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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Stepping Up to Serve
1st week:  “Be Aware”; We need to be aware of the needs of other people; we need to remember how much we depend on God and to pray persistent prayers
What this lesson is about:  Nehemiah took to heart the bad news he received about Jerusalem and began making preparations to do what he could to rectify the situation.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Take to heart the opportunities God gives you to serve Him and make the necessary preparations to carry out the service.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Invest Your Heart”; We owe God our total commitment as we step up to serve.
2. “Set Clear Goals”; God’s work (large and small) deserves our best planning.
3. “Enlist Support”; God often works through teams of His people to accomplish His purposes.
Prepare (definition);

· To put in a proper state of mind

· To work out the details

· To plan in advance

Do you have times when the work you do seems overwhelming?

· We think we have so much to do that we just dive right in

· We try to accomplish one thing after the other

· We usually fail to prioritize or “prepare”
· We fail to get the most important things done first

· Planning and prioritizing help us to be more efficient and effective

Have you ever “prepared” condensed soup?

· The directions say “empty content into saucepan; add one cup of water, stir, heat, serve
· A lot of adults today believe that this is too much preparation

· They prefer the single serving soup that comes in a microwavable container

· They stick it in the microwave, zap it a few seconds, and they are on their way

Our culture’s time crunch and demand for minimal preparation often carry over into our spiritual lives as well;

· Many don’t want to invest the time to “prepare” their hearts spiritually

· If they can’t learn what they need on Sunday morning, they don’t want to bother
· Stepping up to serve the Lord requires patient and diligent preparation

· When we learn to prepare for God’s service, we have taken a big step

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Invest Your Heart) Nehemiah 2: 1-3.
Listen to why Nehemiah was sad (v3).

4 months had passed since Nehemiah first learned of Jerusalem’s condition;

· He had committed the matter to fervent prayer

· He now was about to receive an opportunity to raise his concern

· He was about to experience God’s answer to prayer

· The plan God was orchestrating was about to play itself out

Nehemiah states in v1 that he had never been sad in the king’s presence;

· Nehemiah had kept his prayer concern a private matter

· He had not allowed his concern for Jerusalem to affect his work

· He followed established protocol not to be sad in the king’s presence

· Sad people might negatively influence the mood of the king

The king noticed something different about Nehemiah;

· The king was close to Nehemiah and noticed his “sadness of heart”
· Nehemiah was not just another servant to the king

· He was the king’s cupbearer

· Someone in whom the king placed great trust

Nehemiah felt “overwhelmed with fear” v2;

· His fear may have come from his breaking protocol regarding sadness in the king’s presence

· His fear also may have come from realizing God was preparing the king’s heart to hear his request

Nehemiah spoke respectfully but to the point;

· Nehemiah spoke of Jerusalem as he spoke to the king

· The city where his ancestors lay buried and also lay in ruins v3

· He spoke of Jerusalem’s gates being destroyed by fire

Nehemiah invested his whole heart fully in the service of God;

· As we step up to serve the Lord we must do the same

· Half-hearted, indifferent activity will not work

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Set Clear Goals) Nehemiah 2: 4-8.

Listen to what Nehemiah’s request was for (v5).

The king asked Nehemiah, “What is your request?” v4;
· This provided Nehemiah the opportunity to bring his petition to the king

· After 4 months of prayerful anticipation, the moment had come

Nehemiah said “So I prayed to the God in Heaven” v4;

· This was not the 1st time he had prayed about the matter
· He had been praying since the day he heard of the problem in Jerusalem

· His comment here refers to a quick prayer he uttered under his breath before he answered the king

Nehemiah’s words “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you” v5;

· Refers to Nehemiah’s record of service to the king

· As God prepares us for service, are we building a record of faithful service in small matters?

· Usually faithfulness in small acts of service leads to God’s using us for greater acts of service

Nehemiah asked the king’s blessing to return to Judah;

· He asked for the king’s blessing to rebuild Jerusalem and its walls

Notice Nehemiah’s specific request;

· The Lord clearly was working in his heart to give him a vision of what was to come

· He understood that he needed God’s intervention for his success

· God likewise must bless our service to Him if it is to have eternal significance

The words “it pleased the king to send me” (v6) reveal that the King granted Nehemiah’s request;

· More issues needed arranging, but Nehemiah had planned well

· He demonstrated both a deep reliance on God and a willingness to accept responsibility

· God’s work and our planning are not contradictory

· God often does His work through “prepared” people (our lesson theme today)

Nehemiah requests letters of approval so he could present them to the governors;

· He wanted to be sure everybody understood he had the king’s approval

· He knew they would need timber to rebuild the gates, the city wall, and his own home v8

The king granted Nehemiah’s requests;

· Nehemiah experienced gracious strengthening from God

· He had prayed and relied on God fully

· He also had been ready to lay before the king specific goals and a complete plan

God does not call all his followers to lead such big projects as Nehemiah;

· Normally the Lord starts us on smaller projects

· He develops our gifts and talents

· In His perfect timing He then gives us larger opportunities

We should always remember that no job done for God, no matter how small is insignificant;

· We do not know how mightily God may use some seemingly meager effort to accomplish great things for His purpose

· The most important thing for all of us is that we remain ready to step up and serve

What project has God called you to do for Him?

· In what goals must you invest your heart fully in order to accomplish that project?

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Enlist Support) Nehemiah 2: 11-18.
Listen to what Nehemiah’s first task was when he arrived (v13)
Nehemiah decided to conduct a night inspection of Jerusalem and its walls;

· He didn’t want to attract any attention

· He didn’t tell anyone about the plans God laid on his heart v12

· He wanted a clear plan in his own mind before he began to enlist others to help

· Good leaders clarify in their own minds plans and goals before enlisting support of others

· Lack of clarity can doom a project before it starts (that has never happened in our church has it?)

Verses 13-15 provide a detailed description of Nehemiah’s inspection;

· We do not know the exact location of all these places he inspected

· Nehemiah knew extensive rebuilding would be necessary

· He inspected the walls of Jerusalem and their broken down condition v13
· What he saw must have discouraged him

· He knew God had prepared him for this project

Nehemiah identified with and made himself a part of those he wished to enlist in the project;

· The work required a team effort 

· An effort that would honor God

· An effort that would bring blessing to all in the city

· He encouraged them to help rebuild the walls v17

He further encouraged the people by telling them how the gracious hand of their God had guided his conversation with the king;

· The people needed to know that the government had endorsed Nehemiah’s plan

· Without them knowing this they might think rebuilding the walls would show a sign of rebellion against the king

Like Nehemiah, we must enlist other’s support and involvement as we step up to serve the Lord;

· God rarely calls “lone rangers” for His kingdom

· God usually does His work through teams of people

· As the team prays and prepares, God often blesses their efforts beyond their dreams

Let’s look at the different things Nehemiah did to demonstrate wisdom in leadership and how to properly “prepare” for the project God called him to do;

· He prayed and planned for months

· He revealed his true feelings-he had no hypocrisy

· He boldly expressed his concerns to the one who could help him do something

· He prayed spontaneously for God’s help

· He agreed to his superior’s requests

· He stated his requests clearly and thoroughly

· He credited God for his successes

· He rested before initiating a long and difficult job

· He solicited the help of others

· He maintained clear-cut goals and noble purposes

What work does God want to do through our Sunday School Class or congregation?

What work does God want you to do for Him as you continue to find ways to serve Him?

The Power of Symbols

What is the most important symbol in your life?  In a materialistic culture, many things can vie for top symbolic meaning.  Luxury cars, yachts, and Rolex watches can be on such a list.

Many scoff at such symbols of “conspicuous consumption.”  Yet material symbols are not always bad.  Note the challenge Nehemiah presented to his fellow Jews:  “Let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach (disgrace)v17.”  The important question for us to ask is, “Who was being disgraced?”

Jerusalem with its temple was supposed to be a symbol of God’s presence among a certain people of the time.  The implication is that the city’s disrepair was a symbolic disgrace to the God of the Hebrews as the one true God.  When we apply this outlook to the way we “build” our lives for God, we may be embarrassed at our prideful thinking!  People will take notice of the symbols with which we surround ourselves, because those symbols indicate what we value.  More importantly, God will notice.

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for godly leaders like Nehemiah who have the vision to see the tasks You would have them to do and the courage to carry them out.

Help each of us to have the same kind of passion that Nehemiah had.

Help each of us “prepare” for whatever You want us to do.
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