May 22, 2011                                     Pursue God’s Agenda                                       #209                                                                                                                          
4th lesson this month on the topic:  Taking the Lead   
1st Week: “Overcome Your Fears”; identifying and overcoming the fears that prevent us from being the spiritual leaders God wants us to be. 
2nd Week:  “Use Your Influence”; Recognize you have influence and determine to use your influence for God’s purposes and in godly ways.
3rd Week:  “Walk With God”; Walk with God in such a way that both unbelievers and believers recognize the person’s integrity and trust the person to lead.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about believers’ pursuing God’s agenda by recognizing their accountability to God, holding uncompromisingly to the gospel, and living out their devotion to the church.
How this lesson can impact your life: Adopt and pursue God’s agenda.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Recognize Your Accountability to God” 1 Cor. 4:1-5; We must live faithfully as stewards of God’s kingdom work.
2. “Hold Uncompromisingly to the Gospel” Gal. 1: 6-10; Believers must take a stand for the truth of the gospel.
3. “Live Out Your Devotion to the Church” 1 Thess. 2: 7-12; Living out our devotion to the church means ministering to people more than serving the institution.  Submitting to God’s kingdom purpose for our lives means pursuing His agenda fully and faithfully.
Today’s lesson is about Paul and the way he pursued God’s agenda in his life;
· Our 1st lesson this month was about Joshua (Overcome Your Fears).

· Our 2nd lesson was about Esther and how to (Use Your Influence).

· Our 3rd lesson was about Ezra and how we are to (Walk With God).

If you had written an agenda for your life when you were young, what would have been on it?

· Career?

· Family?

· A comfortable retirement?

· Inventor?

When you were younger did you ever think of God’s plan in your life or did you only;

· Follow your heart.

· Fulfill your dreams.

· Do what you pleased.

· Be your own person.

Our lesson today focuses on believers’ pursuing God’s agenda by;

· Recognizing our accountability.

· Holding uncompromisingly to the gospel.

· And living out our devotion to the church.

· All believers need to commit ourselves to pursuing God’s agenda wherever it leads and whatever it costs.

· How close do our individual agendas match God’s?

· How about our SS class?

· How about our church?

Agenda (definition);

· A list or outline of things to be considered or done.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Recognize Your Accountability to God) 1 Corinthians 4: 1-5.  Listen to why it is wrong to judge others as these verses are being read.

In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul challenged the Corinthians to;

· Strive for unity in their ministry by pursuing God’s agenda rather than their own.

· Corinthian believers were claiming loyalty to particular church leaders rather than to Christ (3:4 not in our text).

· Paul reminded the church that all human leaders were merely servants through whom God’s work continued.

· Paul told the believers the day was coming when God would judge everyone’s work (3: 12-15 not in text).

· He urged his readers not to overestimate their own wisdom (3:18-20 not in text).

· They belonged to Christ and needed to follow Him alone (3:21-23 not in text).

Paul described accountability to God in our printed verses (1-5);

· He wanted the Corinthians first and foremost to consider him and his coworkers as servants of Christ v1.

· The servant ultimately received his status from the authority of the one he served.

Paul described himself and his fellow workers as “managers of God’s mysteries” v1;

· Managers also can mean “stewards” and describes someone who receives responsibility to care for the property of another.

· Paul and his team served as stewards of God’s mysteries-the hidden wonders in God’s plan that He had revealed to them.

Paul and his coworkers functioned as managers accountable to God;

· As did the Corinthian church and its members.

· The NT teaches that all Christians have various spiritual gifts to exercise for the sake of the body (1Cor. 12:4-11).

· We should exercise our gifts as we pursue God’s agenda.

· We are to be accountable to God as His stewards, just like Paul.

Paul shared with the Corinthians what God expected of managers;

· God desired “that each one of them be found faithful” v2.

· Managers do not set their own agendas.

· Rather, the one who hired them does.

· Serving as God’s managers’ means focusing on His agenda, not ours.

Paul considered human opinion of his work “of little importance” v3;

· His stewardship would not be evaluated by the Corinthians nor “by any human court.”

· He even stated “I don’t even evaluate myself”

· He didn’t mean he never took stock of his own life;

· Or never received constructive criticism from others.

· But he knew that ultimately he was not his own judge.

· Managers are responsible to the one who hired them.

· That one (God) would do the evaluation.

Paul warned the Corinthians;

· “Don’t judge anything prematurely” v5.

· God would test the quality of each person’s work (3:13).

· Anyone who tried to pass judgment on another “before the Lord comes” would be acting presumptuously.

· Believers can do right things for wrong reasons.

· God will judge our motives as well as the work we do.

Today, when all believers pursue God’s agenda;

· Unity results.

· Leaders and followers must work together keeping the end in mind.

· God will judge our actions and motives related to our work.

· Recognizing our accountability to God provides good motivation.

· God does not want to bless our agendas; rather, He wants us to pursue His!

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Hold Uncompromisingly to the Gospel) Galatians 1: 6-10.  Listen to Paul’s words to the Galatian church as these verses are being read.
The churches of Galatia were located in what is now central Turkey;
· Paul and Barnabas established these churches on their 1st missionary journey.

· Within a short time, false teachers appeared in Galatia and steered some believers into doctrinal error.

· Paul wrote to the Galatian churches to encourage them to turn back to the truth.

Paul told the Galatians he was amazed at the reports he had received;

· Why were they “so quickly turning away from” the Lord? v6

· God had called the Galatians to receive new life “by the grace of Christ.”

· But now the people were “turning to a different gospel.”

· Paul was telling the Galatians that by yielding to the false teachers, they had totally abandoned the gospel.

· Paul describes the false teachers as “some who are troubling you” v7.

· He asserted that the troublemakers “want to change the good news (gospel) about the Messiah” v7.

What was the gospel or good news Paul preached?

· The Bible tells us that God has revealed His wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18).

· All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s righteous standard (3: 23).

· But God has met our deep spiritual need through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Salvation comes whenever people;

· Recognize their sinful condition.

· Confess their sin to God.

· And repenting, place their faith in Jesus and His saving work.

· This is the only gospel.

Believers today need to exercise discernment when listening to spiritual teaching;

· However, we will not experience the level of spiritual growth God wants for us if we get all our biblical teaching only from the pulpit and from SS.
· Regular time in God’s Word will help us understand God’s agenda.

· Once we understand it, we will find it easier to embrace it and pursue it.

Leaders need to be careful not to give people only what they want to hear!

· All believers will face temptation to water down the gospel to make it more palatable to those who hear it.

· Pursuing God’s agenda means holding uncompromisingly to and make known the gospel.

· Anything less is no gospel at all!

· After all, the gospel does not have a human origin but comes from the Lord Himself (Gal. 1: 11-12).

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Live Out Your Devotion to the Church) 1 Thessalonians 2: 7-12.  Listen to Paul’s words to the church as these verses are being read.

Paul first visited Thessalonica on his 2nd missionary journey;
· A number of Jews and Gentiles responded to Paul’s preaching there.

· However, Paul’s opponents succeeded in forcing them to leave the city.

The Thessalonian believers served as examples to all believers in the region;

· Paul reminded them of the good results that had come in Thessalonica after the disciples suffered unjust treatment in Philippi.

· Paul assured the church his group had pure motives for bringing the gospel to them.

· Paul’s desire was to please God, for God examines both motives and action.

· He had not sought to win the people over with flattering speech;

· Nor had he sought to gain financially from the Thessalonians.

God had given Paul’s team a love for other people;
· Taking the name of Christ to others was not a burden to them, but a privilege.

· They were pleased to share with Thessalonica’s citizens the gospel of God.

· Paul’s group could have been a burden;

· Instead, they were gentle nurturers.

· They could have shared only the gospel;

· Instead, they shared their very lives.

Believers today also need to have love for other people;

· Love for others is one of the great motivators to share our faith.

· Love expressing itself in self-denying commitment.

· The Thessalonians were objects of that kind of love.

As churches grow larger and require more buildings;

· Paying the bills and keeping programs running can become more important than ministering to people.

· Let’s live out our devotion to the church by remembering that the church itself are people.

Paul’s was concerned that the Thessalonians see him as a man of integrity, devoted to the church;

· He and his group had lived devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly before the believers there v10.

· They gave sacrificially of themselves to benefit those they led.

· Today as well, believers who provide spiritual leadership must be willing to give themselves sacrificially for those they lead.

Today, our society emphasizes individual rights;

· But the Bible encourages us to put other’s needs ahead of our own (Phil. 2: 3-4).

· The Bible does not call us to burn out doing ministry.

· But it does call us to live sacrificially for the building up of the church.

Paul and his associates modeled the kind of life they expected of those they influenced;

· We must do the same today.

· We can live out our devotion to Christ’s church by loving one another and by giving ourselves sacrificially to other people.

· As spiritual leaders conduct themselves in ways that build up the church;

· They also lead other believers to a stronger walk with God.

The Bible calls us to pursue God’s agenda;

· As He pursues His agenda, He invites people everywhere to pursue it with Him.

· Those who lead need to communicate clearly and often God’s agenda.

We can better pursue God’s agenda when we take three steps;

1. We must recognize our accountability to God.

2. We must hold uncompromisingly to the gospel.

3. We must live out our devotion to the church.

Today’s world talks much about self-fulfillment, but the Bible asserts that we find true and lasting fulfillment only when we pursue God’s agenda.

Counterfeits
Back in the 1990s, the United States government began redesigning its paper money, starting with the hundred-dollar bill, then the fifty-dollar and twenty-dollar bills.  In May of 2000, the ten-dollar and five-dollar bills were introduced.  Many people did not like the new bills, saying, “They just don’t look like real money-it’s more like Monopoly money!”  Even though the new bills didn’t seem like the ‘real thing” to some, there was a very important reason for the change.

With the advent of computers, the old bills had become too easy to counterfeit.  Millions of counterfeit dollars were being foisted on an unsuspecting public each year.  The new bills have several features that make them more difficult to counterfeit than the old ones:  a special watermark that can be seen when the bill is held up to the light, a security thread that glows a different color under ultraviolet light, more detailed portraits, and ink that changes color when viewed from different angles.

So, whether Americans like it or not, the new money will stay.  In this, many of us may be in a similar position to some of the Christians in Galatia.  They liked the old way of “working” for their salvation, and Paul’s gospel of God’s grace was an idea they hadn’t accepted because it didn’t seem like real religion.

However, one of the problems with the old way was that it was too easy to counterfeit.  One could go through the motions of being righteous without that righteousness being the “real thing.”  And that raises a question for us:  What counterfeit approaches to Christian faith are we confronted with?

Prayer:

Lord, help each of us strive to pursue Your agenda……not ours…
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