy, reverent, and obedient lifestyle.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Be Holy!” 1Peter 1:13-16; Since God is holy, our attitudes and actions are to be characterized by holiness.  Holy living is not automatic for believers; it requires preparation and discipline.
2. “Be Reverent!” 1Peter 1:17-21; The cost Christ paid for our redemption is indescribable and merits our reverent conduct.  Our hearts are to be marked by purity that results in love for fellow believers.
3. “Be Obedient!” 1Peter 1:22-2:1; We are to rid our lives of sins that hinder love:  malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander.
In the 1940’s elevators required an operator;

· In one office building, Randy, a committed Christian, was the operator.

· Randy knew he did not have a prestigious job.

· But he was determined to share his faith, and his job gave him lots of opportunities.

· He transported workers from their upper floors to the ground floor every afternoon.

· As they exited his elevator he would give them a smile and say, “Have a good evening, and be sure your last trip is ‘up!”

None of us knows when a situation will develop during which we can;

· Demonstrate our faith in some simple but effective way.

· Living holy, reverent, and obedient lives prepares us to be ready in any situation to glorify God.

Our lesson title today is “Ready for Action”;
· Have you ever heard the expression “Get ready…get set…go!”

· In today’s lesson we are going to get ready for action even though we may be experiencing difficult times.

· By the end of our lesson each of us should be ready to go!

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Be Holy!) 1Peter 1: 13-16.

Listen to God’s command in verse 16 as these verses are being read.

The imminent return of Christ should motivate us to live for Him v13;

· This means being mentally alert (“with your minds ready for action”).
· Disciplined (“be serious”)

· And focused (“set your hope completely”).

· Are you ready to meet Christ?

If we decide to bake a cake, how do we know what shape it will be when it’s done?

· It depends on the shape of the pan in which we baked it.

· Because we are in Christ

· We are to be holy as He is holy.

· As the cake is conformed to the shape of the pan;

· So does the Holy Spirit conform us to the image of Christ as we submit in obedience to His will.

Verses 14 and 15 instruct us to be “obedient children” and to be holy;

· Imagine telling your young children to brush their teeth, but if you only get half of them, that’s okay.

· Or telling them to be sure to get a C- on their test in school the next day.

· This makes about as much sense as God telling us to be a little bit holy.

· God’s standard is His own holiness.

· He demands nothing less of His children.

Why can we not follow our own standards of goodness and be pleasing to God?  Why is God’s standard so high?

· If we could reach God’s standard of holiness on our own;

· Then Christ died for nothing.

· We can never be holy in our own strength.

· God requires a willing vessel because He will not force us to obey Him.

· Our talk must match our walk.

We are to be holy in all our conduct because God who saved us is holy v15;

· How does this command strike you?

· How holy is your conduct?

· Who among us would stand up in a church service and testify that we are living holy lives?

· Most of us are aware that our holiness has holes in it.

Holy living is not easy;

· It requires preparation and discipline.

· We need to:

· Read our Bible daily.

· Daily prayer time.

· Regular Bible study and worship with others.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Be Reverent!) 1Peter 1: 17-21.

Listen to Peter’s reasons for us to live reverently as these verses are being read.

“Reverent fear” in verse 17 is not the fear of a slave for a ruthless master;
· But the healthy respect of a believer for the all-powerful God.

· Because God is the Judge of all the earth;

· We dare not ignore Him or treat Him casually.

· We should not assume that our privileged status as God’s children gives us freedom to do whatever we want.

Note that the word “reverence” does not appear in this passage;

· We are to have a awe of God not fear;

· Other words for reverence are:  honor-respect-devotion

Peter gives us reasons to live reverently;

· God is our Heavenly Father v17

· Our salvation has been purchased with Jesus’ blood v19

· God was not caught off guard by our rebellion but planned from the beginning to provide for our salvation v20
· Our faith and hope are in God v21
Today there are daily activities in which our decisions can be affected by our reverence for God;

· TV watching.

· Long line at the grocery store.

· Server gets the order wrong at the restaurant.

We need to remember that this world is our “temporary residence” (sojourning here KJV);

· We need to live not just for today, but for eternity.

· Some believers shortchange themselves by taking a nearsighted approach to find the best life offers.

In v18 and 19 a slave was “redeemed” when someone paid money to buy his or her freedom;
· God redeemed us from sin.

· Not with money, but with the precious blood of His own Son (Romans 6: 6)

· We cannot escape from sin on our own;

· Only the life of God’s Son can free us.

Christ’s sacrifice for our sins was not an afterthought;

· Not something God decided to do when the world spun out of control.

· This plan was set in motion by the all-knowing, eternal God long before the world was created.

· What a comfort it must have been to Jewish believers to know that Christ’s coming and His work of salvation were planned by God long before the world began.

· This assured them that the law was not being scrapped because it didn’t work;

· But that both the law and the coming of Christ were part of God’s eternal plan.

We are among believers who are redeemed at an indescribable cost;
· We joyfully are to live lives characterized by reverence.

· When we do, we will be able to say with the psalmist, “You reveal the path of life to me; in Your presence is abundant joy; in Your right hand are eternal pleasures (Psalm 16:11).

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Be Obedient!) 1Peter 1:22-2:1).

Listen to what we are to rid ourselves of as these verses are being read.

In verse 22 what is meant by the phases “purified yourselves” (your souls KJV) and “pure heart?”

· We are to have a pure heart because we have been born again to love completely.

· We show love by obeying the gospel message.

· Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).

Sincere (unfeigned KJV) love involves selfless giving v22;

· A self-centered person can’t truly love.

· God’s love and forgiveness free us to take our eyes off ourselves, and to meet other’s needs.

· By sacrificing his life, Christ showed that He truly loves us.

· Now we can love others by following His example and giving of ourselves sacrificially.

Today we don’t seem to have a problem loving others that love us;

· But what about those who ignore us or look down on us or criticize us or belittle us or gossip about us?

· On our own, we can no more selflessly and sacrificially love the unlovely than we can live holy lives.

· When we love God and seek to walk in the Spirit;

· He produces in us love as a fruit of the Spirit.

· We need to remove ill will toward others and sacrifice our hurt feelings and bruised egos on the altar of obedience.

Some of us might be saying, “Why should I show love to one who has caused so much pain and trouble?”

· The answer is in verse 23:  because “you have been born again.”
· Our new birth was planned, provided, and initiated by God.

Peter tells us of the things we need to get rid of;

· Malice:  all that is bad, evil, and depraved.  People that have no decency.

· Deceit (guile KJV): “two-faced” the helpful face out front hides the conniving face of one out to take advantage of people’s trust.

· Hypocrisy:  this is pretending to be what one is not.

· Envy:  an expression of selfishness, desiring for self what belongs to another.

· Slander (evil speakings KJV):  gossip, whether true or false.

Why did Peter mention these particular attitudes and actions?

· Likely because they hinder love

· But why tell believers to rid themselves of such things?

· Take a look around next time you are at church.

· Look within your own heart.

· Regular reflection and repentance are necessary to get rid of these sins and to be the loving Christian God desires.

· We should aim to live our lives characterized by holiness, reverence, and obedience.

Applying The Right Principles
Rudolph Giuliani, former mayor of New York City, is most famous for his commanding and comforting presence at the horrendous scene of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.  However, he had become famous (or infamous, depending on one’s politics) for changes he brought about earlier in his tenure as mayor.

Giuliani came to office at a time when the city was crime-ridden and the streets overrun by cast-off derelicts of society.  A New York Times poll indicated that more than 50 percent of the adults in the city were planning to leave.  A decade later, the murder rate was one-third of what it had been, the homeless had been moved into facilities where they could be helped, and street prostitution, drug-dealing, and graffiti had all declined due to aggressive law enforcement.  The mayor’s promotion of “middle class values” (in other words, the advocacy of principles of human decency) had made New York City livable again.

Regardless of sociological and political fads that try to make humanity’s sinful condition excusable-or even laudable-the biblical values of sobriety, morality, and holiness that Peter advocates are the only principles that will make society work.  With anything else, we are merely fooling ourselves.

Prayer:

Lord help us to commit, with Your help, to live holy, reverent, and obedient lives.  
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