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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Beyond Doubt
What this lesson is about: Fellowship with God and with other believers is based on a correct understanding of who Jesus is and why He came.
How this lesson can impact your life: With a greater degree of certainty of who Jesus is and why He came, live consistently in fellowship with God and with other believers.
Our lesson theme for this month is “Beyond Doubt”;

1st week:  “Purposefully Connected”; John’s firsthand knowledge that Jesus is truly the Christ.

2nd week:  “Know that You Know God”; Do we obey Christ?  Do we love others?  Do we avoid the influences of the world?

3rd week:  “Grounded in Truth”; John did not want his readers to be misled by false teachings.  He challenged them to test what others said against what the Scripture teaches.

4th week:  “Confidently Victorious”; We can live victorious lives, certain that God hears and answers our prayers.

A friend unexpectedly lost his job.  He said, “Well, one thing’s for certain-nothing is for certain!”  All of us feel that same way at times.

· The stock market falls and we are concerned about our retirement income

· One of our children’s marriage ends in divorce after several years

· Our doctor begins the conversation with, “I hate to tell you this, but…”
We have good news!  Christ offers His followers confidence that is out of this world.

· As we study 1 John this month we find evidences to assure us “Beyond Doubt” that we indeed belong to Christ.

Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “The Reality of Fellowship”; Genuine fellowship with God and others must be undergirded by a proper understanding of Jesus’ nature.
2. “Walking in Fellowship”; A godly lifestyle is a reflection and a condition of real fellowship with God and other believers
3. “A Costly Fellowship”; God provided the means for us to enjoy fellowship through the sacrifice of His Son for our sins.
Over the past several years, a multitude of dating Web sites have invaded the Internet;
· Two of the most popular promise a harmonious relationship and a perfect match for those who what to find that “special someone”

· TV commercials show success stories and celebrities add their “professional” advice.

· For some people they have positive results, but most are disappointed.

These kinds of services are just one indication of uncertainty in the area of relational connectedness;

· Still, the most important relational need is to have fellowship with God through Jesus Christ.

· Christians need to stay connected with other believers

Yet, those Christian relationships are often lacking.  Lifeway Research conducted a survey in 2007 that revealed;

· That 27% agreed they had developed significant relationships at their church.

· Only 18% agreed they intentionally made significant time for fellowship with other Christians.

· Only 30% agreed that participation in a local church is necessary for a believer to be truly obedient to God.
Think for a minute on what comes to your mind when you hear the word “fellowship”;

· Dartball game night at church?

· Wednesday night suppers in our fellowship center?

· Breakfast and coffee before Sunday school in our fellowship center?

We know that these activities are symbols of fellowship;

· True fellowship happens when we share our lives with others

· Common experiences, open sharing of our feelings
· Continual conversation, and compassion for one another are just a few elements of healthy fellowship

John focused on these relationships believers have with God and each other in his first epistle.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses “The Reality of Fellowship” 1 John 1: 1-4.

Listen for how many times he uses the words “we” and “you” in these verses.

John wrote 1 John (considered a letter to the church) with a purpose that he explained in Chapter 5 verse 13, which says;
· “I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God; so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
· He wrote this book of the Bible to generate confidence and certainty that eternal life was the church’s present possession.

A problem arose several years after the death and resurrection of Jesus.

· False teaching crept into the churches by early Gnosticism

· This group claimed all physical matter was evil, so they denied the reality of Jesus’ incarnation

· They rejected the full humanity of Jesus

John starts off this book emphasizing that Christ (“the Word of life”) is eternal;

· That God came into the world as a human

· That he (John) was an eyewitness to Jesus life

· That Jesus brings light and life

As an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, John was qualified to teach the truth about him;

· The readers of this letter had not seen and heard Jesus themselves

· They could trust that what John wrote was accurate

· All of us are like 2nd and 3rd generation Christians, we have not personally seen, heard, or touched Jesus, but we have the New Testament record of his eyewitnesses, and we can trust that they spoke the truth about him 

Jesus tells us in John 20, verse 29;

·  “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
John writes about having fellowship with other believers;

· 1st ; Our fellowship is grounded in the testimony of God’s Word; Without this underlying strength, togetherness is impossible
· 2nd ; Our fellowship is mutual, depending on the unity of believers
· 3rd ; Our fellowship is renewed daily through the Holy Spirit
· True fellowship combines social and spiritual interaction, and it is made possible only through a living relationship with Christ.
John stressed that believers have a real Savior in whom to believe;

· That we have a real message to proclaim
· That we share real relationships
· And that we have a real joy to experience
How would you describe your connection with other Christians?

Why do you feel an instant connection with someone you don’t know when you discover that he or she is also a believer?

Some read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Walking in Fellowship) 1 John 1: 5-7.

Listen to why it is important to walk in the light.

Light; Represents what is good, pure, true, hold, and reliable.

Darkness; Represents what is sinful and evil.

The statement “God is light” means that God is perfectly holy and true and that he alone can guide us out of the darkness of sin;

· Light is also related to truth in that light exposes whatever exists, whether it is good or bad
· In the dark, good and evil look alike
· In the light, they can be clearly distinguished
Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot exist in the presence of a holy God;

· We must put aside our sinful ways of living
· To claim that we belong to Him but then to go out and live for ourselves is hypocrisy
· Christ will expose and judge such deceit
Some false teachers claimed that a person could have fellowship with God while living in sin;

· John rejected this thought
· He assured us that there is absolutely no darkness in God.
· Just as light and dark cannot coexist, neither can God’s holiness and sin.
John identified two benefits believers enjoy;

· 1st, walking “in the light” (v7) or living in obedience to the teachings of Christ leads to “fellowship with one another.”  This fellowship is among believers and also between believers and God.
· When we live Christ filled lives we grow in our love for God and for fellow believers.  When we live “world focused”  lives we forfeit those bonds of fellowship
· 2nd, cleansing “from all sins.”  Jesus washes away our sins by his shed “blood” (v7)
· Christ paid the penalty for our sins, cleansed us, and invites us to fellowship with Him.
In what ways do some Christians compromise their faith?

What changes in attitudes toward sin have you seen during your lifetime?

If Jesus were to evaluate your life now, which would He say is your lifestyle?

· You live as though sin does not matter.

· You live in fellowship with God and with other believers

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (A Costly Fellowship) 1 John 1: 8-2:2.

Listen to what God does if we confess our sins to Him.

John addressed a second false teaching that claimed people have no natural tendency toward sin;

· The false teachers said that though people might sin in their bodies, the flesh has nothing to do with the spirit; therefore people are not guilty before God.

· “Not true” declared John.  If we deny that we are sinners, we are both deceiving ourselves (v8) and living a lie.

There is a condition to this provision;

· We must “confess our sins (v9)

· Only then does He “forgive” and “cleanse us”

Many times we want to hold on to our sins;

· Perhaps it’s the pleasure of the moment

· Perhaps we have not considered the consequences of continued sin

· Perhaps we are just stubborn and determined to hang on to the sin to which we have grown to love and enjoy

If God has forgiven us for our sins because of Christ’s death, why must we confess our sins?

· We are agreeing with God that our sin truly is sin and that we are willing to turn from it

· Ensuring that we don’t conceal our sins from Him and consequently from ourselves

· Recognizing our tendency to sin and relying on His power to overcome it

We see in our lesson today that John had watched his spiritual children grow in their walk with Christ;

· He knew they had doubts and questions; “Was Jesus really the Son of God?  Could a holy, perfect God come to earth and dwell in the flesh?  Could a person living in sin still have fellowship with God?
· John wanted his readers to know the truth as well as have assurance of their salvation.

In our lesson today we can both be assured and we can assure others that;

· Genuine fellowship with God and others must be undergirded by a proper understanding of Jesus’ nature

· A godly lifestyle is a reflection of real fellowship with God and other believers

· Christ paid the price for our sins and serves as our advocate before Holy God.

Keeping Commandments

Some years ago a friend of mine mentioned an incident that had occurred in his family.  His children had various chores they were to do around the house.  His youngest son, Jimmy, was to take the garbage each evening and put it in the garbage can at the back of their yard.  His mother usually wrapped it in a newspaper and placed it on the corner of the kitchen cabinet.

One night Jimmy went out to play, and my friend asked his daughter, “Did Jimmy pick up the garbage?”  She looked into the kitchen and noticed the garbage was still on the kitchen counter.  My friend said, “Tell Jimmy to come back and get the garbage.”  She went to the back door and yelled out, “Jimmy, come back and get the garbage.”  Jimmy yelled back, “Who says so?”  She replied, “Dad says so.”  Only at that point did Jimmy come back and pick up the garbage!

Jimmy had heard his sister’s command, but there was no obedience because he did not respect her authority.  When he understood whose authority lay behind the command, he obeyed immediately.  John said that if we know Jesus, we will keep His commands.  Do we?

Prayer:

Lord, we thank You for loving us in spite of our sins.
Thank you for being willing to allow us into Your close fellowship despite our weaknesses.

Thank you for cleansing us despite our spiritual filthiness.
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